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From
David
I wonder if you have come across the
remarkable documentary "Long Night's
Journey Into Day"?
The film-makers chronicle four cases that
were considered by the South African Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, which was
first established in 1995 that held hearings
into the human rights abuses during the
Apartheid era and held out the possibility
of amnesty to people who showed genuine
remorse for their actions.
The Truth & Reconciliation Commission
was established in large part by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Pastor Alex Boraine and
the Christian theology they shared. Tutu
became the first Chairman, Boraine the
Vice-Chair. They said the Commission’s
primary purpose was to preach forgiveness
in order to heal the emotions and wounds
of hatred or anger that had been created by
the divisive system of Apartheid.
There was no place for retaliation in the
new society that emerged after
independence. A guiding mantra was that
the “one who forgives becomes a better
person than the one being consumed by
anger and hatred” and that "if you can find
it in yourself to forgive then you are no
longer chained to the perpetrator. You can
move on, and you can even help the
perpetrator to become a better person too.”
Nevertheless, the process of forgiveness also
required acknowledgement on the part of
the perpetrator that they have committed an
offence. The clue was in the name. Before
there could be “Reconciliation”, first there
had to be a commitment to brutal “Truth”.

The final story from the Commission’s
work that was described in the documentary
involved a young black man who had been a
police officer and helped lure seven activists
into a trap in which they were all killed by
the authorities.
The last scene showed a meeting he had
with the mothers of the seven boys who
died, in which he begs for their forgiveness.
Unlike one of his colleagues who was also
interviewed, his testimony and confession
and obvious remorse was heart-felt.
At first, the mothers of these boys, whose
pain remains raw more than a decade later,
refuse to forgive him. Then, one of them
asks if this man’s first name means “prayer”.
When he confirms that it does, you can
literally watch the mothers find the mental
"space" to forgive from their own Christian
language and faith. It’s deeply moving.
The problem with reconciliation is that it
always has to occur one person at a time,
one relationship at a time. It’s deeply
laborious and slow as a result.
But what’s the alternative? Unless families,
communities, or nations speak honest truth
and stop lying to another, confess their sins,
insults and violence against each other and
seek forgiveness and reconciliation, we end
up with examples like the 30 years of armed
stand-off in Cyprus between Greeks and
Turks, the worst moments in Israel and
Palestine’s last century or the dark days
before the Good Friday Agreement.
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From
Mark
What are you holding on to?
It’s September and the Summer is
over. Children are returning to
school, a new academic year begins
and for many that brings change and
it brings new opportunities. Perhaps
there will be new jobs, new schools,
new routines, new clubs or just the
adjustment of settling into old
routines once again. Perhaps you’re
looking forward to a little peace and
quiet now the children are back at
school!
However sometimes we don’t always see the
new opportunities these moments bring
because we are still holding on to the past.
The end of the summer brings both a fond
sadness and a buzz of expectation. The fond
sadness of the memories of what has been,
the holidays, the time spent with family, the
surprises that have happened, or of those
things that have taken place that have
interrupted those plans, illnesses, the death
of a loved one, things not happening the
way they should.
Whatever your Summer looked like, I am
sure you will look back on it with a fond
sadness, words like ‘do you remember
when…’ generally spring up in our
household when we remember the Summer
- whether the most recent or those more
distant in time.
But sometimes, we try to hold on to those
memories of the Summer for too long,
trying to hold on to the summer tans we
got, trying to hold on to the brilliant
memories, perhaps to try and avoid the

reality of the return to work or school.
Sometimes holding on to these things can
stop us moving forward and block us from
the opportunities that lay ahead.
So, what are you holding on to, either from
this Summer or the past, that really you
should be letting go of?
What do you need to hand over to God for
the final time? What do you need to leave
and lay at the cross to allow Jesus to heal
you and move on?
At the beginning of this new academic year,
why not make a fresh start, even if the days
of children going to school are far behind
you. Stop holding on to the past and move
forward in God. In Jeremiah 29:11, we read
‘“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and
a future.”’ Know that God has great plans
for you, but sometimes you have to stop
holding on to the past, to allow God to
move and move you on in your life.
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com
If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News around the Cluster
Wil North is our new Area Dean
The Bishop of
Rochester has
announced that
he has asked the
Rev Wil North to
become the next
Area Dean for
Malling Deanery.
Wil has agreed to
take on the role
a n d w i l l st a r t
immediately with
Rev Wil North
a commissioning
service likely to
take place in the Autumn.
Wil is the Vicar of St Margaret’s in Barming
and has served there since 2013. For those
who may be unsure as to how this works,
Wil continues as their Vicar while also now
serving as the Area Dean.

Mereworth & West Peckham
say goodbye to Pat Dickin
Rev Pat Dickin’s final
service in our cluster
took place on the
evening of Sunday,
4th August at St.
Dunstan’s Church in
West Peckham.
It
was a joyful service
with Pat expressing
her thanks to her
congregations for the
Rev Pat Dickin
shared ministries
over these last seven
years.
The Churchwardens of St. Lawrence and St.
Dunstan’s acknowledged that loved ones
come and go throughout the life of
parishes, Vicars come and go, and how
there is poignancy that mixes joy, sadness
with thanksgiving to mark the passage of
endings and beginnings.
The reading was from Ecclesiastes, I’m sure
you all know it, “For everything there is a
season and a time for every matter under
heaven…”. Pat and Kevin’s son Joshua sang
a piece from ‘Samson and Delilah’ and the
hymn Here I am, Lord was judged by
everyone to be the most appropriate hymn
for the occasion. Prayers in the service
reflected themes of challenge, solidarity,
reconciliation and peace, joy, times to move
on, let go, breathe deeply and most of all, to
trust in the Lord.
There were tears and smiles and a feeling of
thankfulness at having witnessed Pat’s

Pub Theology meets in September
for International Buy-a-Priest-a-Beer Day
Did you know that
September the 9th
is International
Buy-a-Priest-a-Beer
Day? Rev David
certainly has that
date in his diary!
To celebrate the occasion, Pub Theology
will meet on Thursday the 12th of
September at 7.30 p.m. at the Five Pointed
Star; in the garden if good weather or inside
if it’s not.
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ministry and we wish Pat, Kevin, Joshua
and Nathan every happiness as they go
forward on their journey.

Pat’s licensing in Gillingham
At the present time, the Dickins continue
to live in the Vicarage in Mereworth
pending the successful completion by the
Diocese of the arrangements for their new
home in South Gillingham and DBS checks
for the new role. No date is yet agreed for
Pat’s licensing but we will announce it in
due course.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
It’s not often I end up
sporting an orange
high visibility jacket,
trousers, steel cap boots
and a hard hat, but
that’s exactly what I did
when I recently went to
visit the M20, and I
wore it all with good
reason. I know that for
many the 50mph speed restrictions are
frustrating but having been on the ground
there myself, I can say that having this
restriction in place is incredibly important
for the wellbeing and safety of the people
who are working hard on the motorway.
I know that for a lot of local residents the
end cannot come soon enough, especially
with another 47 road closures coming up
over the next few months; that’s every
other night on average. I used my time at
the M20 to speak to Highways England and
ensure that they were left in no doubt that
more needed to be done to limit the
impact. I suggested that the A2 and M2 be
used as an alternative diversion route for
HGVs. Kent County Council are aware of
the use of the A20 as the official diversion
route and I have written to them to ask that
they also push for an alternative, using the
A2 and M2 instead, which I know will be
much better for local residents.
The best way to get hold of me is to email
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk or
write to me at 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, TN9 1SP.

Alpha starts again this month
Following the success of last
year’s Alpha Course, St
Michael’s Offham will be
running the Alpha course
once again this Autumn.
All the meetings are based around eating a
good meal together, listening to a short talk
and then discussing and ask questions
about the basics of Christian faith.
No two Alphas look the same, but generally
they have three key things in common:
food, a talk and good conversation and
open discussion.
Alpha is all about meeting together in small
groups to discuss the basic aspects of the
Christian faith. It’s not just for people who
don’t know anything about the Christian
faith (although it’s very good for them), but
it can be a useful grounding and refresher
for us all. Some of the topics include: ‘Why
did Jesus have to die?’ and ‘Why read the
Bible?’ and ‘How do I pray?’
There’s more information and all the detail
elsewhere in this Parish Magazine on page
11 in the St Michael’s News and Muse.
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
Music at Malling returns in September
The ninth annual Music@Malling Festival
takes place between 15th and
28th
September with 30 different events and an
eclectic mix of music including classical,
jazz, folk, world and contemporary music.
James Pearson, Artistic Director of Ronnie
Scott’s, will be performing a tribute to the
legendary jazz collaborations between Oscar
Peterson and Andre Previn, Stephane
Grappelli and Yehudi Menuhin. Pearson
will perform the world premiere of his new
work exploring the jazz influences on
Stravinsky alongside The Soldier’s Tale; one
of the first pieces of classical music to
incorporate jazz, and it will be narrated by
the legendary actor Charles Dance OBE
who memorably read poems of Siegfried
Sassoon at the festival last year.
Other highlights include a series of concerts
in the fabulous setting of Malling Abbey
exploring 450 years of music, From Berlin to
Broadway with The Callum Au Big Band, a
solo recital from world-class guitarist Craig
Ogden, A Life in Music with contemporary
composer Alexander Goehr, concerts for
toddlers with The Wheels on Debussy and
premieres of chamber works by leading film
composers Ilan Eshkeri and Danny Elfman,
the composer of The Simpsons theme tune.
Lizzie Ball returns once again with Classical
Kicks and features in a special concert of
words and music exploring the life and
times of Stravinsky and Coco Chanel with
fabulous accordionist, Milos Miliojevic.
St.Mary’s also hosts The Four Seasons with
Tom Piggot Smith directing Chamber
Domaine in Vivaldi and Piazzolla.

St Mary’s will soon be a key venue
once again for Music at Malling

15 primary schools will be involved in
workshops and performances of Roald
Dahl’s The Three Little Pigs set to music by
Paul Patterson.
There is something for everyone in this
programme: a unique mix of bespoke
concerts, outreach and participatory events
that engage, inspire and inform.
For more details about these events and far
more, visit the festival website
musicatmalling.com. Tickets can be
purchased either online or from Was Down
Swan Street on West Malling High Street.

Creation Sunday, 15 September
St Mary’s will host a
special service on the
15th of September to
mark “Creation
Sunday” with a guest
preacher at the 10
o’clock service; Jo
Musker-Sher wood,
Director of Hope for
the Future.
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Jo Musker-Sherwood

As well as preaching in the service, Jo has
offered to run a special seminar at the
conclusion of the Eucharist for those who
would like to think about how they can take
practical steps to help the environment. The
seminar will take place in the Chancel at
approximately 11.00 a.m. All welcome.

Church Cook Book:
Last chance to send recipes!
We have had a lot of people contributing
but we still need another 40 recipes ideally
for the fundraising St Mary’s Cook Book.
It would be good to hear from any others
who haven’t sent in recipes yet. Please send
a ny f a v o u r i t e r e c i p e s t o G a i l a t
gcrutchfield@btinternet.com. The deadline
has been extended to 10th September
because of the holidays.
Please send any contributions by e-mail or
hard copy to Joan Austin or Gail
Crutchfield (grutchfield@btinternet.com)
Please put your name on it and any other
information you want included. Thanks to
all who have already sent their recipes.
Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
Our meeting in
September will be held in
the church and will be a
d e m o n st r a t i o n o f a n
autumn flower arrangement
by our flower arrangers. We will meet at 2
p.m. with tea and cakes following. All
welcome.
We recently took a few boxes of toiletries
donations to the Womens’ Refuge in
Maidstone and they were very pleased to
receive them. We are now collecting for the
next delivery. Thanks to all who gave.
Gail Crutchfield

Children’s Society Boxes, thank you
The grand total collected
via the box opening for
the Children's Society was
£523.66.
Our sincere
t h a n k s t o a l l t h e b ox h o l d e r s fo r
contributing to this total.
Jill Rutland
New facilities: Consultation Phase II
Having consulted last year, the PCC are
now ready to consult once again in this
second phase of the process. The local
community are invited to come along
between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. on the 8th of
September to view designs and drawings
and provide their feedback. Rev David will
be giving a presentation at 6.00 p.m. and
taking questions and comments following.
New facilities: Summer update
On the heating of the church, Qoda have
been working with the PCC Sub-Group and
assessed eight different schemes and
technologies. For various reasons, six have
been eliminated as either impractical or
because they wouldn’t make us feel warm!
Qoda are now working up a more detailed
assessment of the remaining options.
Glass artist Derek Hunt visited St Mary’s to
present his first designs for the new RAF
West Malling window. The design was very
well received. The next step is to ask the
Diocesan Advisory Council’s opinion.
Audio-visual requirements have been
coming into view and we have been
speaking with a number of companies and
showing them around St Mary’s.
During July, St Mary’s congregations were
also asked to try out various pews and
chairs. Thank you to everyone who did try
them out and provided their feedback.
Rev David
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Alpha Course starts again this month
St Michael’s will run another
Alpha course starting on
Monday, 16th September
and running each
Monday evening
through the Autumn.
All the meetings are based around eating a
good meal together, listening to a short talk
and then discussing and ask questions
about the basics of Christian faith.
Each talk looks at different questions
around faith and is designed to create
conversation. Alpha is run all around the
globe, and everyone is welcome. It runs in
cafes, churches, universities, homes — you
name it. No two Alphas look the same, but
generally they have three key things in
c o m m o n : fo o d , a t a l k a n d g o o d
conversation and open discussion.
If you’re interested to find out more or signup, talk to Rev David or email
alpha@stmichaelsoffham.org.uk. Places are
filling up fast so don’t get caught out. Act
quickly if you’re interested.
Village Service celebrates the rebuilt wall
The church was packed, with standing room
only in the porch, for this year’s Village
Service in July. Intended as a service of
celebration and thanksgiving for all that is
good in our community’s life, our theme
this year took inspiration from the rebuilding of the churchyard wall. Stewart
and Sally Biggs were thanked for leading the
community’s efforts and a commemorative
stone was unveiled. With the wall obviously
in mind, in his sermon Rev David spoke
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The church was packed for the Village Service.
Photo by Mike Rowe.

about how people matter to God, and what
that should mean firstly for how we include
and welcome others, but also how every
contribution, no matter how small, is vital
for the well-being of the community.

Ride and Stride, 14 September
The
annual
sponsored Ride &
Stride for the
Fr i e n d s o f Ke n t
Churches will be
held on Saturday,
14 t h S e p t e m b e r.
Sponsorship forms are available from
Nicola Mackrill (01732 842432).
The proceeds of the event will be divided
equally between The Friends of Kent
Churches and your local church so St
Michael's benefits from any money that you
raise. We would particularly welcome more
cyclists from the village. This is a fun event,
so please join in. St Michael’s Church will
be open from 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. for

cyclists and walkers to
“sign in” and it’s up to
you how many churches
you ride (or stride) to see.

support. We’re delighted to see the bench
now installed. It’s made from recycled plastic
material; a first in Offham Playing Field and
good for the environment.

Harvest Festival, Sunday 8 October
An All-Age Service of Harvest Thanksgiving
will take place at 9.15 a.m. at St Michael’s on
the 8th of October. Following the service, we
will meet for our Harvest Lunch at 12.00 for
12.30 pm in Offham Village Hall. All are
welcome to attend.

Offham Open House
On Thursday 5th
September we meet
at 10.00 a.m. at the
home of Ann Frost,
Amberly Lodge,
Teston Road. Peter Hartley will give a talk on
‘The Royal Household’. Peter is a retired
member of the Queen’s household and will
talk about the Queen’s routine, the Royal
houses, special events and the Maundy
Service in which Mr Hartley still participates.
The following month on 3rd October, we
will have a walk followed by a pub lunch at
the King’s Arms. For those of you who do
not want to come on the walk you are
welcome to just come to the pub for lunch.

The new memorial bench in the Playing Field.
Photo by Mike Rowe.

A new bench honours Offham Methodist
Colin Wolfe writes: A few months before
Offham Methodist closed, its members met
to agree how remaining funds should be
used. Donations to charities we had
supported over the years were agreed,
including Spadework. We also made a
donation to St Michael’s.
We also had the idea to provide a bench in
the Playing Field in memory of those who
had worshipped at the Methodist Church
during its 120 year history.
Following meetings with Offham Parish
Councillors, we explored thoughts on style,
structure, comfort and maintenance. Our
thanks to the Parish Council for their
12

Offham Society
On Monday the 23rd
September the Society
invites you to come to
the Village Hall at 8.00
p.m. for a talk by Will Edge from the
Greensand Ridge Gin Distillery entitled
“Meet the Distiller”. Will describes how the
distillery was established, the history of gin
and the process; he will illustrate his talk by
displaying the equipment used in the
process; samples will be available.
Don’t forget to book your table for our
annual Trivial Pursuits quiz night, as this
event is usually fully booked well in advance.
It will be held on Saturday 16th November.
NSPCC Offham Garden Safari
On Sunday 15th September from 12 noon
through to 5 p.m. you are invited to come
and enjoy the beautiful gardens in our
picturesque village.

Tickets with a map will be available from
the Tea Tent on the Green or from any of
the participating gardens. Entrance to all
the gardens is by ticket, £6 per adult and
children under 14 years free.
Tea and Cakes will be available on the
Green with a plant stall too. This event is
being organised by West Malling and
Offham NSPCC Supporters Group in aid
of NSPCC funds; registered charity number
216401.

Children’s Society Box Opening
The summer box opening
amounted to £101.64 with
many thanks to all our box
holders for this great effort.
Linda Graham
Malling Art Club
This month’s
Malling Art Club
meeting is on
Thursday 26th
September from 8 p.m. in Offham Village
H a l l w h e n Pa u l A l c o ck w i l l b e
demonstrating oil painting.
If you wish to come along and sample one
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest. If
you wish to join the Club, please visit the
club website at mallingartclub.co.uk
Painting for pleasure
Anyone interested in joining a small,
relaxed group of people who paint for
pleasure? We meet in the Committee Room
of Offham Village Hall on Monday
mornings (10 - 12 noon) during term time
and have occasional tuition. Come along
for a sample visit to see if it suits you. Next
session starts 16th September. Contact
Hilda Bodley for further information on
01732 873875.
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OFFHAM
VILLAGE HALL
Church Road, Offham

TABLE TOP SALE
(to coincide
with the Steam Rally)
SUNDAY, 20 OCTOBER
8.00 am to 3.00 pm
Free entry
Cooked breakfasts served
from 8.00 am to 10.45 am
Tea, coffee and cakes served
from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm
Or alternatively if you would
like a table to sell your
goods, please contact Fiona
Lloyd-Williams on 07949
216537. Cost £10 each.

News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
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1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
15
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Advertising Rates for 2019
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£10.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact the Couplands.
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!
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Civic news from
around the local area
New 58 bus service launches
with new white minibuses
The hard-won new 58 bus service from West
Malling, East Malling and Larkfield to
Sainsbur y/Homebase and Maidstone
Hospital began its new timetable in July.
Connecting services direct to Maidstone
Town Centre can be picked up at Wealden
Hall or Preston Hall.
Spanking new
minibuses are being used and owner
Norman Kemp admits he doesn't want to
see them scratched! Copies of the new
timetable can be picked up from local
libraries and Parish Council offices.
This is a pilot scheme, so let us know what
you think of the new service and remember
to use it or you may lose it!
New Refuse Arrangements
TMBC have been putting bin hangers on
your green-lidded bins. These give a
reminder that the green-lidded bin will
become your dry-recyclables bin for glass,
plastic bottles, tubs and trays, metal tins
cans, aluminium foil, trays and tetrapack
(food and drinks cartons) from 30
September.
On the reverse of the bin hanger is a
reminder to sign up for the 'opt-in' paid-for
garden waste service starting at the end of
September. Visit the TMBC website or
phone 01732 876147 to order a bin.

meet at 8.45 a.m. The park run starts
promptly at 9 a.m. on the last Saturday of
every month.
Physical activity can help cancer sufferers by
reducing fatigue, preserving cardio-vascular
and muscular fitness and improving
psychological well-being.
New members are welcome whether
walking, jogging, running, or just coming
for a coffee and a chat.
Find out more at 5kyourway.org/register.

Bellway Homes update
The Planning Inspectorate heard the
Bellway Appeal in August. The TMBC
Council offices were in chaos on the first
day when more than 150 members of the
public turned up to watch the hearing. The
hearing lasted the best part of two weeks
and concluded with a site visit by the
Inspector to West Malling Abbey and other
key sites around that area.
We now wait for the Inspector’s decision.
There is no clear timescale as to how long
her deliberations may take.
This news is largely based on Trudy’s regular
emails - the West Malling, East Malling &
Larkfield bulletin. Email dean.j6@sky.com if you
would like to subscribe for this and other local
news.

Exercise Group aims to help beat cancer
The Malling edition of Downs Mail reports
on the setting up of the Malling 5k Your
Way, Move against Cancer group which will
18

From the
Parish Registers
Interment of Ashes
18th July Nicholas Staples
28th July Gerald Souter

St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
14th July Eli Hoskins
14th July Rowenna Trewartha
Weddings
5th July Craig Mann & Kathryn Eayrs
10th Aug Andrew Chivers & Samantha King
24th Aug James Packer & Joanna Williams
31st Aug Damian Webley & Kelly Warren
Funerals
2nd Aug Gill Golding
7th Aug Anthony Dennis
8th Aug Florence Rutland

St Michael’s, Offham
None
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Baptisms
21st July Teddy Barham
Funerals
12th July Jack Howe
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The view from Estonia
In July we travelled with our Vicar and Jaki
Musker to visit our link churches in
Estonia. Rev Peeter Kaldur, the pastor of
Jõhvi and Pühajõe, had invited us to visit
Estonia on his last trip to West Malling for
a very specific purpose in 2019.
2019 was the 150th anniversary of
Laulupidu, a national singing and dancing
festival and, as well as seeing our friends in
the church, there was a chance to be part of
the festival. We travelled as a group with
four people from Finland and a pastor from
Sweden, who are also linked to Jõhvi.
The visit fell in to two very distinct parts –
the festival in Tallinn and then a tour of
other parts of Estonia with a focus on their
religious life. There isn’t space here to give a
comprehensive account of all we saw and
experienced but we can highlight one or
two things.
Laulupidu in Tallinn was beyond anything
we have experienced before or are likely to
again. Singers and dancers from around the
country competed to take part and we then
witnessed “only” the best 10,000 dancers,
37,000 singers from 700 choirs and 45,000
participants. Everyone wore national or
regional costumes. The festival is of vital
importance to Estonians since it supports
their historic sense of identity, having been
invaded so many times and only free from
Soviet control since 1990 (and Russia is still
considered a threat today). The full flavour
of the various aspects of the festival can be
seen in many videos on YouTube.
After the festival in Tallinn we then went to
our link parish of Jõhvi. Here we joined in
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Nick and Gail, Jaki and David in Tallinn.
the Sunday Eucharist and shared tea and
cakes afterwards in the church halls.
After Jõhvi we travelled south stopping
briefly at Kuremäe, a Russian Orthodox
convent with 250 nuns! We listened to part
of the evening liturgy sung magnificently by
a small choir of nuns. We visited a village
where so-called “old believers” live. They
follow a very simple lifestyle. Then on to
Tartu, the second city of Estonia, which
hosts the national university of the country.
We then spent quite a long while travelling
between Tartu, Voru, Valga (which sits on
the Latvian border) and then back to Jõhvi
before starting our journey home. The main
impressions of these last few days were
excellent, nearly empty roads, forests as far
as one could see and large churches where
some work was often being undertaken, but
the Soviet era neglect still left a general air
of dilapidation.
This was a fascinating and thoroughly
enjoyable trip and the first for us to Estonia.
Gail & Nick Crutchfield
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green, St Michael’s Church
14th July 2019, The Village Service
Readings: Nehemiah 7.1-2, 5-7
My thanks to Martyn Begbey for taking care
of our reading today. I did give him quite a
challenge with those Hebrew names. I did
spare him some mercies by not asking him
to read the whole passage, because that’s
just full of even more names.
And you’re probably thinking it’s a bit of a
challenge to hear that reading too. What
possible relevance has that got to you and to
me?
Nehemiah chapter 7 is one of those
chapters in the Bible that make you wonder
why God took up space in the Scriptures
with just a big list of names. Is he one for
bureacracy and admin?
You might feel even more bored by it if I
was to tell you that the list is basically the
same list that you find in the book of Ezra
and chapter 2.
Why would God put this long list of
unpronounceable names in the Bible not
once, but twice?
I confess when I’m reading the Scriptures
for myself, for prayer, this is one of those
chapters, where I tend to go “1,2, miss a
few, 99, 100.”
I chose this reading today for several
reasons, but the first one is because the
Book of Nehemiah is the story of man who
built a wall. He was an Israelite, a Jewish
man but he lived in captivity 700 miles away
from Jerusalem in the Babylonian empire,
after the Babylonians had invaded Israel,
destroyed the city of Jerusalem and carried
all the best stuff off to Babylon.
In fact, Nehemiah had done okay for
himself. He was a servant in the King’s

household. But as we read in the Book of
Nehemiah, he gets a burden. He feels a
responsibility. His home country, his home
city is in ruins, neglected and falling apart.
So he asks the King for permission to go
home and to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
Over the last few years, Stewart and Sally
have done an amazing job rebuilding the
walls of our churchyard. All sorts of people
have come along and lent a hand from time
to time, and it has been a real community
project.
I’ve come along a little bit too when I
could, and done my best to slow Stewart &
Sally down. Our children from Offham
Primary lent a hand last year as well.
This is a both/and thing.
Let’s be honest. Without Stewart & Sally,
we’re not here celebrating today. Their
contribution has been immense. But it’s
also been something of a community
project too. Many people have played a part,
however small or insignificant they feel
their role has been.
In a way, this little project is a small
reflection of how this church was built. I
know some of you may know this story, but
in case you don’t… when you go outside
later, go around the back and look at the
outside of this north wall of the nave.
You will see stones arranged in a
‘herringbone’ fashion. Which was how they
built around 900 years ago in the time of
the Normans. You will be able to see five
distinct lines going horizontally across the
wall.
What are the lines?

22

Basically, each Summer, after their work on
their land was done the agricultural villagers
of Offham in the 11th and 12th century
would come here to this piece of ground
and work together to build the walls of their
new church.
The lines represent how far they got in one
Summer. Like the rings of a tree, they tell
you how long it took them.
Ragstone was plentiful around here. But
money was not. So if you wanted a church,
you might pay a skilfull craftsman to do the
tricky bits like the gaps in the walls for
windows. But the vast majority of the walls
you had to build yourself. And that is what
they did.
It was the people of our village who built
this church and we, as their “descendants”
celebrating the end of this churchyard wall
project today shows us that it’s the people
of this village who continue to look after
and maintain this church today.
So let’s go back to Nehemiah. Why record
all those boring lists of names? For one
simple reason… people matter to God.
I joked earlier about these sorts of chapters
in the Bible and why God would feel it
necessary, the biblical writers thought it was
necessary to record all these names.
The names may not mean a great deal to us.
I doubt they mean anything to us at all, but
they do mean something to God. Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, said that he called “his
own sheep by name” and they follow him
because they know his voice.
We only have to look at the importance our
village has placed in recent years on the
War Memorial outside and adding a name
that was missing. There are a very small
handful of people who were alive and who
knew the people who are recorded on that
memorial.

To most of us, we don’t know those men…
we can’t… so why have many of us have
donated, up and down this country, to add
names, or to restore war memorials, to do
our bit to ensure those names are not lost
in the mists of time?
Because they matter. They matter to us
because they served and fell defending our
peace. They matter because our forebears in
this town lost sons, brothers, fathers.
And if they matter to us… you can bet your
bottom dollar that they matter to God even
more.
If people matter, there are two lessons I
would like us to remember today as we
unveil our commemorative stone later.
The first, is that if people matter, we need
to be people who are hospitable and
inclusive.
Some of you have heard me tell this story
before when Kerry and I got married we
moved to Tunbridge Wells and we thought
we would go to the big church in the town
centre.Some of our friends went there, it
was young and cool and trendy.
But when we went there, our friends
happened to be away and no-one spoke to
us, no-one welcomed us, no-one was
interested in us.
So the following week we went to our
nearest church and an old man who walked
with walking sticks came up to us when we
came in. He asked our names, he welcomed
us, he showed us to a seat, gave us hymn
books and made sure we knew what to do.
The next week, we went back and dear old
William said “Ah, Kerry, David! How
wonderful to see you”.
From that moment on, there was no doubt
where we would go to church.
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In our church, in our village… if people
matter to God then hospitality, welcome,
inclusion is the only way we can be.
The second lesson is this… if people matter,
then whatever you do, whatever you
contribute matters.
The villagers of Offham built this church
and even a small child bringing one piece of
ragstone from the field mattered to the
effort.
We have rebuilt this wall… even my terrible
efforts that Stewart then had to fix…
matters.
You’ll see some stones out there today that
people have marked with a little sign, a
‘mason’s mark’ so they know that it was
their stone that they laid. It’s a sign of their
contribution to the whole community.
You know, the more I go on, living here in
Offham and West Malling, raising my
children, loving my wife, trying to serve you
as Vicar, the more I realise that what matters
most is what we leave behind.
Will I leave this church better than I found
it? Will I leave this village better than I
found it? Will I leave the street I live on
better than I found it? Will I leave the firm I
work for better than I found it? Will I leave
my children better and more fully themselves
than when I first held them? Will I leave this
planet, the environment, better than I found
it? What legacy do you want to leave?
What we do to contribute to our church,
our village matters. Even the smallest
positive contribution is vital.
With that in mind, I will finish by telling a
story.
When President John F Kennedy visited the
new NASA space centre in 1962, he noticed
a caretaker carrying a broom.
Interrupting his tour, and wanting to be
kind to the old man, he walked over and
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said “Hello, I’m Jack Kennedy. What do you
do here?” “Well, Mr President” the caretaker
replied “I’m helping to put a man on the
moon.”
To most people, the caretaker was just
cleaning the building. But to the caretaker,
he saw that he was part of something much
bigger. He was helping to make history.
I wonder how that caretaker felt, seven years
later, when Neil Armstrong first put his foot
on the moon?
People matter.
So let’s be hospitable, inclusive, welcoming.
And no matter how large or small, others
might think our role to be, let’s remember
that every contribution matters.
You are contributing to the larger story
unfolding in your life, in our church’s life
and in our community’s life.
It matters to God and it ought to matter to
us.
Let us pray:
May God grant us grace to love one another,
give ourselves in service for our village,
our school, our church, our community
and allow our weaknesses,
failures, differences and problems
to be the grit
by which God polishes and refines
and, together,
makes us into something beautiful.
Amen.
David Green

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace, available from good retailers.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
I'm often asked “How do I get a low
maintenance garden?” and every time I give
my answer, I get a shocked expression. To a
horticulturist, a lawn is the most timeconsuming task in a garden by far.
Some people cut the grass as low as possible
so it doesn't have to be cut for a couple of
weeks. But doing so will stress the grass and
allow weeds/moss to flourish, and they are
not low-maintenance either!
“So if not a lawn, then what?”
I'm sure they expect me to advise laying
down weed-suppressant membrane, but my
answer is to mass plant shrubs and
perennials, with a thick layer of organic
matter (mulch) every 12-18 months. If
planned and planted correctly, in three to
five years the bare soil will be covered and
weeds will struggle to get a foothold.
The theory that membrane keeps weeds at
bay is poppycock . Yes, the weeds
underneath will not push through but weed
seeds will still germinate on top of it and in
the case of perennial weeds, they will force
their roots through it into the soil beneath.
It makes them harder to dig them out as
they’re firmly wedged in the membrane. If
you lay a mulch, weeds will still germinate
but a quick hoe each week will keep them
in check and perennial weeds are easier to
dig out as well.
Then the next question comes “but, having
so many plants to tend doesn’t sound low
maintenance.”
If tended correctly you'll spend less time a
week than on maintaining a lawn. There is
a website called 'shootgardening' which

lists nearly every plant known. It tells you
when it flowers, what soil it likes, type of
aspect (things that are important when
planning a garden and getting the best out
of the plant). But the best statistic it offers
is 'maintenance time per year' and nearly
every one says an hour. One hour per plant
per year. In year one that means planting
and watering, year two may be cutting it
back, and shaping. No surprise that annuals
are the most time-consuming as they require
constant attention through growing season.
There's only one snag. The website also
provides ratings for 'level of understanding',
some plants say 'beginners', others 'expert'.
So, what expertise is required? Well, a few
simple guidelines will get you by. Evergreen
shrubs can be hard pruned in May and
September. Deciduous shrubs are best
pruned af ter f lowering. Dead-head
perennials as often as you can and cut to
the ground when they’re spent.
So, what are you waiting for? Start planning
your new garden now as the Autumn is the
perfect time to do any heavy work like
digging up that lawn and planting in warm
soil before the air temperature starts to fall.
New root growth will take before winter sets
in and no watering will be required after
the first time. Shrubs can still be planted in
November as long as the ground isn't
waterlogged or frozen.
Just one more tip. Maybe keep a little bit of
lawn so you can get from one end of the
garden to the other without treading on all
your shrubs and perennials.
Adam McKay
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Sundays calendar
in September
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Morning Praise
Holy Communion
Parade (All-Age service)
Holy Communion

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

Morning Prayer
All-Age Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8.00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

