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From
David
Avid geek that I am, many of you will be
aware that I am a regular on Facebook and
Twitter. I am trying to get my head around
Instagram, with the help of my teenage
daughter, but so far that one eludes me.
Nevertheless, I enjoy using social media to
stay in touch with family, friends, clergy
colleagues, former churches, former work
colleagues from my days prior to ordination
and, with Twitter in particular, I enjoy
taking part in discussions and conversations
with people across the world on the issues
of the day.
Social media can be a great force for good.
Even locally in our church context here,
instantly I think of occasions when we have
been able to raise money, notably for the
war memorial. Then there was the occasion
I took a funeral and only expected one
mourner. We put the details on our
church’s Facebook page and I was heartened
to see over 70 people turn up to church,
none of whom knew the deceased, but all of
whom responded to my call to ensure that
no-one should be forgotten or buried
without love and support around them.
But we all know how social media is often
portrayed in the press. Frequently depicted
as the great evil of our time, there is a dark
side to the technology. If you use social
media, it won’t take long before you come
across aggression or rudeness in that
environment.
St Paul wrote "Let your speech always be
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you ought to answer
everyone" (Colossians 4.6).

The Church of England is leading a new
call for gracious speech online with the
launch of a new “Digital Charter”.
The Charter is a voluntary pledge that
Christians, churches or frankly anyone of
another faith or no faith at all can make to
commit themselves to a certain standard in
the way their interact online.
You can read the Charter and sign up
yourselves on the Church of England
website www.churchofengland.org.
The Charter calls on us all to be honest and
truthful in how we speak, agreeing to only
share well-sourced information online,
including identifying ourselves clearly rather
than hiding behind a pseudonym to abuse
or criticise. The Charter calls for kindness,
welcome, togetherness and safeguarding the
vulnerable. A theologian would certainly
describe it as koinonia (community,
fellowship) being worked out in the digital
environment and it's a good reminder that
how we speak to others and speak about
others, whether offline or online, does
matter.
A prayer from the Digital Charter website:
God, whose Holy Spirit fills the hearts of all
your faithful people, enable us to share your
love for all those we encounter both in the
physical world and online, as in word and
deed we proclaim the risen life of Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord. Amen
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From
Mark
“Come to me, all you
who are wear y and
burdened, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle
and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke
is easy and my burden is
light.”
Matthew 11:28-30
Summer is upon us and
for many that means
rest. Rest from school, rest from work, rest
from normal daily things. For others the
Summer may bring a totally different
concern; worry. Worry about childcare
because you still have to work but can’t
afford to put your children into childcare,
or worry about money because you take
time off to look after the children, worry
about food with no free school meals to
provide at lunchtimes, and worry about the
demands that will be placed upon you.
The Summer rest period can be quite a
strange thing. For those with school-aged
children, this is the opportunity to get away,
if you can afford to do so, or spend time
together at least. For those of non-schoolaged children, it is the early summer that
offers the opportunity to get away without
paying high prices!
Another opportunity provided by the
summer holidays is to deepen your faith
through reading, or maybe even attending a
Christian Conference such as New Wine,
Soul Survivor, the Keswick Convention, a

Beach Bible Camp, or one of the many
other options available.
Whatever you do over the Summer, I do
pray that if you are tired and heavy
burdened, you will find rest, not just
physically, but mentally and spiritually. My
prayer is that you will find time to rest with
our Lord Jesus and find him as he promised
- gentle and humble in heart, with a yoke
that is easy and a burden that is light, and
that in him you will find rest for your souls.
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com
If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News around the Cluster
Matthew Buchan finishes as Area Dean
This July, Rev
Matthew Buchan
concludes his five
year term as
Malling Deanery
Area Dean.
Matthew is Vicar
at Leybourne
w h e re h e w i l l
continue to serve
and minister.
During his tenure
as Area Dean, Rev Matthew Buchan
Malling Deanery
have worked hard to produce a new Mission
and Ministry Plan for the local area which is
now being implemented; a strategic
reorganisation of parishes and clergy to suit
a changing context.
It is not yet known who will replace
Matthew as the Area Dean. The Bishop of
Rochester decides the appointment and has
written to the Clergy of the Deanery
canvassing their opinions as to who
amongst them should be asked to take on
the role.
An Area Dean or Rural Dean serves as a
liaison between the diocesan bishop and
the Clergy and Parishes of the Deanery.
They usually chair the Clergy Chapter and
meetings of Deanery Synod and have a
particularly key role in the recruitment
process when parishes are vacant.
Our thanks to Matthew for his faithful
service and we pray for the Bishop in
considering the next appointment.

Pub Theology goes weekly in July
Pub Theology
is back for its
Summer ‘every
week’ stint
during July.
Come and
join us on the
4th, 11th, 18th
or 25th at the
Farmhouse Pub in the Garden area for a
drink and to talk God and Christian faith
in the context of our modern lives. Becky
will be leading on the 4th while David is in
Estonia and then he will be back leading
the group in time for the 11th.
Change of status for Rev Mark
as he is newly licensed in July
On Sunday the 7th July at 4.00 p.m, Rev
Mark Montgomery will be licensed as
“mission leader” of the Bishops Mission
Order of St Gabriel's Kings Hill and also,
during this service, the Valley Invicta
School on Kings Hill will be licensed to be
used for worship since St Gabriel’s are
moving home across Kings Hill to VIAT.
Isn’t Mark already licensed? When Mark
arrived in 2015, Kings Hill didn’t exist as an
ecclesiastical parish or a legal entity to
which Mark could be licensed. As a result,
he was made Associate Priest in both West
Malling and Offham and Mereworth and
West Peckham respectively in order to give
him the legal wherewithal to minister on
Kings Hill and lead St Gabriel’s.
The Bishop’s Mission Order was established
in 2017 and ‘carves out’ Kings Hill from the
6

existing parishes so that it can be a separate
legal entity and church in its own right. It’s
very much a stepping stone for St Gabriel’s
on its way to full parish status.
Now that the BMO is well established,
Mark will be licensed formally as the
“mission leader” to the Bishop’s Mission
Order! In a way, nothing changes but this
does make things formal and is another big
st e p fo r S t G a b r i e l ' s g row t h a n d
development.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
I am writing in the
early days of the
Conser vative Party
leadership contest. By
the time you read it,
you will know who is
in the final two.
Instead of backing a
candidate, I’m going
to talk about what
really matters - policies. How do we
transform our towns and villages?
There are some essential things we have
to get right – homes, jobs, healthcare and,
of course, Brexit – but also many things
that may not hit the headlines, but can
change lives, things like public transport.
We also need young people to have the
opportunities their parents have enjoyed
– the ability to call a house a home. Too
often today it’s an impossible dream. We
need to make sure we all have a fair
chance to live where we want.
Waiting times to see a GP, delays in
routine operations, and waits at A&E are
not helping either. We need our public
services to serve all of us. From the NHS
to social care, they are the safety net we all
need when things go wrong.
There are many more but those are the
essentials I think government must address.
The best way to get hold of me is to email
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk or
write to me at 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, TN9 1SP.

Old coins for Estonia
The vicar of our link church in Estonia
collects old coins. When a delegation from
St Mary’s goes out to see them this month,
Rev Peeter would be delighted if we had any
old English coins to give him as a present.
He’s keen on Farthings, Hapennys, Pennys,
Thrupence, Sixpence, Shillings, Florins or
Crowns! If you have any to give, he’s very
happy to buy them or make a donation to
your chosen charity. Talk to Rev David if
you can help. David and our delegation
travel on the 4th of July.
We hope to tell you all about our trip in the
September edition of Trio.
Diocesan Synod update
The Diocesan Synod met in June and,
amongst the other things discussed, they
received the diocesan accounts for 2018.
2018 saw an operating deficit of £380,000
reported. Funds shifted around give a false
impression however. The real deficit was
£900,000. The reported headline surplus
was £2 million but that was entirely because
of the sale of land around Yalding. The
diocese kept within the spending limit
agreed by Synod previously, but the
continuing issue (as far as the Diocese sees
things) is low Parish Share income from
parishes.
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
1st West Malling celebrate at 60
Rev David was in attendance at Comp
Wood in mid-June to celebrate with the 1st
West Malling Scouts who were celebrating
60 years of Beavers, Cubs and Scouts (as
that registration). Current members,
parents, leaders, former members and past
leaders were all in attendance for a day of
activities, games and a BBQ at Comp Wood
Scout Campsite (see photo right).
You can find out more about our local
Scout troop by searching for “Malling 1st West Malling Scouts cut their birthday cake
at Comp Wood.
Scouts” on Facebook or googling “1st West
Malling Scouts”.
place across the UK, the events include 5k
and 10k routes for participants to walk, jog
West Malling CEP School race for life!
or run.
It’s been a busy month at our local Church
School with the Summer Fayre and Sports Big congratulations to all involved and
Day, but the children still had plenty of especially the children, who decided
energy to take part in Race for Life. The themselves to organise and run the event.
event was wholly organised by their Head National Garden Scheme thank you
Girl Emilee and Head Boy Aaron, the
children did as many laps as they could Our sincere thanks to local home owners
around the field to raise sponsorship for a who opened their gardens to the public in
May as part of the National Gardens
worthy cause.
Scheme, and thank you to everyone who
Race for Life is Cancer Research UK’s visited gardens and donated. £1,290 was
biggest series of fundraising events. Taking raised for St Mary’s which will go towards
general funds. The total was slightly down
on last year (which had been a record) but
this year was still way ahead of any year
before that. Thank you to everyone
concerned.

Plant & Cake Sale thank you!
Thanks to those who organised or took part
in the Coffee Morning with the Plant and
Cake Sale. The total raised was £352 which
will be going into church’s general funds.

Aaron and Emilee marshall the runners for
West Malling School’s Race for Life.
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Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
Unfortunately we have had
to cancel our garden party
but we are hoping to have a
cake sale on Saturday 13th July to support
A.F.I.A. (Away From It All) which offers
short breaks to families or carers in need.
Gail Crutchfield
St Mary’s Cook Book fundraiser
Thank you to everyone who has already
contributed recipes for the new St Mary’s
Cook Book. If possible we would like the
finished book to be available in time for
Christmas and, therefore, July 31st will be
the deadline for contributing recipes.
Gail Crutchfield and Joan Austin.
Ladies Meal, 15 July
The next Ladies Meal is a chance for
women of all ages in our community to
meet socially and have a good time together.
The next such Meal will be on Monday
15th July at 7pm at the Scared Crow at the
bottom of Churchfields. If we order before
7.30pm, we can get 2-for-1 on Chicken or
Mushroom Fajitas, or Pizzas. Please let Jill
know if you would like to go, or sign up on
the sheet at the back of the church. Jill
Rutland, Tel: 01732 843248, email
jill.rutland@hotmail.co.uk.
Children’s Society Boxes, thank you
At the recent Children's Society Box
opening, the total raised came to £468.70.
We still have a couple of boxes to count, so
we are hoping we can reach £500! Thanks
to all our lovely box-holders, and to our
hard working counters - Sam Sutch, Peter
and Emily Rutland. Let me know if you

would like a box - it's a good place to keep
any spare loose change.
Jill Rutland
(jill.rutland@hotmail.co.uk,
tel: 01732 843248)

New facilities June update
As discussed in the update last month, the
Sub-Group worked hard in June to make an
appointment for an M&E Consultant
(Mechanical & Electrical) to begin looking
at the heating and other electrical systems
required to make the building comfortable,
functional, efficient and safe. Qoda are the
chosen partners from those who bid for the
work and Matt Tyrell, from Qoda, is now
starting work on the appraisal of options for
the heating of the church. He’s been
instructed to consider all possible options
and be attentive to ecological concerns.
In other news, the Sub-Group have also
commissioned Derek Hunt to work on a
design for a new window in the Chancel to
commemorate RAF West Malling. A brief
has been prepared and Derek will be
starting to sketch ideas very shortly.
During July, St Mary’s congregations along
with other members of the community will
be invited to come and test out some more
options for pews and/or chairs for the
seating arrangements in the re-ordered nave.
A couple of chairs have made the shortlist
from last year’s research and feedback, and
we’re also looking at a couple of options for
pews which would be used as part of a pew/
chair combination arrangement for larger
events. The seating will be in church from
July 7th to the 28th and set-up to be used
during the services. Your feedback is
important and will help make final
decisions.
Rev David
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Village Service, 14 July
Preparations are under way for this year’s
15th annual Village Service (the first such
service was held on the 26th June 2005).
This year is takes place at 6.00 p.m. on
Sunday the 14th July with informal
refreshments in the churchyard after the
service.
The Village Service is a service for all
residents of Offham and those connected
with village organisations, including those
working on the farms. It is intended as a
service of celebration and thanksgiving for
all that is good in our community’s life.
This year’s theme will be “Re-building the
wall” to mark the completion of the work,
led by Stewart and Sally Biggs, to repair and
rebuild the Churchyard walls (see photo
below). The work has been taking place over
the last few years which, in turn, took
inspiration from the history of local people
in Offham who built our church together
1,000 years ago.

We’re getting there. Stewart mixing mortar
for the wall while Rev David takes this photo!
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After the service we will gather at the wall
for a ceremonial unveiling of a
commemorative stone.
The ser vice will feature musical
contributions, readings and prayers from
both St Michael’s regulars and the wider
community, including Offham School.
Once again, the retiring collection at the
service will be shared between St Michael’s
Church and a local charity.

Offham Open House
The July Offham
Open House
meeting will be on
Thursday 4th July
when there will be
a Coffee Morning
for the benefit of the charity “Riding for the
Disabled Association (RDA)”.
It will take place at Margaret Webb’s house
at 10.00 a.m. at The Lodge, Park Road,
Addington. Ann Frost has been a volunteer
with the RDA for eighteen years and is a
qualified coach.
The RDA have been carrying out lifechanging activities for over 40 years. The
horses and ponies provide therapy,
achievement and enjoyment to people of all
age groups and, wherever possible, to
people with any disability all over the UK.
The RDA rely on voluntary help, donations
and legacies to deliver their services and any
donations would be greatly appreciated.
The following month on 1st August 2019
we will meet at Spadework for tea/coffee
and cake. Important: please inform
Suzanne Young so that she can let

Spadework know how
many are coming.
O n T h u r s d a y, 5 t h
September 2019 we will have a talk by Peter
Hartley on Princes and Places. Peter Hartley
is a retired member of the Queen’s
household. The meeting starts at 10.00 a.m.
and will take place at Ann Frost’s house,
Amberly Lodge, Teston Road.

Offham Society
We were once again
blessed with fine weather
on Sunday the 23rd of
June for our ”Lazy Sunday
Jazz” on the Cosgrave
Field. Over 150 adults and children gathered
and set-up camps and picnics to enjoy each
other’s company and enjoy the
entertainment provided by the quartet,
Javajam with singer Sarah-Jane (photo right).
Rev David spoke during one of the intervals
to thank everyone for coming and for their
support for St Michael’s Church. The net
proceeds from the event will be shared with
the St Michael’s Church Fabric Restoration
Fund and a cheque for £200 has already
been presented to the St Michael’s Treasurer.
Our thanks for all those who came and
supported the event, and to the members of
the Offham Society who worked so hard to
make the afternoon a success.

Javajam featuring Sarah-Jane at the Lazy Sunday
Jazz event. Photo by Mike Rowe.

Malling Art Club
This month’s Malling
Art Club meeting is
on Thursday, 25th July
in Offham Village Hall
when Anthony Neild will talk about
“Landscape” and using watercolour painting.
The following month on 29th August,
William Newton will demonstrate
watercolour painting. Then on 26th
September Paul Alcock will be
demonstrating oil painting.
If you wish to come along and sample one of
our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
visitor, or if you wish to join the Malling Art
Club, details are on the club website at
mallingartclub.co.uk.

Panoramic photograph from Lazy Sunday Jazz.
Photo by Mike Rowe
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OFFHAM
VILLAGE HALL
Church Road, Offham

OFFHAM
VILLAGE HALL

TABLE TOP SALE
(to coincide
with the Steam Rally)

Autumn Events

SUNDAY, 20 OCTOBER
8.00 am to 3.00 pm

Offham Picture House
Saturday, 7th September

Free entry

Offham Picture House
Saturday, 5th October

Cooked breakfasts served
from 8.00 am to 10.45 am

Table Top Sale
Sunday, 20th October

Tea, coffee and cakes served
from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm

Murder Mystery Evening
Saturday, 9th November

Or alternatively if you would
like a table to sell your
goods, please contact Fiona
Lloyd-Williams on 07949
216537. Cost £10 each.

Offham Picture House
Saturday, 7th December
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill

St Gabriel’s in the Community
On Sunday 23rd June, volunteers took the
Hub Community Café outside the
building and supported the Kings Hill
Cricket Club day through serving tea and
coffee to the community (pictured right)
On a day of mixed weather, the volunteers
served over 100 teas and coffees to the
people of Kings Hill, and even got the
chance to watch Rev Mark take to the
cricket field!
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Something new is happening, change is in
the air, a new movement of the Spirit is
taking place at St Gabriel’s.
We understand that Sunday mornings are
not always a great time to come to church.
There’s sport, children’s sport, visiting,
friends, family, the night out after the day
before, farmers’ markets, visiting friends
and family, and a whole host of other
things.
That’s why we are really excited to
announce that from September, we will be
launching a new Sunday afternoon
congregation, in a new venue of Valley
Invicta Primary School on Kings Hill.
Initially meeting twice a month, the service
will take place on the second and fourth
Sunday of every month, at 4pm.
On the second Sunday we will taking the
next step in our popular Messy Church
service by moving it monthly (see p16 for
advert). There will be six full-on Messy
Church services a year, and six “Messy
Church Lites”, which will have all the
things you love about Messy Church but
with a few less crafts, and a more
intergenerational feel. Messy Church isn’t
just for children you know!

On the fourth Sunday of the month, we
will be launching a new service where there
will be praise and singing, prayer ministry,
deeper Bible teaching and fellowship. We
will be going where the Spirit leads on this
one!

1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
15
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Advertising Rates for 2019
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£10.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact the Couplands.
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!
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Civic news from
around the local area
News from West Malling Surgery
The renovation work has commenced at
Kings Hill surgery and it is scheduled to
finish towards the end of July. Depending
on IT infrastructure installation and final
CCG sign-off we hope to move into the
upstairs in August/September. The final
date is still fluid.
At that point, the main building at West
Malling will then close. We will retain two
consulting rooms as a satellite clinic in The
Hollies building. With reduced capacity in
West Malling, appointments at that Surgery
will be ring-fenced for the small minority
who truly can’t get to Kings Hill; in reality
this number will be small. The majority of
services will then be provided from our
purpose-built facility at Kings Hill.
Leybourne will also remain as a satellite
clinic. General queries, prescriptions etc will
need to go through Kings Hill, or
Leybourne on the days it is open (Monday,
Wednesday, Friday).
Barry Evans
Vice Chairman, Patients Participation Group
Response comment on the Surgery news
Everyone will be shocked and disappointed
at this news, which contradicts assurances
given last year that face-to-face appointments
would remain in the West Malling surgery
for 'many years'. It is a terrible blow to our
community, especially if it causes the
closure of the Pharmacy as well.
The news on the surgeries at West Malling
and Leybourne has become further
confused by a statement issued by Tom
18

Tugendhat MP. Tom has said that "those
who need an appointment in the town will
be able to access one". However, the
Surger y’s statement is clear that
appointments will only be available for
"those who truly can't get to Kings Hill", and
only one GP and one nurse will be available
at West Malling. They can clearly only cope
with a small percentage of those currently
being seen. How are appointments going to
be rationed? How immobile do you have to
be to get an appointment? Can a patient get
an appointment in West Malling simply
because they prefer it?
It would be great if we could hear from the
surgery on some of these important
questions. I think the CCG must be
persuaded to stick to their promise last year
and carry on providing healthcare in West
Malling and Leybourne.
Trudy Dean
County Councillor for Larkfield,
East Malling & West Malling

Compensation for delays of 15 minutes
Southeastern are announcing the Autumn
roll-out of 15-minute Delay Repay
compensation.
‘Delay Repay 15’ will mean passengers
delayed by 15 minutes or more will receive
money back to compensate them for the
inconvenience, where currently
compensation applies for delays over 30
minutes.
continued on page 19

From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
9th June Seren Rhys
Weddings
21st June Barry Osborne & Wendy Smyth
Funerals
27th June Digory Firbank

St Michael’s, Offham
Weddings
15th June Scott Russell
& Kelly Downing
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Baptisms
9th June Poppy Keeper

continued from page 18

Bellway Homes update
On 29 May, TMBC planning department
recommended that the Bellway application
be refused planning permission and that
recommendation was agreed unanimously
by the Planning Committee.
However, we already knew then that Bellway
had appealed directly to the Planning
Inspectorate. Their key appeal point relates
to TMBC's alleged inability to demonstrate
a robust or credible supply of housing land.
The appeal will be heard by the Planning
Inspectorate starting on 20 August for six
days at the TMBC Council offices. The
Inquiry will be public, and members of the
public can attend. The Inquiry is not a
c o u r t o f l aw b u t w i l l h ave s o m e
characteristics of a court.
West Malling, East Malling and Larkfield
Parish Councils have registered together as
what is know as a Rule 6 party i.e. a main
party to the Inquiry. The PCs have already
appointed planning lawyers too assist and
are in the process of appointing legal
counsel (probably a QC).

A more detailed case will be assembled for
submission no later than four weeks before
the hearing.
The case against is strong but the local
community will have to fight for it.
Alan Gibbins, Protect West Malling

Tonbridge and Malling Leisure Trust
invest in Larkfield Leisure Centre
The Trust is investing in a new roof and a
new boiler for Larkfield Leisure Centre.
The work will start after the Summer and
will unfortunately mean the closure of the
leisure pool for some time.
Fancy an allotment in West Malling?
WM Parish Council is responsible for the
allotments in Ryarsh Lane and there are
vacant plots to rent. If you are interested
and you reside in the parish, phone Claire
on 01732 870872.
Trudy Dean
These articles are largely based on Trudy’s
regular emails - the West Malling, East Malling
& Larkfield bulletin. Email dean.j6@sky.com if
you would like to subscribe for this and other
local news.
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News around the world
At this time of year, many of us are
preparing to have a Summer holiday of
some kind and, in many cases, perhaps see
a new part of the world.
We have a number of mission partners for
whom we offer support in prayer, financial
assistance and simple friendship and
encouragement as they seek to serve God.
They work in various parts of the world
where need is great and tourists are few.

Daniel & Sarah Brito-Medeiros

Brazil!
Daniel & Sarah Brito-Medeiros are our
Church Mission Society link mission
partners. Sarah is from the UK, Daniel is
from Recife in Brazil and they met in 2005
when they were both working with street
children in Belo Horizonte. They married in
2008 and they now have two primary school
age children of their own, Sophie and Ana.
They are currently in Oxford, training with
CMS and preparing to return to Brazil
where they will work with ReVive in
Olinda, a safe house for young girls at risk.
They recently gave us a brief update via
email. They wrote “The course has been
going very well. We only have three weeks
left and could really do with prayers for
finishing our project and presentation in
that time. We also are beginning to think
about when we are going back to Brazil and
would love prayer for God’s timing. We are
aiming for end of September. We are
spending the summer in Surrey at [Sarah’s]
parents and have lots to organise before we
go so please pray for all the logistics and
that we will be ready to go with everything
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done this end and that the Lord would go
before us and prepare the way and lead us
to where He would like us to live.

Estonia!
Every Diocese in the Church of England is
linked to several countries or dioceses
around the world to ensure each outpost of
the Anglican Communion has a connection
to the Mother Church in England.
In Rochester, one of those links is with
Estonia and St Mary’s and St Michael’s have
paired with St Michael’s in Jõhvi and Holy
River Church in Pühajõe.
Jõhvi is about an hour from the Russian
border in the east of the country and faces
interesting challenges societally as well as
within the church, gradually gaining
confidence to reach out in in a post-Soviet
world.
Rev David is visiting Estonia this Summer
along with several congregation members.
We hope to bring you news of our visit in
September’s edition of Trio.
David Green
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green, St Michael’s Church
16th June 2019, Trinity Sunday
Readings: Romans 5.1-5 and John 16.12-15
Perhaps you know the joke about Trinity
Sunday and Preachers’ annual wrestling
match with explaining the unexplainable?
Jesus asked his followers, “Who do you say that I
am?” Peter answered and said, “Thou art the
Logos, existing in the Father as his rationality
and then, by an act of his will, being generated,
in consideration of the various functions by
which God is related to his creation, but only
because Scripture speaks of a Father, a Son and
a Holy Spirit, each member of the Trinity being
co-equal with every other member and each
acting inseparably with and interpenetrating
every other member, with only an economic
subordination within God, but causing no
division which would make the substance no
longer simple.” And Jesus verily did answer,
saying, “You what?”
I do hope you feel that this is not the day
each year when St Michael’s preaches the
Trinity. I say that because our preaching
always ought to be trinitarian. If there is no
division in God, then we can and ought to
speak of the Father, Son and Spirit’s work
in all we say and do. But it is perhaps a focal
moment which asks us to check how
Trinitarian we are in reality. and, perhaps,
prayerfully to deepen our relationship with
God by seeking to understand the nature of
God more fully.
Because it can get complex I’d like to
explain the Trinity today using words of one
syllable. I didn’t come up with this… I
should add. Professor Mike Higton at the
University of Durham took on the
challenge and it’s so good, I want to share it
with you. So with considerable thanks to

Mike, from now on - words of one syllable
(oh darn - failed already)!
This day is the day in the year when we set
our minds on the fact that God is Three in
One. And the claim that our God is Threein-One – that’s a claim that you might think
is hard to get your head round.
You might think it’s the kind of claim
that sits a long way from the life of faith;
your life of faith. You might think that you
need a big brain to get it right; you might
think you need lots of long, long words.
And what I want to tell you on this three-inone day is that it’s not like that.
This is a truth you can grasp; this is a truth
at home in your faith; this is a truth you can
feel in your heart. This is a truth that does
not need long words – one-bit words will
do.
The first thing to say, though, is that God is
more than our minds can grasp. We don’t
know, we can’t know how God’s life works,
and when we say that God is three-in-one
that’s not meant to help us tie God down;
it does not tell us how God’s life works. It
does not mean we get to say, ‘Oh yes, now I
get it, now I see what it all means, now it all
makes sense to me’. No, it is not meant to
help us put God in a box.
In fact, it’s meant to help us not to put God
in a box. It’s meant to point us to ways in
which there is more to God than we might
have thought – more to God’s life, more to
God’s love, more to the way God shares
God’s life with us.
To see what I mean, what I want you to do
– all that I want you to do this day – is to
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think what it is like when you pray, what it
is like when you come to God and talk to
God – in praise, or to ask God for help or
to own up for things that you have done
wrong. Think what it is like when you pray.
First of all, when we pray to God, we pray to
God as the one who made us, the source
from whom all good things flow: the Lord
who sits on the throne of the world, the
one whose voice can make the world shake,
the one who made the world, and holds the
world, and loves the world.
We here, in our own small church or at
home, or in the car, or out on a walk – we
pray to this One God. And though a lot of
the time we might not give much thought to
what we do, from time to time, it might get
through to us just what a bold thing it is
that we do.
We pray to God, we talk to God, we ask
things of God: the King, the Lord of
Hosts, the one whose life is the fire at the
heart of all things. That on its own should
make our minds reel.
But that’s not all. When we pray, we do not
pray on our own. There is one by our side
who prays with us, the one we call the Son.
He tells us that he is by our side, and we are
told that he now prays with us, and prays
for us. When we pray on this day and each
day, our words join to the Sons’s words, and
they wing their way with his, to the one he
called – well – to the one he called his Dad.
We do not pray on our own.
Don’t think that there’s you on your own
down here, and God on his throne up
there, and that when you pray you try to
throw your small voice up to God and hope
that it might reach all the way. No. You do
not pray on your own.
There is one by your side who prays with
you, a man sent by God to be with you, a
man filled with God’s own life, a man who

is so filled with God, that what he does –
well, those are God’s deeds, and what he
says – those are God’s words, and so when
he prays by your side, that is God who prays
by your side. When he joins your words to
his that is God who joins your words to his.
We don’t just pray to God, we pray with
God; God prays with us.
Do I know how this works, how it can be
that this is God too? No, I don’t, and no
long words can help me get there.
Why should I think that my words, my
mind would give me that kind of grasp on
God?
All I can say is that, in some way too deep
for words, God lives in this man who walks
by my side and your side. On this one, I
don’t need to know how it works I just need
to trust that it’s true – to know it, to feel it,
to rest in it. It is to be lived. This is God by
my side, and I do not pray on my own. This
is God by our side, and we do not pray on
our own.
So: when we pray, we know God on the
throne, the one to whom we pray, and we
know God once more, God by our side the
one with whom we pray.
But that’s not all! When I pray – let’s say,
when I pray for a friend who is sick, when I
cry out, ‘Oh God, Oh God, please help my
friend!’ it’s not that I bring this friend’s
pain to a God who might not have heard of
it,who might not have cared, if I had not
thought to pray.
No. My love, my care for my friend – that’s
what I feel when I dip my toe in the stream
of God’s love for my friend,
when for a while I flow in that stream or it
flows through me –
when God’s care, God’s love,God’s life
flows through me.
And so, when we pray, when we yearn,
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when we long to see God work, when we, in
our own small, weak ways, feel love and care
flow through us – that is God’s life too.
That is God in our hearts, God in our guts,
God’s life in our lives: it is the stream that
bears us up. We know that we can call out to
God and say, with Christ, ‘Dad! Dad! Please
help!’ And when we do that – when we
know with at least a small part of our minds
that each one of us is a child of God – that
is the breath of God in our minds, the fire
of God in our hearts, the stream of God’s
life in our veins.
So, when we pray we do not pray on our
own. Yes, we have God the Son, God by our
side who joins our words to his, But, more
than that, we have God in us, God in our
hearts, God in our guts. This stream that
flows from God and flows through us – that
too is who God is; that is a side of God’s
life. That stream is God one more time.
And so we say – though we don’t know how
this is true, we don’t and can’t know how it
works – that God is not just the source, the
one from whom all good things come, and
God is not just the Son, the one who stands
by our side and will not let us go, but that
God is the stream, the flow, the one in
whom we are caught up, the one in whom
we rest,the one in whom we find our life.
So this is God, the one to whom we
pray, the one to whom we look, to whom we
call out, the one who made the world
and who loves all that has been made. And
then there is God by our side, the one with
whom we pray; God in the life of this man
who shares our life, this man who lives the
life of God by our side, and who pours out
his life in love for us.
And then there is God in our hearts, God in
our guts, God one more time, the stream in
which we dip our toes, the stream in which
we long to swim, the stream which filled the
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Son and can fill us too, and bear us in love
back to our source.
The life of the one God meets us in all these
three ways, and all that we meet in these
three ways, has its roots deep, deep down in
God’s life –all the way down in God’s life –
in ways that our minds are not fit to grasp,in
ways that break our words to bits.
One life, one love, one will, works through
these three to meet us when we pray, to
catch hold of us, to bear us up – and to take
us home.
And that’s why our words for God need to
stretch; one-bit words, it turns out, will not
do on their own.
And so, at the last, I find I need words with
more than just one bit in them… I need lots
of syllables and even then they can’t say it all.
But I do call the source, the one to whom we
pray, God the Father. And we call the one by
our side, the one with whom we pray, Jesus.
And we call the one in our hearts, the one
in whom we pray, the Spirit.
And that is why we call this God – the God
we meet when we pray, the God we know
when we pray – we call this God ‘three in
one’; we describe our God as “Trinity”.
Let us pray:
O Lord our God,
help us to know you when we pray.
Help us to know you as the One
to whom we pray;
help us to know you as the One
with whom we pray;
help us to know you as the One
in whom we pray.
Help us to know you, and to love you,
and to live our lives for you,
one God in three, Holy Trinity. Amen.
David Green

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace, available from good retailers.

Real church signs (found in a church gents toilet above the urinals)
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
Summer is now well and truly with us. The
main concern in gardens when I first start
to work in them is their lack of colour at
this time of year.
Unless there is an abundance of summer
bedding planted in the borders, pots and
hanging baskets, I find that the need for “all
round” interest means that in high summer,
most gardens are just shades of green. It’s
also tempting to buy plants that are giving
their all when Spring arrives, but by the
time July comes they are just foliage.
Summer in the garden shouldn’t just be just
about mowing the lawn and BBQs, but also
enjoying the wonderful deep colours that
only Summer can bring.
At this stage of the year I know some people
are looking to bring in colour and will pop
down to their local garden centre, or
nursery, and buy whatever is looking good.
But I urge you to hold fire and take a look
at what looks good together in situ rather
than what looks good in a plastic pot.
What I suggest is that you go and take a
look at a public garden. By going to one of
the many amazing public gardens in this
area, you will see many different forms a
garden can take and what shrubs and
perennials are at their best in the Summer,
or, for that matter, at any time of the year.
These gardens will also show you how
shrubs look when they mature (in five to
ten years) and will give you an idea of what
to expect if you were to put them into your
garden. It’s not just about flowers either. A
garden is a place to relax and unwind with
your friends and family and many public

gardens will have a tea room and picnic
areas so you can make a day of it.
Near to us are places like Sissinghurst,
known the world over, as is Great Dixter. If
you can get to these gardens, then I
encourage you to do so. You and friends or
family would have a wonderful day out
discovering these gardens.
There is a little gem only a few miles away
from here. Great Comp is a seven acre
garden that is situated just off Seven Mile
Lane and I believe it is at its best in the
summer time. I doubt that you will find a
better value day out this Summer.
If you do get to see a public garden or two,
please don’t think you couldn’t transfer any
of their ideas into your garden. Everything
can be scaled down with a bit of planning,
and you have time to work it out until it is
primetime to get those plants that you want
into your garden. It doesn’t even have to be
plants, you may be inspired by a water
feature or a hard standing area. Take a longterm view again. I’d wait a few months until
the ground is easier to work and you’ve
thought it all through first. It’s always wise
to let ideas stew for any major plans.
I hope I have in some way inspired you to
take a different look at your garden, as well
as keeping it looking as good as it ever has.
Gardening should be fun and rewarding,
but a little bit of hard work will always be
required from time to time. It is Summertime so enjoy your garden, and perhaps go
see someone else’s!
Adam McKay
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Sundays calendar
in July & August
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Morning Praise
Holy Communion
Parade (All-Age service)
Holy Communion

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

Morning Prayer
All-Age Communion (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8.00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

