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From
David
Why do we so often take for granted the
very things that we love the most? Whether
people, possessions or places, our problem
is that we take it all for granted and only
realise how important it was, when
suddenly it’s not there any more.
Someone wise once said that “People say
you don’t know what you’ve got until it's
gone. Truth is, you knew what you had, you
just never thought you would lose it.”
I’m sure the people of France never
seriously considered the possibility that
Notre Dame would not always just be there.
It didn’t need their attention or love. It had
existed before they were around. It would
still be there when they weren’t.
Our entire planet is wrestling with the
effects of Climate Change, and I wonder if
part of our problem is that we don’t really
think that the catastrophe promised will
really materialise. In fifty years time (or
perhaps sooner), I can hear people saying
“we never thought it would come to this.”
It happens in marriages and relationships.
When we become complacent with a
partner, and take them for granted, the
relationship will deteriorate. We get too
busy with children, or careers, or chores
that the couple stop investing in one
another and there is drift. Then one day,
one of them says “I just thought he/she
would always be there.”
On page 20 of this magazine, I recount my
participation in the final service and
deconsecration of Offham Methodist
Church. The sad truth is that the
congregation had dwindled and there was

no resource to provide fresh impetus. They
are not the only ones. Methodist churches
are currently closing at the rate of 2% a
year. The Church of England has admitted
that the Parish system may not last much
longer in its current form since many rural
churches have worshippers in single figures.
The Diocese want to turn Teston into a
“festival church” (only open for Christmas,
Easter, weddings and other celebrations).
The village is up in arms about the
proposals, but there’s a reason why Teston
church is in the position it’s in. Meanwhile,
in Snodland, at the moment, a former
church is available as an upmarket five
bedroom home. Yours for a mere £900,000.
“Appreciate what you have before it
becomes what you had.”
Of course, the Church is always and has
always been a single generation away from
extinction. Nothing in our current situation
is new, and should one of my churches
collapse tomorrow, God’s people in that
place and, therefore, God’s work in that way
would still continue.
But humanity is also as it has always been.
We chase the new, we chase more, we chase
future happiness while failing to value that
which makes us happy and provides for us
in the here and now. So whether it’s our
planet’s climate, your church or cathedral,
your marriage, or something else, remember
to value what you have and care for it and
invest in it. Tomorrow may be too late.
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From
Mark
As we move into the month of May, towards
the end of this month and the beginning of
June, we will be marking a special time in
the worldwide church’s calendar.
At the end of May we will mark Ascension
Day and, in turn, people around the world
will start eleven days of constant prayer as
part of the Thy Kingdom Come movement,
in which churches are called to join together
in a global wave of prayer, first set-up and
initiated by the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York.
After the very first Ascension Day the
disciples gathered with Mary, constantly
devoting themselves to prayer while they
waited as Jesus had instructed. At Pentecost,
they received what they were waiting for
when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
empowered them to speak boldly in the
service of God. Like those first disciples,
our reliance on the gift of the Holy Spirit is
total – on our own we can do nothing.
Through the centuries Christians have
gathered at Pentecost to pray for the coming
of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’
picks up this tradition. Over the past three
years more and more worshipping
communities have dedicated the ten days
between Ascension and Pentecost to pray
‘Come Holy Spirit’.
The Thy Kingdom Come organisers are
praying that the Spirit of God would inspire
and equip his church to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ with our friends and
families, our communities and networks. It
has been amazing how many varied ways
there have been in which people from every

tradition have taken up this challenge, and
the impact has been remarkable.
It is the prayer of Thy Kingdom Come that
those who have not yet heard the Good
News of Jesus Christ and his love for the
world will hear it for themselves, and
respond. Specifically, we will again invite
each and every Christian across the country
to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the
lives of just five friends who have not
responded to God’s call.
There will be many ways over the ten days to
join in with activities taking place across the
Malling Deanery. There is also the
opportunity to join in big events at
Rochester Cathedral and Trafalgar Square
at Pentecost. So where ever you are, please
do join me and pray, pray without ceasing
for friends, family and an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit.
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com
If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News around the Cluster
required. There will be a retiring collection
on behalf of the GCMF. For more
information, visit dvym.org or
greatcompmusic.org.

DVYM Wind Band Concert
Sunday, May 12th, 3.00 to 4.00 p.m.
St Mary’s Church, Long Mill Lane, Platt
The Darent Valley Youth Music Wind
Band, based in Eynsford, will perform
popular favourites from its Bandstand
repertoire of marches, folk songs, show
tunes and film scores.
Sponsored by the local Great Comp Music
Festival, the concert is a wonderful
opportunity for families and young
performers to hear this award-winning
band. DVYM offers school-aged musicians a
full range of experiences through its
Concert and junior wind bands, the
Phoenix jazz band, the ukulele ensemble
and its junior choir. Tickets are not

Pat Dickin returns to ministry
Since we have been keeping you updated in
recent months on Pat’s health, we thought
it was important to let you know that our
colleague Rev Pat Dickin of Mereworth and
West Peckham has now returned to
ministry. Her painful frozen shoulder
problems are continuing but Pat felt well
enough to return to work before Holy Week
and Easter. We give thanks for her return
and ask that those who pray continue to
remember Pat and her family.
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Pub Theology
The next Pub
Theology session will
take place on
Thursday the 16th of
M ay i n t h e F i ve
Pointed Star in West Malling. We start at
7.30 p.m.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
At the time of writing
we are still looking for
a compromise to
deliver on Brexit.
However, I thought I
might take some time
to share with you
some positive news a
bit closer to home.
As you know, over
recent weeks the M20 has suffered from
severe congestion in the morning rush
hour, as the works finish at 6 a.m. That is
why, along with neighbouring MPs, I
wrote to Highways England to ask them
to reopen the motorway earlier. They
have now responded and said that they
will be re-opening the road at 4.30 a.m.
This is great news for us all. We’ve been
well supported by local schools and bus
companies as well, and I’m grateful.
There is also good news for the
Maidstone East line. Southeastern have
confirmed that they have made small
changes to their timetable from May
2019, and we will now be able to travel
quicker between Maidstone East and
London Victoria on many of the trains. I
know that many people were hoping for
more. I’m still pressing for the through
trains and City services we need, but this
is a small victory.
The best way to get hold of me is to email
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk or
write to me at 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, TN9 1SP.

Congratulations to Gemma Coupland
on running the London Marathon
St Mary’s member
Gemma Coupland
ran the London
Marathon this year
in
aid
of
D e m e n t i a
Re vo l u t i o n , i n
tribute to her
grandmother who
would have been
90 this year.
O u r s i n c e r e A Gemma ‘selfie’ while
thanks to everyone
out training for her
who suppor ted
marathon run!
Gemma Coupland
on Easter Sunday
and bought cakes, donated money or just
simply gave Gemma their encouragement
and good wishes. We raised £210 last
Sunday towards the cause.
Overall, Gemma has raised the phenomenal
total of over £10,000 (including Gift Aid). So
a huge well done to Gemma from everyone
in our Cluster for your amazing endurance
and achievement!
If you still want make a contribution, no
matter how small or large, it will be greatly
re c e i ve d . Yo u c a n g i ve o n l i n e a t
virginmoneygiving.com, search for “Gemma
Coupland” or give offline by dropping off a
donation at the Vicarage, clearly marked as
“Gemma Marathon Funds”.
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
Holy Week and Easter at St Mary’s
It was another busy Holy Week and Easter
in West Malling with a wonderful turnout
on Easter Sunday in particular to celebrate
Jesus’ resurrection.
Rev Jim Brown and Becky Clifford led the
Palm Sunday celebrations and then we
joined with our friends at St Gabriel’s on
Maundy Thursday to mark the Last Supper
(see p.14 for details).
On Good Friday, Rev David was once again
one of the key organisers for the Walk of
Witness. Around 200 people made the
journey from St Thomas RC Church, via
the Baptist Church and the Abbey, up the
High Street to St Mary’s, with regular stops,
hymn singing and a re-telling of Jesus’
betrayal, arrest, crucifixion and death.
Later that same day, there was a Quiet Hour
Vigil and then a (very-definitely) not quiet
X:plore Easter craft activity session for
families.
On Easter Sunday, we joined with St
Michael’s for their Dawn Service (see p.11)

Some of the crowd at the Walk of Witness,
in the grounds of West Malling Abbey

before our two regular Sunday services took
place at St Mary’s.
The 10 o’clock was a real highlight of the
Holy Week and Easter celebrations since, as
well as being Easter Day, it also marked the
debut of our new junior choir - the
Treblemakers! They were so excited to be
there and taking part a full role in the
service.
In addition, our Director of Music Richard
Hall issued an open invitation for anyone to
join the adult choir for the day. Ten
primary school age children in the
Treblemakers joined with a newly enlarged
adult choir to really enhance our singing.
We were delighted to welcome back also the
brass band who played with us at
Christmas. Collaborating with Richard on
the organ, Thine be the Glory really lifted the
roof as choir, brass, organ and congregation
sang together in celebration.
In his Easter sermon, David noted the
recent tragic events at Notre Dame
cathedral and told the children all about a
similar fire we suffered here at St Mary’s in

St Mary’s was pretty full for Easter Day.
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funeral will take the form of a Memorial
the year 1712. You can find out how he Service, to be hosted at St Mary’s.
wove in the Easter message of joy and Mothers’ Union
resurrection by reading our Sermon of the for Mothers and Others.
Month on pages 22 to 24 of this magazine.
On Monday 13th May we
Annual Meeting and Electoral Roll
will be visiting Pilsdon at
Last month, we reported on the APCM but Malling at 2.00 p.m. We will
did not announce the new number for the meet at the gate just before
new Electoral Roll. There has been quite a that time. If you would be interested in
bit of movement with new names coming joining us for the visit then please let me
on and a few people who we would expect know so I can let them know how many of
to be on the Roll who have to complete a us will be coming.
form.
Gail Crutchfield
At the close of April, there were 96 people New facilities April update
on the Electoral Roll for St Mary’s, a
cumulative decrease of one since 2018. But Progress has slowed in April because of
what the count masks is a large number of everyone’s focus on Holy Week and Easter.
new additions to the roll and a few people We have also heard from Purcell about a
who have been removed, either because restructuring of their business which has
they moved away or sadly died. We meant the PCC and their Sub-Group have
anticipate that when a few late names are had to re-examine our contractual
added, the Roll will once again go back arrangements, but we think we’ve now got
that sorted.
above 100.
Our Architect met with a group of people
Teddy Bear Zip Wire
from church to talk about the kitchen and
On the 25th of May, St Mary’s is once again refreshment arrangements, and the group
playing host to the Relief in Need Teddy Bear were very happy with his proposals and
Zip Wire. Children and the young at heart suggested solution. We are also continuing
are welcome to bring a teddy bear to church to make contact with glass artists who we
for the ride of their life! ALl funds raised go hope may help us with the RAF West
towards our vestry charity, Relief in Need, Malling memorial window that we will be
which makes small grants to West Malling commissioned as part of the plans.
residents in situations of crisis or emergency With the drawings making good progress,
need (see also p21).
the Sub-Group expect to turn their
attention back to the seating arrangements
Funeral arrangements
and try to come to a mind on a suggested
for Ian Walker-Jopson
solution for the re-ordered church.
A number of people have enquired about
the funeral arrangements for Ian. Rev Plant and cake sale, 1 June
David is currently liaising with Ian’s family There will be a plant and cake sale and
about the plan and a date will be coffee morning at St Mary’s on Saturday the
announced as soon as possible. A cremation 1st of June to raise funds for the church (see
has already taken place privately and the p. 21 for more details).
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
The new Easter Pascal candle was lit from
Holy Week and Easter in Offham
St Michael’s had a ‘full’ Holy Week this year the brazier while saying a prayer, and after a
with services in church each day of the week reading from St John’s Gospel we were able
to give the Easter Acclamation - “Alleluia,
in the run-up to Easter
Christ is Risen” and “He is
Sunday, thanks to the
risen indeed! Alleluia!” to
kind efforts of Rev Jim
celebrate the resurrection and
Brown and Stewart
greet one another with wishes
Biggs who helped to
for a Happy Easter.
host the additional
We were then invited to
worship.
breakfast of hot sausages, tea
On Monday, Tuesday
and coffee in the warmth of
a n d We d n e s d a y
the nearby Jabez Barn, with
evenings, a variety of
thanks to Stephen and Anne
Evening Prayer style
The Easter Day
Betts for their hospitality.
services were held. We
Dawn Service
Later that day, Rev Jim led the
gathered with the
All-Age Holy Communion
Cluster on Maundy
Thursday at St Gabriel’s and the Walk of service for Easter Day with a packed church
Witness in West Malling on Good Friday, and lots of celebration.
before a Solemn Easter Liturgy took place
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
in the afternoon.
Last month, we reported on the APCM but
On Easter Day itself, we were fortunate to
did not announce the new number for the
be blessed with a clear horizon as 47 people
new Electoral Roll. There has been quite a
assembled at St Michael’s at 6.15 in the
bit of movement with new names coming
morning around the blazing brazier to mark
on and various other names removed
the first service of the day.
through relocations or, sadly, death. At the
The Dawn Service opened with Rev David close of April, there were 58 people on the
speaking the uplifting words: “Blessed are Electoral Roll for St Michael’s, a cumulative
you, Lord God of all creation, to you be increase of two since 2018.
glory and praise for ever. Your steadfast love
ex te n d s to t h e h e ave n s a n d yo u r Church Away Day, May 18th
faithfulness never ceases. Illuminate our Rev David would like to invite the
hearts with your wisdom and strengthen congregation of St Michael’s to join with the
our lives with your word, for you are the PCC for an Away Day in May. The last one
fountain of life; in your light we see true was held in 2012 and it’s now a good time to
light. Blessed be God, Father, Son and discuss again how we might develop as a
Holy Spirit.” - to which we replied “Blessed parish and seek God’s guidance for the future
be God for ever.”
of our church family and how we serve the
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village. The Away Day
will be held at St Martin
of Tours in Chelsfield
(near Orpington) from 9.45 a.m. to 2.45 p.m.
To enable parents to attend and be involved,
we hope to provide some separate activities for
children and young people.

Offham Methodist Church
David has provided a
ref lection on the
f inal ser vice and
deconsecration of
Offham Methodist
Church on page 20.
Offham Society
The AGM was a great success with about 40
people attending; the
business of the AGM
was followed by a
fascinating talk by Pete
Ky n s e y a n d A n n a
Walker, our local aviators, on their unusual
hobby - “Flying on Skis” – when they
recounted their experiences of 30 years of
landing light aircraft in the Alps.
The next date on the Society’s calendar of
events is running the Bottle Stall at May Day
and we would welcome donations of bottles
to add to the stock on the stall. Please hand
them to any member of the committee.
On Sunday, 23rd June from 12.30 to 4.00
p.m. on the Cosgrave Field we will holding
our popular ”Lazy Sunday Jazz” (a joint event
with St Michael’s Church). Join us once
again on Cosgrave Field and bring your own
picnic. The net proceeds will be shared with
the St Michael’s Church Fabric Restoration
Fund. Once again, the music will be supplied
by the quartet, Javajam with singer, SarahJane. Entry by ticket only at £5 per adult
(children 12 and under free); to book your
tickets please contact Patrick Bligh on 01732
842952.
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Offham Open House
On Thursday, 2nd
May 2018 there will
be a trip to Kenward
Trust in Yalding. The
Kenward Trust has a
national reputation for excellence in the field
of drug and alcohol treatment and
rehabilitation. Their work is critical in
helping individuals turn their lives away from
substance misuse.
We will hear a short talk on Kenward Trust,
have some refreshments and visit their shop
which sells a range of horticultural products
and woodcrafts. We will meet on the Green at
9.45 a.m. for a departure at 10 a.m. The cost
per head is £3 towards the cost of the
refreshments, payable in advance to Ann Frost.
We need to know in advance if you are
planning to attend this event, so please let
Elizabeth Miller know on 01732 849157 or
you can e-mail dusty@dustymillers.plus.com.
The following month on Thursday, 6th June
there will be a trip to Broadview Gardens,
Hadlow for a garden tour and refreshments.
We will need to meet on the Green at 9.45
a.m. for a departure at 10.00 a.m.
Malling Art Club
This month’s meeting
is on Thursday 30th
May when Jane
Sandoe will talk about
and demonstrate printing with Glycerin.
Malling Art Club also run an afternoon
‘hands on painting’ session once a month in
Ryarsh Church Hall – Thursday, 16th May
from 2-4pm - £5 on the door, non-members
welcome. Bring your own paints/pencils.
Further details on the website
www.mallingartclub.co.uk.

Offham May Day, Saturday 4 May
May Day starts at 12.30pm. The official
opening will be conducted by Councillor
Ann Kemp who will also judge the Great
Offham Bake Off. The May Queen
procession begins at 1.00 p.m. with Sophie
Bailey, the May Queen crowned at 1.30
p.m. followed by the Offham Primary
School Maypole Dancing.
During the afternoon activities in the arena
will include children’s games, the Offham
Dash, the dog show, tug of war and plank
walking. The Kettle Bridge Clogs will be
dancing ahead of the May Queen
procession and again later in the afternoon
at the Kings Arms. Plenty of food and fun
are available for all the family.
BBQ, Pimms stall, tea lawn and cake tent,
face painting, fairground, coconut shy,
tombola, toys and games, books, cakes and
bottle stalls, cake stall. Entries for the dog
show should be made at the stall on the

Green before 3.15
p.m. and entries for
the Bake Off must be
delivered to the Green by 12.30 p.m.

THE OFFHAM
PICTURE HOUSE
Saturday, 11 May 2019
DOORS OPEN AT 6.00 PM
FOR THE 7.00 PM SCREENING
OF

BOHEMIAN
RHAPSODY
FREE ENTRY.
Donations very much appreciated.
All monies raised
go to support our Village Hall
THERE WILL BE AN INTERVAL
during which movie meals and
refreshments will be served
Tea, coffee, soft drinks, choc ices
for sale.
Also a Raffle.
If you would like any further details,
order your movie meal
or wish to join our mailing list then
please contact
offhamcinema@icloud.com
To order your movie meal,
please email
offhamcinema@icloud.com
by Wednesday, 8 May at the latest.
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Easter at St Gabriel’s
It was a special Easter at St Gabriel’s as we
had our largest Easter service in many
years.
Our celebrations started on Palm Sunday,
where we waved Palms and blessed palm
crosses. On Maundy Thursday we had our
first ever “Experience the Last Supper”
where people from across the Cluster
shared in a meal and re-enactment of the
Last Supper with foot washing and the
sharing of communion. On Good Friday
we welcomed all ages to Messy Church
Easter, our growing service of crafts,
worship and an exploration of the Easter
Story. Our Easter Sunday service was a
great family celebration.
We made Easter
G a rd e n s , h e a rd
from the children
why Jesus had to
die on the cross
and shared bread
and wine. The
celebrations
finished with an
Easter Egg hunt. It
was brilliant to
Foot washing
welcome visitors and
on Maundy
regulars for this
Thursday
special celebration.

Easter at St Gabriel’s

Big Church Day Out
25th - 26th May 2019, Wiston House,
Steyning, BN44 3DZ, approximately an
hour and a quarter by car.
Big Church Day out is a big church music
festival with international music artists,
worship tents, family village, bars, food
stalls and lots of fun things going on. To
find out more check out their website.
For the last three years a few of us have
enjoyed the festival, and through links
with other churches we can get heavily
discounted group prices.
Weekend Ticket:
Adult £28
(Day ticket: £23)
Child £22
(Day ticket: £17)
If you want to camp over the weekend
then it's an extra £20 per adult and £10
per child.
Be part of the St Gabriel's group, for
either the day or weekend and experience
a larger view of Christ's church in the
world.
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1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
15
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If you contact a business who advertise, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!
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Civic news from
around the local area
The last Borough without webcasting?
A succession of miscounted votes (full
Council) and contentious planning
applications lost by a single vote has revived
the question of why Tonbridge and Malling
Borough Council is so behind the times.
TMBC has no live or recorded webcasting
of meetings. So people cannot check on
whether their councillor is speaking up for
them or dozing on the back benches, or
make sure the official record of meetings is
correct, or just find out what the Council is
up to. No podcasts can be used. It has no
electronic voting system. Very few councils
cut their residents out in this way these
days.
Time for a change! Ask your
candidates what they think about this issue.
Nightingale walks,
Leybourne Country Park
Nightingales only sing when they are mating
for a few short weeks each year. Don't miss
the opportunity to join one of the guided
walks in Leybourne Lakes Country Park on
the following dates - Thursday 9th May at 5
p.m. and Saturday 11th May at 7 a.m.
Bridge over the motorway to be fixed
A temporary Road Closure has been
announced on Roughetts Road, Ryarsh
from 26 April for up to six weekends from
20.00hrs Friday until 06.00hrs Monday.
The road will be closed at the overbridge
above the M20 and is to allow works on the
bridge deck above M20 to be carried out by
Highways England. The bridge was brought
down after being struck by a crane on a
lorry.

Bellway application for 80 houses on
Lavenders Road, Swan Street
The planning application will now be heard
at the Area Planning Committee meeting at
the TMBC offices (Civic Suite) on 29 May
at 7.30pm. This is the third time of asking
but does now appear to be the real date.
With the council elections on 2nd May, we
cannot be sure who will be making the
decision at the Planning Committee on
29th May but we can contact all those
standing for election, especially in the local
wards, to ask for their views on the
proposals.
There’s also a photo-opportunity on
Saturday 11th May at 10.00 a.m. for those
opposed to the proposals. Meet at the top of
Frog Lane to take part.
Arundel House, West Malling
The Parish Council has been contacted by
the new project manager for Arundel House
prior to removing the scaffolding recently.
Hooray! This building by the High Street
bus stop has been an eyesore for over three
years. Let's hope the repairs now get
underway in earnest.
Public toilets in West Malling
We understand from TMBC that the awful
state of the toilets in West Malling is the
result of the flushing system not working
properly. A maintenance engineer has been
engaged and, when the plumbing has been
sorted out, the cleaning contractors have
been engaged to carry out a deep clean.
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From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
14th Apr Indi Cresswell
Interment of Ashes
25th Apr Joan & Joyce Golesworthy

St Michael’s, Offham
Baptisms
7th Apr Emily Urquhart
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
None

Closure of Lavenders Road
On Monday 13th May, Lavenders Road in
West Malling will be closed for surface
patching.
Have you registered to vote?
Only six out of ten people under 25 are
registered to vote. It is now too late to
register for next Thursday’s local elections,
but if you want to vote on 23rd May in the
European Elections, you should register as
soon as possible.
It takes about five
minutes online, and it’s free. Go to gov.uk/
register-to-vote.
Junior Park Run every Sunday, 9 a.m.
Manor Park, West Malling
The Junior Park runs are organised 2 km
runs for children between 4 and 14 years
old. There are stewards along the route,
which has been chosen as a safe route to
run. The runs are free, but you must register
to get a printed copy of a barcode which
then enables you to join in Park Runs
anywhere in the country. Visit the Manor
Park junior parkrun site for links to register.

Men’s Health
Most men who die of cancer will die of
prostate or bladder cancer. Men – are you
missing out on finding out about YOUR
risk of Prostate or Bladder Cancer? Come
to our free workshop and find out more
about it. Two leading men’s Cancer
specialists will tell you all you need to know
at a free workshop on Wednesday 5th June
at Genesis Care, 17 Kings Hill Avenue,
ME19 4UA.
Food and drink will be served from 6.30pm
and the illustrated Workshop will start at
7.00pm.
Please email Barry Evans, at
wmgpppg@gmail.com and put “Men’s
Health” in the subject line to reserve your
place. Places are limited to 60 so please
reserve your place quickly.
Trudy Dean
These articles are largely based on Trudy’s
regular emails - the West Malling, East Malling
& Larkfield bulletin. Email dean.j6@sky.com if
you would like to subscribe for this and other
local news.
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Offham Methodist Church
closes its doors for good
On Sunday the 28th of April, I had the great
privilege, joy and sadness of attending a final
service of celebration and deconsecration of
Offham Methodist Church.
On a sunny afternoon, the small church
that seats just 40 was absolutely rammed
with people who had come together to say
goodbye to the building and congregation.
Alongside the small handful of worshippers
who have been manfully trying to keep the
church going in recent years, there were
friends from the wider Circuit, Methodist
ministers and lay preachers who have led
services at the church and a smattering of
friends from my two Anglican churches
along with myself and my predecessor,
Canon Brian Stevenson.
The service was led by Rev John Butt with
input from a number of other speakers,
including Colin Wolfe, church steward.
The service of worship began with a salutary
and painful, declaration: “The time has come
for this congregation of Christ’s holy Church,
under God’s leadership, to disband and take
leave of this building.”
During the hour-long service, hymns of
praise that had been chosen by the
congregation were sung, memories and
reminiscences shared, and a litany of
thanksgiving prayed.
Rev John had the final and painful task of
declaring the building deconsecrated and
the church congregation disbanded.
Fighting back the tears, Rev John had the
unenviable task of saying “we now
deconsecrate and release for any honourable use
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Methodist ministers and lay-preachers
(current and former) at the final service.
[this building]. We declare that it is no longer the
place of meeting of a Methodist congregation.”
A Methodist Chapel has been in Offham
since 1848 and the current building was
built in 1898. Its closure marks the end of
an era for Christian worship in the village.
In reporting here, I am conscious that I am
not a Methodist minister and have little
voice. They simply gave a kind invitation to
attend and it was a privilege to be with them.
Several years ago now, when the church’s
closure began to be inevitable, I issued a
standing invitation to our friends that they
will always be welcome to worship with us at
St Michael’s if they so choose. I recognise
that many of them may prefer to find a
Methodist congregation and travel a little
further afield to do that. That’s fine, if so.
Regardless, we pray for our friends in this
moment of grief and sadness at the death of
their church, and give poignant thanks with
them for all the life this church once gave.
David Green
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green, St Mary’s Church
28th April 2019, Easter Sunday All-Age talk
Readings: Acts 10.34-43 and Luke 24.1-12
Over the last week, we have told the story of
Jesus’ final week on this earth. On Palm
Sunday Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem
just before Passover, and was welcomed as a
King, and the Messiah, God’s chosen one.
But not everyone liked Jesus, and some
powerful people especially didn’t like the
way that the people saw him as a Saviour, a
Messiah, a King. They hatched a plan to
have him arrested and eliminated, have him
killed. And so this week, we have also told
the story of Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday; how Jesus was betrayed by one of his
friends, how he was arrested even though
he had done nothing wrong, put in front of
a court who had a trial, and by the
following morning, Jesus was hanging from
a wooden cross and was left to die.
The sins and selfishness and power games
and evil and wickedness of the world, all
laid upon him. We have heard that when he
died on that cross, his friends came to take
his body away for burial. They thought all
was lost. They were very, very sad;
distraught, crying, devastated.
The man they thought was God’s son, their
Saviour and King, the one who was going to
change everything, lay dead and gone in a
garden tomb.
But that was not the end of the story.
Three days later as the Sabbath was just
about to begin, very early in the morning,
while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary, Jesus’ mum, (referred to here
as mother of James, because Jesus did have
some younger brothers and sisters), they all
go to the tomb to get Jesus’ body ready for

burial but there is a big shock, a big
surprise.
Jesus wasn’t there. They thought at first that
someone had moved the body, perhaps
someone had stolen it. Until they met two
men in dazzling white. The angels asked
them “why are you looking for someone
who’s alive amongst dead people?”
Jesus isn’t here. He is alive. He is risen!
The incredible, amazing, fantastic truth of
Easter Day is that Jesus, God’s Son, took
the worst that this world could throw at
him. All the sin and selfishness of the
world, all the destruction they could muster
and he died. But death could not hold him
down. He rose again. He beat all that sin
and selfishness and destruction.
Because of Jesus Christ, we can have hope.
Death is not the end. We will rise, because
Jesus rose. We will know God and his
heavenly kingdom, because in Jesus, the way
stands open to us all.
When all we see is death and destruction
and sadness, we now know that it doesn’t
have to stay this way. There is hope.
In our reading today, it said that Jesus’
friends were told to remember what he had
said to them. How he would be “handed
over to sinners, be crucified and on the
third day rise again.”
And the time when John tells us he spoke
to the religious leaders and said “Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.” John 2.18-22
The religious leaders responded, 'It has
taken forty-six years to build this temple,
(i.e. the physical building, God’s Temple in
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Jerusalem). How will you raise it up in three
days?' But, as John says, Jesus was speaking
of the temple of his body.
I don’t know how many of you kids heard
about this. I’m sure many of the adults here
today saw the news this week about the
absolutely tragic, devastating news of the
fire at the Cathedral of Notre Dame, in
France.
We don’t know how the fire started yet but
this beautiful, ancient building, that is so
important to the French people, caught fire
and a great deal was destroyed.
The good news is that they are now finding
that some key parts of the church have
sur vived. The French President has
promised they will rebuild and lots of
people have already started to give money to
help pay for the rebuilding.
We might say that after this death and
destruction of this wonderful church, there
will be some resurrection.
And, you know, in that resurrection and
rebuilding, there is hope.
But I wonder if you know this. The church
that you are sitting in today, another church
dedicated to Mary, like Notre Dame, a
much less important church in the world
but an important church to the people who
worship here, who have been baptised here,
or got married here, or have loved ones
buried here… did you know that where you
are sitting right now is already a sign of
resurrection and of hope?
Because this church has been rebuilt.
In the church’s records, we are able to read
that in 1712, St Mary’s had a new Vicar
who had only just been appointed. His
name was Simon Babb. Reverend Simon
was woken from his bed very early in the
morning, at around 1 or 2 o’clock in the
morning on the 17th of November. There
was a storm over West Malling. Thunder

and lightning. And a bolt of lightning hit
the church spire.
Now these days we have clever things called
lightning conductors to keep us safe if it
should happen again. But in those days,
they didn’t have that. I’ll tell you what
Reverend Simon wrote down about that
night.
He wrote “There happened a terrible and great
tempest of thunder and lightning and set afire
the spire of the church (the spire caught fire). The
fire broke down through the roof and ceiling of
the body of the church and through the belfry
door, broke down the pendulum of the clock,
melted the bottom of the pendulum, went
through the head of the chancel, and did a great
deal of other damage, especially to the spire.”
Like Notre Dame, our church caught fire
307 years ago and a great deal of damage
was done. Unlike Notre Dame, they found
it hard to raise money and in 1778, the
centre of the church fell down completely.
For some years we had a tower, no spire on
top, a big gap where you’re all sitting now,
and then the Chancel at the far end.
It even gave rise to a Kentish proverb at the
time, remembered even after the reasons for
the collapse had been forgotten. They used
to say of us:
“Proud Town Malling but poor people.
They built a church to their steeple.”
Sadly, Simon Babb died in 1730 and was
buried here and over the next 50 years,
several Vicars came and went without
making much progress on the building.
At one point, around 50 years later, they
were still talking about how to fix it and
they even contemplated knocking down the
Chancel, which is now nearly 700 years old!
The rebuild was so complicated. At the time
it was really controversial and lots of people
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wanted to knock it down, while others
wanted to keep it.
I’m really glad they did keep the Chancel
and I’m even more glad that they were
finally able to begin rebuilding our church.
In 1786, the rebuilding was complete and
this part of the church was once again open
for worship.
The church has never stayed the same all
that long. Many, many times this church has
changed. The last big set of changes was
about 115 years ago, when the Victorians
made it look like it does now. But what I
want you to know today, as you pray on this
Easter Sunday, this day of joy and hope and
resurrection, is that the very stones which
surround you are stones of hope and
resurrection.
When fire devastated this church, a little like
the awful, awful fire at Notre Dame, that was
not the end of the story. That was not the
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end of God’s people. That was not the end
of St Mary’s.
In the late 1700s, the people of Town
Malling believed, they hoped, they prayed,
they gave, they made it happen and St
Mary’s lived again.
So whatever is going on in your life today.
Whatever might happen in the future when
you face something that is hard and difficult,
know that when you pray here, you pray
surrounded by stones that speak of
resurrection and hope.
And know most important of all that, when
you pray, you pray to God our Father, who
raised his Son Jesus from the dead, by the
power of the Holy Spirit and whatever you
face, and whatever you pray about, there...
is... hope.
David Green

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace, available from good retailers.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
Spring tends to be most people's favourite
time of the year; perhaps because, after a
dull, damp and cold winter, Spring in our
gardens is full of colour and life.
Daffodils stand proud with their custard
yellow trumpets bellowing out, then they
hand over the baton to the tulip with all
their rich colours and different styles of
headware. There's also the early flowering
shrubs, Forsythia being the one we all seem
to notice with frothy looking yellow flowers.
The birds return from their migration to
warmer climes. They come back to build
nests and mate. Hedgehogs come out of
hibernation and the queen bee starts up a
new colony by feasting on the pollen before
allowing her workers to take over.
Spring is a lovely time in the garden. But
May is a month when there can sometimes
be a pause. The daffodils have gone over as
well as the Forsythia and the perennials,
although growing, aren't ready to flower
until June or July. The same is true of roses.
What May gives us is time to make sure our
gardens look even better next Spring. All
the daffodils and tulips need to be
deadheaded. Doing so stops them from
producing seed which, in turn, means the
energy will go back into the bulb. If you had
more leaf than flower this year, then your
bulbs will need dividing. This is the perfect
time to split the clumps. A sprinkle of
‘sulphate of potash’ around their base will
also give them a boost.
The Spring and late-Winter flowering
shrubs can be cut back hard now. Reducing
their size will keep them under control

and looking tidy. Another plus is that they
flower on last year’s growth, so a good hard
prune now will promote fresh new growth
throughout the Summer, which, in turn,
will guarantee more flowers next year. The
shrubs that will benefit from this are
Viburnum Tinus, Ribes, Spirea ‘bridal wreath’,
Choisya and of course Forsythia. The later
you leave this task the less impact you'll
have next Spring. A sprinkle of ‘fish, blood
and bone’ is a good idea after a hard prune.
If your garden lacks wildlife, then fix a bird
box (or three) on a North-facing wall or
fence. Facing them south is too warm for
hatchlings. Keep a bird feeder fully stocked.
Birds remember where food is available and
will use up valuable energy to visit your
garden, so don’t waste their visit. If budget
allows, put in a bird bath too.
Bees are very important to us as they are
pollinators. So having pollen-rich plants will
help improve numbers of this vital insect.
Single petal flowers are best as these aren't
cultivated by growers and have easier access
to the nectar they're after.
Lastly the annual Summer ‘trap’ has been
set by DIY stores and garden centres. Don’t
fall for it. Unless you’ve got a sheltered
garden, I’d advise not buying any plants
until at least mid-May as there is still a slight
risk of frost.
So before Spring comes to an end and
Summer strides forward, take a bit of time
to preserve your Spring garden. You'll be
glad you did when you see the results next
year!
Adam McKay
26

TRIO
Advertising Rates for 2018
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£10.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact the Couplands.
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Sundays calendar
in May
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion
All-Age (Parade) service
Holy Communion

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8.00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

