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From
David
In recent days I heard the tragic news that
an elderly gentleman in my parish, someone
I had the privilege to know, had killed himself.
Having lost his wife some years before and
with little family to speak of, when I visited
with him he would confide in me that he
felt he had nothing left to live for.
While he had a clear Christian faith and
understanding of life, he now considered
himself nothing more than a burden on the
taxpayer, he felt he had lasted too long,
outlived those he loved, and, quoting St Paul,
he said it would be best to “be with Christ”.
In some ways, I sympathised with the
predicament as he saw it. Modern medical
science has run faster than our morality or
the pace of our culture can maintain.
Neither have we always handled deftly the
unexpected outcomes of fundamentally
good developments like longer life.
Such conversations are not that uncommon
for me with very elderly people. But I never
anticipated or expected that he was quietly
making a plan to die. Given that many
people knew him and cared for him, I don’t
think anyone else saw it coming either.
I hope this doesn’t feel like I am betraying
his confidence in saying this after his death,
but when I sat and listened to him, my overriding impression was that this man felt
unbelievably isolated and alone.
He lived with others. There were people
around him all the time. He was always
happy to strike up a conversation. But
nevertheless he felt alone.
Sensing his loneliness, I tried to engage
him; the occasional visit, a chat in the

churchyard and also writing letters or cards
to know he wasn’t forgotten. I tried to invite
him to attend various services or events St
Mary’s hosted; mostly without success.
One thing I said to him several times was
that I believe that we live and breathe and
have our being by God’s design. “For such a
time as this” are we called (Esther 4:14). So if
we are here by God’s design, even if we
would rather not be, it must mean the Lord
has purposes for each of our lives. What is it
he would have us contribute?
I do wish he could have seen that he had a
contribution to make; that he wasn’t useless
or a burden, and that there were many
things that were worth living for.
I know too that, while suicide is not a
mental health problem in itself, it is strongly
linked with mental distress and 75% of the
suicides in the UK last year were men. It
seems that we blokes are particularly bad at
expressing how we feel or seeking help when
we are hurting.
As Easter approaches, I also know that while
the night can feel very dark indeed, the sun
will come in the morning. The Christian
faith is hope made real, hope made flesh.
If you feel that you’ve nothing to live for, or
that you are lonely, or that there is no
purpose or joy for you in life, please don’t
suffer in silence and don’t seek your death.
Please come and talk to me or talk to
someone you know who will listen carefully
to you, or phone the Samaritans on 116 123
for free. It doesn’t have to be this way. God
loves you and he has good things for you.
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From
Mark
Empty.
Empty.
Empty.
What does the word “empty” conjure up in
your mind? Maybe nothing left?
Nothing left in yourself to go on to finish
the race? Nothing left in you to give to your
family or friends at the end of a very long
and busy week? Nothing left in the milk
carton, meaning your morning routine is
thrown off? Nothing left in the fuel tank
that means you are stranded? Nothing left
in the bank account with a lack of certainty
as to where the next meal is coming from?
Taken in that way, the word “empty” can
bring confusion, upset, or distress.
For the first Christian believers an empty
tomb first of all created a sense of those
emotions - confusion, upset and distress.
But there’s another way to think about
“empty”.
But then they saw a “young man, dressed in
a white robe” sitting in the tomb and he
said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is not
here. Look, there is the place they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will
see him, just as he told you.’ (Mark 16:6-8).
In the hours and days that followed, the
disciples went from a place of confusion
and upset to joy, hope and faith.
Mark’s gospel account of Jesus’
Resurrection gives us a picture of how the
disciples felt. They were amazed by what

Jesus had done, and by what they witnessed,
and they went on to tell the world and
begin a movement that has brought hope to
countless generations in the two thousand
years since.

So when you are downcast, when you don’t
think you have anything more to live for,
when you don’t think you can face the day
or week ahead of you, let the empty tomb
give you hope. Let Jesus’ resurrection help
you know that there is a better way possible.
If you don’t have a faith at the moment, or
you feel you need to re-invigorate your faith
and start again, you could walk into an
“empty” church during the day. But, even
better, take a step into St Gabriel’s or St
Mary’s or St Michael’s on a Sunday
morning when it is full of other people who
share this Christian faith and who have
found hope and inspiration from the
resurrected Jesus. And just in case you don’t
know where to start, Easter Sunday is April
21st and may just be the best day you could
possibly choose to give it a go!
You will be most welcome. I hope to see you
there.
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com
If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News around the Cluster
drilling, engineering and creation as well as
the education programmes needed to help
the local community in Uganda run the
well and manage it for themselves on an
ongoing basis. A huge thank you to all
concerned.

Good attendance at
Ash Wednesday services
The Ash Wednesday Cluster Services took
place on Wednesday the 6th of March to
mark the start of Lent. Unfortunately, due
to ill-health, Rev Pat Dickin was laid low
and so we were pleased to welcome
Archdeacon Julie Conalty who led the
daytime service at St Lawrence’s Mereworth.
In the evening, St Michael’s Offham played
host with Rev David leading and Rev Mark
preaching.

Deanery Art exhibition
In 2018, Nicola Rose (nicolaroseartist.com)
accepted an invitation to become Malling
Deanery’s ‘Artist
in Residence’ for
the year.
Nicola spent time
with all 24
churches in our
Deanery and our
Clergy and
created a series of
paintings inspired
by her visits.
I n M a rch t his
year, all of the
St Michael’s Offham
paintings went on
by Nicola Rose
display for a special
exhibition at the St
Benedict’s Centre in West Malling Abbey.
The exhibition was very busy with visitors
from across the Deanery and a great
number of the paintings were purchased,
including the painting of St Mary’s, West
Malling (see front cover) which the West
Malling PCC have purchased with the hope
that the painting can go on display in the
new extension (when it is built).

Quiz evening raises big total for Africa
Following a visit to Uganda in October last
year to see the work of Fields of Life,
members of St Michael’s, Offham and St
Mary’s, West Malling recently worked
together with friends from the BART
churches to organise a Quiz Evening to raise
money for a new well supplying clean water
to a community in Uganda.
Mike Metcalfe from St Mary’s and Rev
David asked the questions and West
Malling Primary School’s school hall was
filled to capacity as people gathered for an
evening of quiz challenge and entertaining
fundraising.
Spurred on by a generous offer from an
anonymous donor to ‘match-fund’ anything
raised on the night, through quiz fees, the
raffle, the ‘Heads and Tails’ game and
generous donations, the assembled quizzers
and the anonymous donor together
managed to raise a total in excess of £6,500.
This incredible amount will enable Fields of
Life to fully fund a new well - its sourcing,
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Pub Theology
Following the success
of last year’s
experiment, Pub
Theology is back!
The next session
takes place in the Five Pointed Star on
Tuesday the 2nd of April. Everyone is very
welcome to come and join us, have a chat
over a drink in a relaxed environment and
talk God, ask your burning questions about
faith, and put the world to rights!

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
M a ny pe o ple fe e l
disenfranchised by
politics. They don’t
think it’s worth
getting involved in
campaigning or even
going out to vote. But
if you don’t get
involved, you don’t
avoid the results, you
just let others choose them for you.
Most people are most interested in the
politics that affects them most. That’s
why, as a soldier, I was very interested in
defence and foreign affairs. As a father,
I’m worried about schools and hospitals,
and as someone who lives in a rural
community, I care about buses and
potholes. At each stage, I felt I needed a
voice. That’s why I voted, and then stood
to fight for the views that matter in our
community.
But you don’t have to run for office to
have a say. You can even do it from the
comfort of your own home – just vote.
When you do that, you're choosing who
decides on your behalf.
On 2 May, we have our local elections. If
you want to know more about who is
standing, look online or ask them
questions directly. Make your voice count.
The best way to get hold of me is to email
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk or
write to me at 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, TN9 1SP.

Pat Dickin still unwell
Our colleague Rev Pat Dickin of Mereworth
& West Peckham has had her sick leave
extended because of her painful frozen
shoulder. Her duties are being covered by
the ministry team in the Cluster.
If you need something urgently, please
speak to our Administrator Jenifa Muscat
by calling 01732 842245 or you can send an
email to jenifa.mereworth.
westpeckham@gmail.com. If you need to
speak with a Minister, call Rev David in the
first instance on 01732 842245.
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
As part of the PCC’s efforts to address this
gap, he encouraged the whole of St Mary’s
church community to review their giving.
While the current number on the Electoral
Roll was announced, work on the
membership continues regardless. With a
new Roll being formed this year, a number
of people have yet to complete forms. Those
who have still to submit a new form are
kindly asked to complete one, along with a
GDPR declaration, as soon as possible.

Holy Week and Easter services
Sun 14 Apr, 10 am Palm Sunday
All-Age Holy Communion
Thu 18 Apr, 7 pm Maundy Thursday
Cluster service at St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
“Experience the Last Supper”
Fri 19 Apr, 11 am Good Friday
Walk of Witness,
starting at St Thomas More RC church
Fri 19 Apr, 2 pm Good Friday
Traditional Quiet Hour service
Fri 19 Apr, 3.30 pm Good Friday
X:plore Easter children’s crafts
Sun 21 Apr, 8 am Easter Sunday
BCP Holy Communion
Sun 21 Apr, 10 am Easter Sunday
All-Age Holy Communion

Choral Evensong hits the right note
Rev David, our new Director of Music
Richard Hall and guest choir conductor
James Meaders worked together in March to
lay on a special ‘Come and Sing’ Choral
Evensong event for the Eve of The
Annunciation.
Choral Evensong has not been heard in St
Mary’s for many years and is often difficult
to organise for parish churches these days
because of its heavy reliance on suitable
numbers of able singers.
Adopting a ‘Park Run’ style approach in
which people could sign-up to join the
Choir just for that day and that service,
James and Richard rehearsed a choir of
approximately 25 voices in the afternoon
and, led by Canon Alan Vousden, the
service then went ahead at 5 p.m. that day.
Around 60 people came and the choral
singing was very much appreciated by everyone.
Unfortunately, Rev David had to ask Alan
to deputise at the last minute because he
was struggling with a croaky voice which is
making preaching, and especially singing,
really difficult. Perhaps next time David!

Annual Meeting and Electoral Roll
The St Mary’s Annual Parochial Church
Meeting took place place on Sunday the
17th of March at 10 o’clock as part of the
Sunday service.
John Musker and Clare Innes were both reelected as Churchwardens, and David Day,
Vicky Richardson and Isobel Macdonald
were elected (or re-elected) to join the
existing PCC membership.
A number of presentations were given,
including an update on progress with the
hopes to provide new facilities at St Mary’s.
Our Treasurer, John Denny, also gave
sobering news after a combination of rising
costs, fewer people giving and less
Occasional Office fees had combined to
create a deficit for the year 2018 of £13,474.
He also said that 2019 projects to be similar.
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Ladies Meal, 4th April
The next Ladies Meal will be at 7.30 p.m.
on Thursday 4th April at the Five Pointed
S t a r i n t h e H i g h S t r e e t , We s t
Malling. Please let Jill Rutland know if you
wo u l d l i ke t o c o m e a n d j o i n u s
(jill.rutland@hotmail.co.uk), tel: 01732
843248).
Blown and decorated eggs for Easter
If you would like to help make blown and
decorated eggs to be distributed on Easter
Sunday, now is the time to start getting
busy! Speak to Mary-Rose Richards if you’d
like to know more and/or help out.
Headstones maintenance progress
The monuments reported as ‘high risk’ in
the recent Topple Testing survey were all
repaired at the end of March.
Churchyard water supply
The never-ending saga of the water supply
in the churchyard continues. One of the
new taps has broken and had to be
temporarily disabled. The plumber is aware
and sourcing replacement parts.
The area near the allotments has now been
landscaped as well, following the resurfacing
of the Vicarage drive and the PCC’s 2018
decision not to create car parking in that area.

On Sunday 14th April, Miranda and Vicky
will have their induction into M.U. at the
All-Age service taking place that day.
Later in the month on 27th April,
Rochester Diocese M.U. will be welcoming
the newly appointed World Wide President
of M.U’s four million members. She will be
speaking to us at Bennett Memorial School.
All are welcome at our monthly meetings.
Gail Crutchfield

New facilities March update
An update was given at the APCM by
Canon Alan who outlined the changes
we’ve agreed to the roof design with Purcell
as a way of solving the conundrum of the
roof shape and maintenance concerns.
After that update, Rev David has met with a
few interested people to discuss kitchen and
refreshment facilities in the church and how
extensive (or otherwise) they need to be.
The Architect is looking at options to
include their wishlist. In other news, David
has also made contact with a glass artist
who we hope may help us with the RAF
West Malling memorial window that we
hope to commission as part of the plans.

Children dance for Mothering Sunday
A special Mothering Sunday All-Age
Communion service took place at St Mary’s
at the end of March. Rev David, in his talk,
noted that Mothering Sunday has become a
Mothers’ Union
day to celebrate families and motherhood,
for Mothers and Others.
but he was also keen to remember that it’s a
Last month Rev. David
difficult day for some and he included
Green led our annual
prayers for those for whom the feelings on
ser vice which we all
Mothering Sunday are painful.
enjoyed, followed by tea
As part of the service, the Sunday School
and chat.
had prepared a little dance to perform for
This month our meeting will include a their mums and for the congregation. It was
meditation on Good Friday by Margaret performed to a bouncy song written by John
Moore on Monday 8th April at 2pm in St Musker called “Turn to Jesus”.
Mary’s church.
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Holy Week and Easter services
Offham Methodist Church
Details of St Michael’s Holy Week and Join us to celebrate
Easter services can be found on page 21.
120 years of
Methodist witness
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
in the village on
St Michael’s held their APCM on Sunday Sunday 28th April at
24th March as part of the usual Sunday 3.00 p.m, in a special
service. Stephen Betts was re-elected as a service led by Revd John Butt to mark the
Churchwarden although, sadly, we continue closure of our church. The service will be
t o h a v e a v a c a n c y f o r a s e c o n d followed by tea and cakes in our hall. This
Churchwarden to work with Rev David and is our final act of worship before we close
Stephen in the leadership of the church.
the doors on our church for the last time.
Ken Jordan and Gary Cowan were re- Our last monthly service is on Sunday, 7th
elected to the PCC having completed their April at 11 a.m., which is a communion
previous term-of-office. We also welcomed service led by Revd John Butt. Prior to that
Sally Biggs who was elected to fill one of the on Tuesday, 2nd April, our final Tea and
vacant spots that currently exist.
Chat takes place with a special tea party.
While the current number on the Electoral
Offham Society AGM
Roll was announced, work on the
membership continues regardless. Those The AGM takes place
who have yet to submit new forms are on the 12th April at
kindly asked to complete a form, along with 8 . 0 0 p . m . i n t h e
Village Hall. Join us
a GDPR declaration, as soon as possible.
for drinks and canapés
Church Away Day, May 18th
at 7.30pm followed by “Flying on Skis” - a
Rev David would like to invite the talk by Peter (Pete) Kynsey and Anna
congregation of St Michael’s to join with Walker - our local aviators recount their
the PCC for an Away Day in May. The last experiences of thirty years of landing light
one was held in 2012 and it’s now a good aircraft on glaciers in the Alps.
time to discuss again how we might develop You are encouraged to bring a bottle for our stall
as a parish and seek God’s guidance for the at May Day to add to our collection for this well
future of our church family and how we worthwhile cause.
serve the village. The Away Day will be
held at St Martin of Tours in Chelsfield Offham Open House
(near Orpington) from 9.45 a.m. to 2.45 The April Meeting
p.m. To enable parents to attend and be will be held on
involved, we hope to provide some separate Thursday 4th April
activities for children and young people.
at 10 a.m. when
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there will be a talk by
Wilf Lower entitled
Under Billowing Sails.
For over five thousand years sailing ships
provided the most economic and efficient
means of carrying people and cargoes,
culminating in the clipper tall ships racing
across the world’s oceans. Unfortunately,
steam power heralded their demise, and by
the 1950’s many had disappeared. Some
survived and have led a revival of the
magnificent vessels that embraces their rich
maritime heritage. The development of these
ships, how their tough crews survived, and
the creation of modern day ‘replicas’ are
described, together with their astounding
contribution to the English language! The
meeting will take place at Jackie Hart’s
house, 11 Pepingstraw Close.
The following month on 2nd May 2018 there
will be a trip to Kenward Trust in Yalding.
Kenward Trust has a national reputation for
excellence in the field of drug and alcohol
treatment and rehabilitation. Their work is
critical in helping individuals turn their lives
away from substance misuse.
We will be served refreshments before being
given a short talk on Kenward Trust. We will
also be able to visit their on-site shop which
sells a range of horticultural products and
woodcrafts (ranging from wildlife boxes
through to trendy signs). We will meet on
the green at 9.45 a.m. for a departure at 10
a.m. The cost per head is £3.00, payable in
advance to Ann Frost which will go towards
the cost of the refreshments.
Open House will give Kenward Trust a
donation which will be paid from Open
House funds. We need to know in advance if
you are planning to attend this event, so
please let Elizabeth Miller know on 01732
849157 or you can e-mail
dusty@dustymillers.plus.com.
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Offham May Day, 4 May
May Day is being held on Saturday, 4th May
2019 from 12 noon to 5 p.m. on the Village
Green. Come along with friends and family
and join in the fun. Remember all money
raised gets spent on Offham groups, good
causes and village projects.
There will be the usual array of stalls,
including cakes, tombola, bottles, books, toys
and games, coconut shy, tea tent, BBQ,
vegetarian and vegan food, Pimms bar, raffle,
and face painting.
There are lots of activities for old and young
alike including fairground stalls and rides, a
giant inflatable slide, children’s games, tug of
war and plank walking. Get training and
grooming your pooch for the The Dog Show,
which has lots of classes. Aspiring athletes
may like to get in training for The (all-ages)
Offham Dash.
Stalls will open on the Green at 12 noon
with the May Queen procession and Morris
Dancing preceding the traditional crowning
of the May Queen at 1.30 p.m. followed by a
May Pole Dancing display by pupils from
Offham Primary School.
Malling Art Club
Malling Ar t Club
both encourages and
promotes the amateur
ar tists within our
midst. We welcome
new members that have an interest in
furthering their passion for painting.
We have 65 members and monthly meetings
are held on the last Thursday of each month
at Offham Village Hall commencing at
7.45pm. We cover a wide range of subjects
where experts from all painting disciplines
demonstrate and give advice on their
par ticular techniques whether it is
watercolours, oils, acrylics or line drawing.

This month’s meeting is on Thursday, 24th
April when Fiona Pruden will talk about
and demonstr ate Landscape using
Watercolour medium.
Malling Art Club also run a morning and
afternoon ‘hands on painting’ session once
a month in Ryarsh Church Hall –
Thursday, 4th April from 10-12am and
Thursday, 18th April from 2-4pm - £5 on
the door, non-members welcome, bring
your own paints/pencils. Further details on
the website www.mallingartclub.co.uk
If you wish to come along and sample one
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club
please contact our membership secretarydetails on the club website at
mallingartclub.co.uk
If you have interests in art why not come
along to one of our meetings to see if we
can bring out the budding artist in you?

THE OFFHAM
PICTURE HOUSE
Saturday, 11 May 2019
DOORS OPEN AT 6.00 PM
FOR THE 7.00 PM SCREENING
OF

BOHEMIAN
RHAPSODY
FREE ENTRY.
Donations very much appreciated.
All monies raised
go to support our Village Hall
THERE WILL BE AN INTERVAL
during which movie meals and
refreshments will be served
Tea, coffee, soft drinks, choc ices
for sale.
Also a Raffle.
If you would like any further details,
order your movie meal
or wish to join our mailing list then
please contact
offhamcinema@icloud.com
To order your movie meal,
please email
offhamcinema@icloud.com
by Wednesday, 8 May at the latest.
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Congratulations in March
There has
been lots to
celebrate in
the life of St
Gabriel’s in
the month
of March.
Karen, Kirsty and Jennie
with Bishop Simon
Our first
celebration
was in Rochester Cathedral at a special
Commissioning Service where Karen
We b b e r a n d J e n n i e G l y n n e we re
commission-ed as volunteer Youth &
Children's Workers and Kirsty Montgomery
as a Children's Worker.
The service saw many youth and children’s
leaders commissioned or licensed by the
Bishop of Tonbridge, Rt Rev Simon
Burton-Jones, from across the diocese. A
congregation of nearly 200 came together
to celebrate. It was a lovely service which
acknowledged the great work that Karen,
Kirsty and Jennie do
at St Gabriel's and
with others across
various youth and
children's or family
work.
A week later we
celebrated as Lisa
Bell marked 20
years of service to
the Girls Brigade.
Lisa Bell
She received a
special award and a
wonderful cake (see photo) at our All-Age
and Girls’ Brigade Parade service. Lisa has

been serving 1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
since its inception, inspiring and
encouraging girls and young women in
their faith. It was a wonderful celebration
with special thanks from the girls in her
group and former officer Barbara, who
recently moved to the USA, also present
to wish Lisa well.

The Hub community café
The Hub is a warm
and welcoming
community café that
St Gabriel’s runs at
the Kings Hill Cricket
Pavillion on the 1st
and 3rd Thursday of
every month.
Offering a range of
drinks and cakes, it’s
open to anyone who
wants to get out of
the house for an hour
or two, meet new
people, catch up on
the news, or just let
the children have a
play with others. It’s
an opportunity to get
to know others in our
local community. Join
us any time between 9
a.m. and 12 noon.
Church walk and AGM
Our AGM is on Sunday 28 April as part
of our Sunday worship, including a
Church Walk to Offham this year. All
welcome.
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1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
15
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Civic news from
around the local area
Number 58 Hospital Bus is saved
From 3rd June, the number 58 Nu Venture
bus service to Maidstone will terminate at
the Hospital. After strong public support to
have the bus terminate at the Hospital,
instead of Martin Square, the decision was
confirmed but it will be reviewed in a year’s
time so be sure to use the bus when you
can. It can be picked up at West Malling
High Street and the new service will be
more frequent and run for a longer part of
the day, benefitting patients and visitors alike.

West Malling shops change hands
The Clock shop is to become a flower and
coffee shop, and we understand that Moor
and Mountain, Baldock’s clothing store, is
to become a restaurant.

Police Station Road markings
Nick Stapleton writes: When I first saw the
re-marking in Police Station Road, my first
thought was that someone had done a DIY
job for a laugh. The work is so shoddy, the
white lines were breaking up days after
being laid, and the tarmac is bright pink
when the rest is grey in a Conservation
Area! Af ter complaints from local
Councillors and from residents, KCC have
accepted the work is ‘defective’ and
Southern Water have been told the work
must be redone, using better materials.
We have also asked whether the surfacing in
King Street can be changed to grey rather
than this awful pink colour.
St Leonards Street, West Malling
Trudy has written to KCC asking them not
to reinstate the studs on St Leonard’s Street
bend. They were very noisy and caused
vibration in the houses close to the road, as
vehicles tended to run over them all the
time as they turned the corner.
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Waste Collection service for flats still tbc
The Borough Council have told us they still
haven’t decided how to extend recycling to
people in flats where there are sometimes
only communal bins. Apparently, each
block will need to be looked at separately as
they are all different from one another in
size and design of skips, bins and so on.
New legislation proposed on
GRT unauthorised encampments
In February the Government published its
response to last year’s consultation on the
need for increased powers for Police and
local councils to deal with unauthorised
encampments of Gypsy Romany Travellers
(GRT) in a more effective way.
Government has recognised that, though it
wishes all communities to be treated fairly,
it cannot condone breaking the law. A
number of changes are proposed. These
proposals will now go out to consultation
with local councils.
Children’s bus pass now £360 per year
KCC took a further step recently towards
approving the price hike in the Young
Person’s Travel Pass for bus travel to
secondary school to £360. However, they
did agree our long standing request to make
payment by instalments possible. Eight
instalments can be made starting at the end

From the
Parish Registers
Memorial Service
29th Mar Phil Rex

St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
17th Mar Layla Day
24th Mar Maya Austin
24th Mar Pippa Austin
Funerals
11th Mar Joan Taylor

St Michael’s, Offham
None
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
None

of August and ending in March. There will
be an administrative charge of around £10
for the ability to pay in this way. KCC is
the only Council in the country offering
subsidised travel to secondary pupils, and
the pass represents a subsidy of about £300
per pass. But it is still expensive for many
families, especially if they have two or more
children in secondary education. Hopefully
the instalment option will help.

Bellway application for 80 houses on
Lavenders Road, Swan Street
We understand this application may be
decided in March or April. The borough
council has, in the meantime, agreed to the
Parish Council’s request to place protective
Tree Preservation Orders on a total of 124
trees on the site perimeter.
Car park proposal opposite More Park
School, Lucks Hill
This application was deferred by the
Borough for a site meeting requested by the
parish council to allow councillors to
observe the restricted sight lines of accesses
onto this stretch of Lucks Hill.

Library Consultation
The changes to the Library opening hours
have been confirmed by the County
Council and there will now follow a formal
consultation with local communities to
match the reduced opening hours with
demand, and discuss library promotion and
increased use of volunteers.
Arundel House
TMBC have contacted the owner of
Arundel House in West Malling High Street
and asked for an account of what action he
intends to take to meet the concerns about
the condition of the building. If they do
not get a satisfactory response, they will
consider whether they can and should use
their powers of enforcement.
Trudy Dean
These articles are largely based on Trudy’s
regular emails - the West Malling, East Malling
& Larkfield bulletin. Email dean.j6@sky.com if
you would like to subscribe for this and other
local news.
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Inspiring day for
school leaders in Rochester
School leaders from across Rochester
Diocese’s Church School network met in
March for an inspiring day, exploring the
theme of ‘flourishing for all.’
There are 90 Church of England schools
within the Rochester Diocesan family of
schools who give a Christian education
through the state sector to 22,110 children
aged from 4 to 19.
Organised by the
Diocesan Board of
Education, among
the keynote
speakers on the
day was the Rt Rev
Stephen Cottrell,
the Bishop of
Chelmsford.
+Stephen, who Bishop Stephen Cottrell
has written
widely on evangelism, spirituality and
discipleship, spoke about schools being
powerful examples of Christian service.
Andy Woolfe, Deputy Chief Education
Officer for the Church of England’s
Foundation for Education Leadership
supported his sentiments, reminding
delegates that:
“Flourishing children happen when
there are flourishing adults and
f lourishing adults are par t of
flourishing teams.”
The day ended with an inspiring talk by
Derek Redmond, World and European
400m runner and relay champion. He spoke
not only about the attributes that make for
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successful teams, but the
learning he drew from the
m o m e n t a t t h e 19 9 2
Olympics in Barcelona
when he became part of
one of the most
inspirational scenes in
Olympic history. Having
torn a hamstring during
t h e r a c e , h e w a s Derek Redmond
determined to finish,
and hobbled the last 200 metres to the line
with the help of his father who ran onto the
track to assist him.
Despite being told he would never represent
his country again, undeterred he went on to
forge a new career in international
basketball: “The key to success,” he said, “is
getting up one more time than you have
been knocked down.”
For those who attended it was a very
positive and worthwhile day. Rev David
attended along with Matthew Clark,
Headteacher for West Malling CEP School.
A delegate told the diocesan website:
“It was such an encouragement to be
able to take a day out from the hecticness of school life, to meet with likeminded colleagues, and to be inspired
and guided in reflection about the
purpose and meaning of our roles. I
have taken away much to reflect
further on.”
To find out more about the work of the
Rochester Diocesan Board of Education
visit their website www.rdbe.org.uk.
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green, St Mary’s Church
31st March 2019, Mothering Sunday All-Age talk
Readings: Exodus 2.1-10 and 2 Corinthians 1.3-7
I wonder which person in this story of
Moses in Exodus you most identify with?
You might feel like Moses. Moses is a baby
at this point in his story. Like all babies, he
is helpless, he can’t help himself, he is tiny
and reliant on others to care for him and
keep him alive.
Perhaps you relate to Moses’ mum. She is
living in Egypt at a time when it’s very
harsh, very hard because the Hebrew
people, the Jewish people, had grown so
numerous in Egypt, the Pharaoh had
commanded that all new born baby boys
should be killed! What a wicked thing to
do.
To save her baby boy, his mum has an idea.
She puts him into a basket, she protects it
from holes so that it won’t sink and she
places him in the basket in the river,
praying that someone will find him and
that he will be all right.
Perhaps you relate to Moses’ sister, Miriam.
Miriam doesn’t have anything to give to
Moses but she loves him and will do
anything to protect him. She watches him
and walks by the river as he drifts
downstream and waits for an opportunity
where perhaps she can help.
Perhaps you feel like Pharaoh’s daughter?
The Princess is privileged, she has money
and security, all the things she needs and
more. But she wonders what can she do
with what she has? And she can’t abide the
thought that this baby might come to some
harm.

You know, in our world today, there are a
lot of people who feel very vulnerable just
like Moses’ mother and Moses himself.
Our Government used to give a lot of
support to families in need, a little bit like
Moses’ mum, strengthening the basket with
tar so that it wouldn’t sink.
But today, money is really tight.Things
happened about 10 or 15 years ago, before
you kids were born, that meant we have had
to tighten our belts, and live more simply as
a country and cut costs.
It’s as if there is no more tar to put on the
basket and what used to be a strong safety
net for people in trouble now has some
pretty big holes in it.
You will know about Christingle services at
Christmas and how we support the
Children’s Society there. They have another
project called ‘Strengthening the Safety
Net’, which is all about helping churches
and other groups to help meet people’s
needs when they are in trouble.
Lots of churches now run foodbanks to
help people. We have one here, and we also
have Relief in Need, a charitable concern
which helps us make financial gifts to
people in West Malling when they really are
stuck for help.
Today we are thinking about mothering in
all its forms. Our Mums are a really
important part of that but there’s other
forms of mothering too.
The tradition of Mothering Sunday began
when people were given the chance to go
and visit their ‘mother church’ during Lent

22

- the place where they were christened and
where they had grown up.
I wonder if you have ever thought of the
church as being like a mother to you?
In this story we’ve heard today, the different
characters behave like a mother to Moses
and they use what they have to help him.
That’s a great example of motherliness.
When, as a church, we support one another
and help each other we are being motherly.
I wonder if you have ever tried climbing one
of those nets in an adventure playground or
assault course?
If there’s no one else around, it’s not too
hard to climb to the top and over and back
down again. But if there are other people
also trying to climb to the top it’s much
harder isn’t it? If one corner of the net
shakes, your bit shakes as well.
St Paul once wrote to his friends in
Corinth. He wrote that “God comforts us
in all our troubles. So now we can comfort
others when they are in trouble. We
ourselves receive comfort from God.” (2
Corinthians 1.4). If one part of the body of
Christ suffers, we all suffer. If one bit of the
net is wobbling, we feel it too on the part of
the net to which we are climbing.
Today on Mothering Sunday, we are
thinking about the God who consoles, the
God who cares, deeply, for each one of us
like a really good mother.
And when we do those things for one
another, we reflect the best of motherhood
to the world as well.
How can our church be like a mother to
those in need in our community? Especially
perhaps children and young people?
Perhaps we can be like Moses’ sister,
Miriam, and go to someone with more
resources than us to ask for help in the way

that she encourages Pharaoh’s daughter to
help.
For example, we could write to our MP
about issues we care about in our area or
join a campaign like the ones the
Children’s Society do.
Perhaps we can be like Moses’ mother, and
help patch up the broken safety net for
people in need here. We can volunteer our
time or donating to a local foodbank or
holiday club, or just help a young mum who
lives near us who might need help.
Perhaps we can be like Pharaoh’s daughter,
if we have plenty of resources and make
donations generously to a local charity or
church project to support local families.
You might not be aware of this but, each
year at Christmas time, our vestry charity
Relief in Need makes small gifts of £50 or so
to young single mums or families who are
struggling with one thing or another.
£50 isn’t lots and lots of money. Often
times those families need a lot more help
than we can provide. But every year, those
mums, those families, are nothing but
thankful when I send them this surprise
gift.
I get hugs, I get tears, the occasional kiss on
the cheek! The fact that someone had
noticed, that someone cared enough to help
and show them, even in a small way, that
they weren’t forgotten and we wanted to
support them - it says a great deal to those
families. It may be a small amount of
money, but it is never a small thing.
Some of those mums and families have
been so blessed by it, that this last year, they
approached me and said they wanted to
help others too. They want to raise money
for us to give away so that other people can
be helped just as they were.
You know, not very far from here… in a few
weeks time - a church is closing. Offham
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Methodist Church is closing after 140 years
of worship, and ministry and service. There
are only a few people left and it’s no longer
viable as a church community.The church is
going to shut.
Think about how it would feel if our church
closed. How that sense of mother church
would disappear and we would have to find
it all over again somewhere else, perhaps we
wouldn’t find it at all.
I am sure they will find it really difficult and
it is important that we pray for our friends
there when they will be having a tough time.
And if they want to come and worship with
us, let’s be gentle and welcoming and
sensitive to their needs.
But, conscious of how it might feel to see
your church close, let’s give thanks today for
those who have helped us when we’ve been
struggling, especially one another here in our
church at St Mary’s.
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Let’s also ask God to show us how we can
help people we may meet who are in need.
Let’s pray
Loving God,
thank you for mums and children
and for all the joy of family life.
Be with those who are grieving because they
have no mother;
Be close to those who are struggling because
they have no children;
Be near to those who are sad because they
are far apart from those they love.
Let your love be present in every home,
and help your church to have eyes to see and
ears to hear the needs of all who come.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord.
David Green

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace, available from good retailers.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
They say that a garden takes around ten
years to mature. Yes, ten years! But that
doesn’t meant you sit back and do nothing.
In that time perennials will need dividing to
improve their vigour, shrubs will need
pruning into shape, soil needs mulching to
keep everything growing healthily, lawns
need cutting and weeds need to be
eradicated so they do not compete with
your plants for precious water & nutrients.
I reckon my opening gambit may have
probably got a few of you reaching for the
Valium but there’s no need. Gardening has
to be a pleasure and that means doing what
you can, when you can. I appreciate that I
regularly say “this needs doing” and “that
needs to be done” in my columns
throughout the year but at the end of the
day, it’s not worth fretting over your garden.
What I suggest you do is work out what you
want from your garden, be it a horticultural
haven that is full of flowers, a safe place for
your children to play in, an area to socialise
with friends and family, a wildlife sanctuary
or a place to chill out and relax after a hard
day at the office. When you know what
your overall aim is for the garden, work
steadily towards that goal.
The reality is that many of us want a garden
that’s a little bit of all of the above! In my
opinion, that makes it a lot more difficult
to manage. So whilst the boys are trying
their best to be the next Harry Kane, you
are worrying if they are going to damage
your prized roses! Maybe you’re sitting back
in that comfy lounger trying to clear your
head of that awful train or car journey

home, but you can’t help but notice that
the grass is knee high. Perhaps you notice
that lovely decking area is covered in birds’
mess just hours before a family barbecue!
You may be lucky and have an acre or more
of garden which you can then make into
different `rooms` to use in different ways. I
have seven such gardens that I tend
professionally and they are a joy to work in
as there is always something new
happening.
But whether your garden is large or small,
try not to fall between two stools. Set your
aim and try to stick to it. It will save you
time, effort and money in the long run. The
garden should be treated like another room
in your home and it can have a specific
purpose.
Yes, the garden does need to be maintained
during the year. But doesn’t your home
need a weekly hoover, dust and wipe down?
However, we easily forget to do some of
those duties because the garden is outside
and sometimes out of sight and, therefore,
out of mind.
As a professional gardener I do all I can to
make the garden my clients’ favourite
“room”. With Spring now upon us, every
task seems to have to be done last week, but
I don’t want you to see the garden as
another chore. See it as a potential source
of pleasure. Enjoy your garden this April,
however you see fit.
Adam McKay

26

TRIO
Advertising Rates for 2018
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£10.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact the Couplands.
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Sundays calendar
in April
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

The Word in the World
Palm Sunday
Easter Sunday
Volunteer Sunday, AGM and Church Walk

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Easter Sunday Holy Communion
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8.00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
All-Age Easter Sunday Holy Communion
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
7th Apr
28th Apr

11.00 am Service of worship
3.00 pm The Last Service and Closure of Offham Methodist

