TRIO
March 2019

Contributions welcomed

Ash Wednesday, 6 March

The United Benefice of West Malling with Offham
Vicar and Rector Rev David Green
01732 842245
The Vicarage, 138 High Street, West Malling ME19 6NE
vicar@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk / rector@stmichaelsoffham.org.uk
Associate Priest Rev Mark Montgomery
01732 844194
The Vicarage, 19 Worcester Avenue, Kings Hill, ME19 4FL
mark.montgomery@stgabrielskingshill.org.uk
Lay Reader
Lay Minister

Margaret Moore
Becky Clifford

St Mary-the-Virgin, West Malling
Churchwardens John Musker
Clare Innes
Sunday School Kerry Green
Tower Captain Nick Crutchfield
Mothers’ Union Gail Crutchfield

St Michael and All Angels, Offham
Churchwardens Stephen Betts

St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Priest Missioner Revd Mark Montgomery
Church mobile
Girls Brigade
Karen Webber

01732 841238
01732 845634
(stmaryswestmalling.org.uk)

01732 849109
01732 843160
01732 842245
01732 845187
01732 845187
(stmichaelsoffham.org.uk)

01732 843412
(stgabrielskingshill.org.uk)

01732 844198
07421 264898
01732 875091

Pilsdon at Malling Community
Guardian
Revd Viv Ashworth
01732 870279
Pilsdon at Malling, 27 Water Lane, West Malling ME19 6HH
pilsdon@pilsdonatmalling.org.uk

Parish Magazine
Advertising
Distribution:

Gemma Coupland
adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk
Terry Hill
01732 848100

This magazine is available for email distribution as a PDF. If you would prefer to receive it in this
format, please email secretary@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk to be added to the mailing list. We
NEVER supply your details to third parties.
We offer free publicity for any community events or charitable concerns. The Editor reserves the
right to modify any material submitted for publication. The views expressed by contributors are
those of the authors; copyright for articles rests with contributors. If you would like to use any of
the material, please contact the Editor for permission. Inclusion of advertisements does not
constitute endorsement in any way.

From
David
As some are aware, I occasionally do a shift
as one of the panellists on Radio Kent’s
S u n d ay P ro g r a m m e . A m o n g s t o u r
discussion topics a fortnight ago, we were
pondering the case of Shamima Begum.
I really didn’t want to talk about it because
my initial reaction to Ms Begum wasn’t very
charitable. Like many of us, on hearing of
her desire to come back to the UK, I
thought “you’ve made your bed, now you
can lie in it.” I had no interest in her return.
Perhaps because I was feeling fairly vengeful,
it made me have a good, long Lenten look
at myself and ponder the question further.
What is the Christian ethical response?
Some have spoken about the fact she was 15
years old when she left the UK, that she was
groomed and ‘married’ off to a fighter. I
struggle with talk of her as victim. There are
Christian and Yazidi women in Syria today
who were abducted, raped and forcibly
married and converted by ISIS. They are
victims. Shamima Begum’s circumstances
were nothing like that. Moreover, while she
may have been below the legal age of sexual
consent when she left, she was not below
the age of criminal responsibility. The
threshold in the UK is ten years old.
But as I have thought about it more, I keep
coming back to the Christian notions of
repentance, justice and love of neighbour.
In regard to repentance, there is none.
Shamima Begum clearly still believes that
ISIS’ cause is just. Her only criticism is that
those who were leading were corrupt; not
that her ideology is in error. It’s clear also
that she only really wants to come home for

the sake of free health care and a better
environment for her baby, and not because
she has seen the error of her ways. Without
repentance, I see no need for forgiveness.
But there is also a need for justice. This
country holds itself and all British subjects
to a higher standard than the Islamic State,
including but not limited to the rule of law.
The proper procedure for someone accused
of a crime is to arrest them, gather evidence,
try them in a court of law and consider
them innocent until proven guilty. If she is
guilty, the courts will decide her fate and
the fate of her child, just like any other case.
Simply revoking her citizenship from a
distance does none of those things. To me,
rather it feels cowardly.
But also we must love our neighbour. That
means, in this case, that we must not wash
our hands of our responsibilities, and she is
our responsibility. To throw her over to
Bangladesh (or Holland through her
husband) is to pass the buck. If we
genuinely think she is dangerous, what does
it say of our concern for our neighbour in
those countries to leave it to them?
We have an obligation to confront
wrongdoing. If she has not committed any
offences, it is not just to punish her without
due process. If she is a criminal, we still fail
her and fail ourselves if we do not see that
to be fair and just we must confront people
with their wrongdoing and seek their
rehabilitation. Therefore Shamima Begum
should come home. She should be met off
the plane with an arrest warrant. That is the
right ethical response.
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From
Mark
“One of the teachers of the law came and heard
them debating… He asked Jesus, “Of all the
commandments, which is the most important?”
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is
this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no commandment greater than these.”
It was a significant moment in the life of the
church at the end of February. The
governing body of the Church of England
met and it could be a watershed moment.
The main conversations were about
evangelism, and young people and
discipleship. Synod also committed to
loving their neighbour in Housing Estates
by allocating particular funds to help
churches in some of the toughest and
poorest places in the country.
But there was one speech that stood out to
me amongst all the Twitter sound bites. A
speech which should not be ignored. Rt Rev
Chris Cocksworth, the Bishop of Coventry
(and Rev David’s former Principal at Ridley
Hall) said “we should name the damage we
have done to the soul of Europe in recent
years. We must ask not just what is good for
us, but what is good for our neighbours.
Our calling is to be a blessing to others.”
By the time that this article is being put into
your recycling at the beginning of April, we
may well have left the European Union. At
least that is the current expectation. Much
of the debate has been around what’s best
for us, as a country, rather than necessarily
what’s best for the wider world.

I don’t know what you views on Brexit are.
In a sense, it doesn’t matter, because our
faith in Jesus calls us all to love our
neighbour as ourselves, and to look out for
what is right not just for us but those
around us.
Our faith in Jesus doesn’t seek out the best
thing for us, but calls us into a deeper
relation of looking out for those around us.
We should be asking what is right for us,
personally, but also what is right for our
neighbour, or as Jesus put it; ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself.’
We all have moments when we put
ourselves first at the expense of others. We
all have moments when our views create
harm for others. At the start of March we
move into Lent, and a traditional time of
preparation and self-reflection leading up to
Easter, based on Jesus’ 40 days in the
Wilderness (you can find it in Matthew
4:1-11).
It’s a time where many people give up
something or take something good up.
Many of the current Lent courses that you
can follow have made a move away from the
personal ‘what is good for me’ to the
corporate ‘what is good for us all’, asking us
to step out of our comfort zone and help
others; to offer generosity and serve the
common good.
So in this moment, with Brexit and with
Lent, how will you reflect? Seek what is
good for your neighbour? Love others as you
love yourself?
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com
If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News around the Cluster
I am pleased to let
you know that the
surgery went well
and that what was
described as ‘a
bulky cancer’ was
successfully
r e m o v e d .
Subsequent analysis
Bishop James at our
has confirmed that
Cluster Service in 2018
there has been no
spread and that
further treatment will not be needed.
I have recovered physically from the
operation itself remarkably quickly. I am,
therefore, now able to let you know that I
will be returning to work in a partial way
next week, and look forward to being fully
engaged again in the week of 11th March.
I am very grateful to Bishop Simon, the
other members of my Leadership Team and
the staff at Bishopscourt for the various
ways in which they have covered for my
absence. This whole episode has taught me
various things, including that I am much
Bishop James update
more dispensable than I might have liked to
We received a letter from Bishop James think!”
recently to give an update on his health. He
Ash Wednesday, 6 March
writes: “Following my letter to you about my
need to take time off for surgery, I am The Ash Wednesday Cluster Services will
writing to express my thanks for the huge take place on Wednesday the 6th of March
number of cards and messages received over to mark the start of Lent. For those who
the last few weeks. Bridget and I are truly prefer a day-time event, St Lawrence’s
grateful for this generous expression of Mereworth will be hosting a service at 10.00
good wishes from so many individuals, a.m. Archdeacon Julie Conalty will be
parishes, schools and others. The assurance present to lead and preach.
For those who work or those who prefer an
of people’s prayers has meant a lot.
evening ser vice, in the evening, St

World Day of Prayer, 1st March 2019
This year’s World
Day of Prayer (now
gender neutral so
gentlemen, you are
especially invited to
join us!) has been
prepared by the
Christian women
of Slovenia, one of
the smallest
countries in Europe
and formerly part of Yugoslavia.
The
capital is Ljubljana and the country is
mainly mountains, heavily forested high
plains and extensive limestone caves.
The service will be held at St. James The
Great, East Malling with coffee at 10.00
a.m. and the service starting at 10.30. Car
parking is available behind the King and
Queen public house opposite.
For those who can’t make it in the
morning, the service will be repeated at 7.30
p.m. at St. Peter and St. Paul, Leybourne.
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Michael’s, Offham will be hosting a service
at 7.00 p.m. Rev David will be leading and
Rev Mark preaching. Both services will
include Holy Communion and the
traditional imposition of ashes.

Pat Dickin signed off
Our colleague Rev Pat Dickin of Mereworth
& West Peckham has unfortunately been
signed off sick with a painful frozen
shoulder. She’s on strong painkillers at
present and will be out of action until after
Ash Wednesday. Her duties are being
covered by the ministry team in the Cluster.
If you need something urgently, please
speak to our Administrator Jenifa Muscat
by calling 01732 842245 or you can send an
email to jenifa.mereworth.
westpeckham@gmail.com. If you need to
speak with a Minister, call Rev David in the
first instance on 01732 842245.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
At the time of writing
we still don’t know
what the outcome of
our negotiations with
the European Union
will be. With our exit
date agreed in law for
29 March, it’s crucial
that the Government
steps up its planning
for every scenario.
We learnt in October about the plans the
D e p a r t m e n t f o r Tr a n s p o r t h a d
developed, without any consultation, to
use the M26 as a lorry park. It is
something I strongly opposed.
After many meetings with Highways
England and the Department for
Transport, I’m making some progress.
With the strong support of both Kent
County Council and Tonbridge and
Malling Borough Council, we have
persuaded the Department to look at
alternatives first. Sadly they haven’t
entirely ruled out closing the M26, but
other options are now prioritised higher.
I hope none of these plans are needed. A
deal with the EU would ensure our
borders handle the transition smoothly
and we will not need such contingencies.
But while no deal remains possible, I’ll
continue to work to make sure the impact
to our local area is minimised.
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk or
write to me at 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, TN9 1SP.

Marriage Prep underway in March
Our Clergy team will be running the
Marriage Preparation Course 2019 this
coming March on Thursday the 7th, 14th,
21st and 28th of the month.
We are pleased to partner once again with
The Swan Inn in West Malling who will
host the event. Each evening session takes
place between 7.30 p.m. and 9.00 p.m.
While we have invited all the couples who
are marrying at one of our churches in the
Cluster, the course is open to all. So if you
are getting married elsewhere or you know
someone who is, please encourage them to
talk to Jenifa, our Cluster Administrator, in
the first instance to book in.
The course costs £35 per couple and is a
great way to reflect together and learn more
about building a good marriage. Couples
spend 200 hours on average planning a
wedding. This is all about taking time to
think about what happens after the big day!
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
Annual Meeting and Electoral Roll
Because Easter is quite late this year, it
forces us to move ahead with the Annual
Meeting a little earlier than usual.
The St Mary’s Annual Parochial Church
Meeting will therefore take place on Sunday
the 17th of March at 10 o’clock as part of
the main act of worship in church that day.
The APCM is a chance to report back on
our finances and fabric and life together as
a church community, and for the
congregations to raise concerns, ask
questions and consider our stewardship as a
community. It is also the time when we
elect our Church Council members and
Churchwardens.

Ash Wednesday
The Cluster of churches in Offham, Kings
Hill, West Malling, Mereworth & West
Peckham will gather together to mark Ash
Wednesday and the start of the Season of
Lent and St Michael’s, Offham this year is
pleased to play host. A special service,
including the imposition of ashes, starts in
the church at 7.00 p.m. All are welcome.
Mothering Sunday, 31 March
Mothering Sunday this
year falls on the 31st of
March. Rev David will
be leading an special AllAge service of Holy
Communion to mark
the occasion at St Mary’s
at 10 o’clock that day.
Mothering Sunday is a
chance to give thanks for
our mother church, and to celebrate
families and motherhood in all its different
forms. It’s also a difficult day for some and
so our service will include space and prayers
for those for whom the feelings on
Mothering Sunday are more painful.
All are welcome. Small bunches of flowers
will be available to take away from church
so you can say thank you to those who
mother in your life.

Electoral Roll revision
In accordance with official guidance, 2019
is also a year in which St Mary’s must
construct a new Electoral Roll. All those
who are currently on the Electoral Roll
must renew their paperwork as the current
Roll will be destroyed after the APCM.
We would also be grateful if everyone would
also complete a new GDPR consent form.
Both forms are at the back of church.
If you have children, now is a good time to
update the Parental Consent forms and
there are also Standing Order and Gift Aid
forms for those who need to update or
revise their practice in regard to financial
giving to the church.
It’s a lot of paperwork, we know. But it is
really important to to the good order and
running of St Mary’s so please help and
make time to do these important tasks.

Headstones maintenance progress
The Amenities Committee of the Parish
Council met in February and, amongst
matters discussed, considered the Topple
Testing report for the headstones in the
churchyard. All of the headstones reported
as ‘high risk’ and currently cordoned off
9

with safety tape were all agreed to be fixed.
Dates are now being set for the work to go
ahead.
Meanwhile, the headstones affected by the
driver who knocked three memorials over
during 2018 have all now been repaired.

Quiz Evening!
in support of Fields of Life
Organised by West Malling & Offham
Churches, the BART Churches & Trottiscliffe
Primary School

Saturday 9th March 2019
West Malling Primary School

Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
Our next meeting will be
in Church on Monday
March 11th when we will
be holding our Annual
Service. Rev David will be leading.
On 27th April the main speaker at our
Diocesan Spring Members’ Meeting will be
the newly appointed World Wide President
of M.U., Sheran Harper. This will be her
first visit to any English diocese, so will be
very interesting. After our service we will
have tea and cakes.
Everyone welcome.
Gail Crutchfield
New facilities February update
Following the announcements last month
about the unfortunate need to find a new
architect, the PCC’s working group have
been liaising with Martin DunseathFranklin and the team at Purcell on a new
set of drawings for the proposed Madge
Rogers Room extension which might
address the previously thorny issue of the
roof and the critical graves.
Martin produced several options and the
Working Group met with Martin to review
those in late February. A preferred option
was decided and Martin is now working
that idea to a conclusion with a few tweaks
to be made. We hope to present an update
(with drawings) at the APCM in March.

Food to be included.
Bring your own drink and nibbles.
Ticket cost to be confirmed.
Teams of six people, but if you are smaller or
larger in number, please let us know and we
will be happy to allocate you into a team.
For more information and to reserve your
place, please contact Amy Rutland, email
amy_rutland@hotmail.co.uk
or call 07986 092648
Amy and Mike Metcalfe went with Fields of
Life in October last year and gave a
presentation with the rest of the team before
Christmas. Please come to the Quiz and
have fun together while supporting Fields of
Life’s valuable work supporting sustainable
community development in East Africa.

Pub Theology is back!
Following the success of last year’s
experiment, Pub Theology is back in time
for Lent with a couple
of special sessions
during this period of
reflection and
preparation for Holy
Week and Easter.
Come and join us at the Farm House in
West Malling on Wednesday the 13th of
March and/or Wednesday the 3rd of April
to have a chat over a drink in a relaxed
environment and talk God, ask questions
and put the world to rights!
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Ash Wednesday at St Michael’s
The Cluster of churches in Offham, Kings
Hill, West Malling, Mereworth & West
Peckham will gather together to mark Ash
Wednesday and the start of the Season of
Lent and St Michael’s this year is pleased to
play host. A special service, including the
imposition of ashes, starts in the church at
7.00 p.m. All are welcome.
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting for
St Michael’s Offham will be held on
Sunday 24th March as part of the usual
Sunday service. Following a short act of
worship at 9.15 a.m. the annual meeting
follows on with reports on the fabric,
finances and life of our church community
and a chance to ask questions, suggest ideas
and raise concerns. By hosting the meeting
as part of a Sunday act of worship, the hope
is to increase attendance and engagement
with the important nuts and bolts of church
life. Please put the date in your diary and
come along to both worship God, but also
to review the last year and give thanks, and
look ahead together.
In addition, this year our Church Electoral
Roll needs to be renewed. Those currently
on the Roll will need to submit new forms,
in addition to those who would like to join
the register. Forms are available at the back
of St Michael’s Church or from the Rector
or Churchwarden.

forms and families everywhere. It’s also a
chance to support one another when it’s a
tough day for some of us. A Special All Age
Communion Service will take place at 9.15
a.m. Children may bring gifts of flowers to
be blessed during the service and which
they can then give to their mothers and
others in church.

Offham Methodist Church
Our “Tea & Chat”
continues on the
first Tuesday of the
month – 5th March,
meeting in our hall
from 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.
You are invited to come and join us to meet
old friends and may be some new ones over
a cup of tea.
Ahead of the scheduled closure of the
church this coming April, Sunday services
now run once a month on the first Sunday
of each month at 11.00 a.m. (see back page).

Offham Society Programme 2019
Programme cards have
now been delivered
throughout the village
and we have held our
first successful meeting
of the year when an audience of 40 people
heard a fascinating talk by Natalie Holloway
on "Ightham Mote - A window on history ".
Our next meeting will be on Friday, 12th
April 8.00pm in the Village Hall for our
Mothering Sunday
AGM. Do join us for drinks and canapés at
Mothering Sunday on 31st March is a time 7.30 p.m. followed by “Flying on Skis” - a
to remember Mother Church and give talk by Peter (Pete) Kynsey and Anna
thanks for mothers, mothering in its various Walker. Our local aviators recount their
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experiences of thirty
years of landing light
aircraft on glaciers in
the Alps! You are encouraged to bring a
bottle for our stall at May Day to add to our
collection for this worthwhile cause.

Offham Parish Council
The Parish Council will
be holding its Annual
Pa r i s h M e e t i n g o n
Saturday, 16th March
from 7.00 to 10.00
p.m. in the Village Hall. This is an open
Offham Open House
meeting for residents. It is not a normal
This month’s
Parish Council meeting and is your
meeting, will take
opportunity to raise any issues, concerns or
place on Thursday,
ideas that you may have about the village.
7th March. The
There will be
presentations on various
meeting star ts at
aspects of village life as well as this year’s
10.00 a.m. when Ian Porter will present a
Community Awards and a Q&A session.
talk on Elizabeth Garrett Anderson; an
English physician and suffragist who was the Malling Art Club
first woman to qualify in Britain as a The Malling Art Club
physician and surgeon. The meeting will both encourages and
take place at Ann Baldock’s house, promotes the amateur
Chimneys, Teston Road.
ar tists within our
The following month on Thursday, 4th April midst. We welcome new members who want
there will be a talk by Wilf Lower on “Under to further their passion for painting.
Billowing Sails”. For over five thousand years, We have 65 members and monthly meetings
sailing ships provided the most economic are held on the last Thursday of each month
and efficient means of carrying people and at Offham Village Hall starting at 7.45 p.m.
cargoes, culminating in the clipper tall ships
This months meeting is on Thursday, 28th
racing across the world’s oceans.
March from 7.45 to 10.00 p.m. in Offham
Unfortunately steam power heralded their
Village Hall when Adrian Leppenwell will
demise, and by the 1950’s many had
talk about Oasthouses using watercolour
disappeared. However, some survived and
medium.
have led to a revival of the magnificent
vessels that embraces their rich maritime Malling Art Club also run a morning and
afternoon ‘hands on painting’ session once a
heritage.
month in Ryarsh Church Hall – Thursday,
The development of these ships, how their
7th March from
10 till 12 noon and
tough crews survived, and the creation of
Thursday, 21st March from 2 till 4 p.m. £5
modern day ‘replicas’ are described, together
on the door, non-members welcome, bring
with their astounding contribution to the
your own paints/pencils. Further details on
English language! The meeting will take
the website www.mallingartclub.co.uk.
place at Jackie Hart’s house, 11 Pepingstraw
If you wish to come along and sample one of
Close at 10 a.m.
our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club please
contact our membership secretary- details on
the club website at mallingartclub.co.uk
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THE OFFHAM
PICTURE HOUSE
Saturday, 2 March 2019
DOORS OPEN AT 6.00 PM
FOR THE 7.00 PM SCREENING
OF

FIRST MAN
FREE ENTRY.
Donations very much appreciated.
All monies raised
go to support our Village Hall
THERE WILL BE AN INTERVAL
during which movie meals and
refreshments will be served
Tea, coffee, soft drinks, choc ices
for sale.
Also a Raffle.
If you would like any further details,
order your movie meal
or wish to join our mailing list then
please contact
offhamcinema@icloud.com
Seats are provided but patrons are
welcome to bring their own
cushions for extra comfort!
Looking ahead:
6 April,
Bohemian Rhapsody!
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill

14

1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
15
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Civic news from
around the local area
money must be spent by the end of this
coming month.
While Kent has lots of potholes, we must
make sure we get our fair share from this
money. If you can help as a street champion
and list the potholes and pavement repairs
in your area, it would really help so that we
can give our list to KCC in good time?
Please call Nick Stapleton on 07534 459491
if you can help and let him know which
roads you are covering.

The train from West Malling to St Pancras
is due in December!
Maidstone councillors have been successful
in getting the Secretary of State Chris
Grayling to confirm that fast Thameslink
train services into St Pancras will run to
Maidstone, calling at West Malling, from
December 2019.
The Secretary of State has also approved
overnight sidings in Ashford. The published
plans say there will be two additional trains
per hour throughout the day. Train speeds
will be ‘competitive’ with the High Speed
trains which currently stop at Snodland,
Strood, Ebbsfleet, Stratford and St Pancras.

GP Surgery update
Dr Reichelm has left the practice and will
be succeeded by Dr Andrew Swindlehurst.
Dr Louisa Gibson has returned to the
practice. The Business Manager has left,
and the practice is seeking to employ new
GPs, a practice nurse and specialist diabetic
nurse. The surgery building has been sold
and is being leased back to the GP practice
for an undisclosed period of time.
The out-of-hours service is now dealt with
by a consortium of local practices. If a visit
is needed outside normal hours, patients
may be given a doctor from another
practice. This is because a Government
instruction requires practices to operate in
this way, otherwise they risk out-of-hours
work being allocated to private firms.

Arundel House neglect must stop
Arundel House has been a blot on West
Malling High Street since 2013. It is owned
by someone who lives outside the UK much
of the time and we understand the building
is a tiny part of his property holdings. Given
that scaffolding has been erected but
nothing has happened in years, it appears
he has no concern for the effect of the
crumbling building on our town.
Trudy Dean has now written to TMBC to
request that that they make a Compulsory
Purchase and restore this building to its
former glory in the heart of the West
Malling Conservation Area.
New waste bin collection services
Urbaser, the new contractor, will start the
Are you a pot-hole spotter?
The Government has given KCC £10 new bin collection service on 30th
million to help sort out some of its backlog September. They will also be responsible for
of £650 million worth of road repairs. The clearing litter and emptying bins from
streets and footways.
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From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Funerals
4th Feb Joyce Golesworthy

St Michael’s, Offham
Funerals
29th Jan Sir Anthony Skingsley

From September, there will be separate
weekly collections of food waste and
fortnightly collections of mixed dry
recycling, including for the first time
plastics and glass. In addition, there will be
new “Opt In” collection of garden waste for
an annual fee of £40 per year with a
discounted price of £35 for people who sign
up between the 7th May and Friday 2nd
August. Such garden waste will not be
collected from householders who do not
opt in, so people would either have to
compost or take to Civic Amenity sites.
The charge helps them bring in doorstep
collection of plastic and glass. They promise
Roadshows about the changes and leaflets
during Spring and Summer. We will do our
best to keep you updated.

protecting its savings in case it has to pay
more. Other services are suffering as a
result.
Trudy Dean
These articles are largely based on Trudy’s
regular emails - the West Malling, East Malling
& Larkfield bulletin. Email dean.j6@sky.com if
you would like to subscribe for this and other
local news.

Bus pass price hike for young people
The government has given KCC £28
million to prepare for Brexit. But for all
other services, the Government has cut
KCC’s grant for services in 2019/20 from
£37 million to £9 million! Amongst the cuts
being made, the Young Persons Travel Pass
(which enables children to get buses to
school) will soar from £290 to £350 per
annum.
KCC is fearful that the cost of Brexit will be
much greater than forecast, and is
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German airmen captured at
RAF West Malling
15 September 1940.
On 15 September 1940, at around 3 o’clock
in the afternoon, a badly damaged German
Heinkel 111 bomber which had been part of
a bombing raid destined for London, was
intercepted over Kent by several fighter
aircraft and forced down onto the grass at
RAF West Malling.
Of the five crew, one had died - Herbert
Lange. His body was transferred to the
mortuary at the RAF Station. The mortuary
at that time was within the hospital block of
buildings; located approximately opposite
the Gibson Building Apartments just off
what we now know as Gibson Drive.
Another crew-member, Erich Franz Sailler
was critically injured and he was take to The
British Legion Hospital, Preston Hall. He
died within hours as a result of his injuries.
The other three crew-members; Oskar
Zilling, Rudolph Lichtenhagen and Kurt
Behrendt were taken prisoner by the RAF
West Malling Intelligence Officer and other
armed airman and escorted to the
guardroom; roughly where the Kings Hill
Community Centre is now. They were all
injured to varying degrees. Their fate is
unknown. When they were well enough,
presumably they were transferred to a PoW
camp, perhaps even the one that once stood
in the scrubland formerly known as
‘Icefields’ within Manor Park.
The death of Herbert Lange was notified by
V i c t o r M e r c e r- S m i t h , t h e O f f i c e r
Commanding at RAF West Malling, to Mr
Dence who was the local Registrar. Similarly
the death of Erich Sailler was notified by Mr
Misken, who was Clerk to the Malling
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D i st r i c t C o u n c i l . O n t h e i r d e a t h
certificates, their deaths were recorded as
‘Due to war operations’.
The burial records for St Mary’s in West
Malling show that the body of Herbert
Lange was buried in St Mary’s Churchyard
three days later. His grave was marked by a
simple iron cross, which stood about 3’ 6”
high. Erich Franz Sailler was buried in the
nearby Aylesford Cemetery, Hall Road,
Aylesford, Kent.
In October 1959, the UK and German
G ove r n m e n t s m a d e a n a g r e e m e n t
concerning the future care of such graves. It
was agreed that the remains would be
transferred to a single central cemetery
established at Cannock Chase for the
purpose. As a result, the remains of Herbert
Lange were exhumed from St Mary’s and
taken to the German Military War
Cemeter y at Cannock Chase in
Staffordshire. He is now buried in Plot 1,
Row 9, in grave 354.
I do remember my father discussing the
exhumation at the time. Physically, Herr
Lange’s grave was close to his brother’s RAF
CWGC grave. So, whilst tending to his
brother’s grave, he considered it no trouble
to also trim the grass around what he called
‘the German’s grave’.
Erich Franz Sailler’s remains were exhumed
around the same time and buried at
Cannock Chase. He is buried in Plot 1,
Row 9, grave 357. Very close to Herbert
Lange.
Robert Lucas, February 2019
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Sermon of the month
Rev Jim Brown, St Michael’s Church
10th February 2019, fourth Sunday before Lent
Readings: 1 Corinthians 15.1-11 and Luke 5.1-11
Edward was a new Christian. One summer
he volunteered to work with a mission
organisation selling Christian literature
door-to-door in Italy. They would go to
towns and villages with the printed message
of the Gospel. It was hard work and often
discouraging. People were friendly, but few
bought the literature. One day one of the
leaders of the organisation, Paul, a middleaged American, came to spend the day with
them in order to check how they were
getting on. At the beginning of the day,
before the team went on their way, Paul
prayed, “O Lord, be with us and bless us all
today.” Edward hardly noticed the prayer at
the time, but for once it seemed that he
could not stop selling books! That evening,
Edward realised that the ordinary-looking
American was someone special. The
atmosphere in the team and out on the
streets had really been different that day.
In our Gospel story today Jesus is teaching.
We see this frequently in the Gospels.
Teaching the people is right at the heart of
the Gospel message. Although we are only
at chapter 5 of Luke’s gospel, if you check
chapter 4, as we have been doing, then
there is much teaching, including teaching
in the synagogue, and also healing in the
Galilee region. Jesus is starting to get
popular. The crowds gathered as the word
spread.
The teacher shows patience with his hearers
and persistence in his teaching. At the end
of the teaching, Jesus must sense an inner
prompting and he tells Peter to take the
boat out and cast his net. Despite the fact
that Peter had laboured all night and caught
nothing, and is undoubtedly more than a

little sceptical, he obeys. The result is a truly
massive catch. This was Lake Galilee by the
way, known in Luke’s gospel as Gennesaret.
Jesus has taken a frustrating and anxious
situation and completely turned it around.
It is now a case of joy, amazement and awe.
Here we learn of the God who is present in
all places and who is interested in all our
daily tasks and struggles.
This is Peter’s moment of revelation. He
realises this whole situation is from God,
and is overwhelmed by what he has just
seen, and scared by his own sinfulness. This
person in his boat may look very ordinary,
but he has somehow brought God right
into his meagre little fishing boat.
Peter begs the Lord to leave, so that his sins
will not be so sharply contrasted with the
light of Jesus. Instead of leaving, Jesus
reaches out to Peter with the beautiful
words “Do not be afraid.”
This is a turning point in Peter’s life: the
revelation of the nature of Jesus is followed
by confession of sin and a call to service.
Peter’s response is to leave everything and
follow Jesus, and he is not alone; his fellow
workers do the same.
The presence of Jesus changes everything.
Look at the sheer freshness and hope that
Jesus brings to situations. Life can
sometimes seem to be a fruitless drudgery
which ends up rewarded with frustration.
Like Peter, we need Jesus in the boat. In
that story with Edward earlier, we see that
even in our day people who are in tune with
God and prepared to welcome him in
prayer, can turn situations around, as Jesus
once did.
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In the Gospel reading, Peter does what
Jesus asks, even though he must have been
very sceptical of any chance of success.
Obedience to God will always make a
difference, even if we have our doubts at the
time.
But it’s worth noting also that Jesus makes a
difference at Peter’s place of work. Now this
is important because God is not to be
confined to church. God is for all times and
all places. God can unlock problems and
situations at work and at home. We need to
bring our work as well as our homes to
God. Prayer changes things.
Recently this church of St Michael’s hosted
an Alpha Course. It attracted a dozen or so
participants who all learned and
appreciated the teaching of Christ. That
didn’t happen because of good leadership,
good administration, good advertising,
good venue and good food. Although all of
that was present and important. It
happened primarily because of prayer.
The leaders prayed in their planning, you
all prayed for the course and its participants
as a parish. As the team organising the
course, we prayed every night before the
participants arrived and prayed at the end
of every meeting. Prayer changes things and
the Alpha course has brought change in to
people’s lives. Now a Bible course has
commenced, and we look forward to a full
and varied week of events during Holy
Week and future occasions for further
teaching. This is all exciting but, remember,
it is prayer that, first and foremost, changes
things.
A life-changing revelation happens at Peter’s
place of work. God can pull back the
curtains of our hearts anywhere, at any
time. Who would ever think that we could
receive such a revelation at work? We need
to widen our expectations. If our eyes and
ears are open, God can speak to us through

all sorts of people and situations. Indeed
the theme for next Sunday’s Racial Justice
Sunday is “Dignity at Work”. I do hope the
church engages fully on the subject of
racism next Sunday. There is so much to say
and so much to pray about, particularly in
the light of the Liam Neeson Confession
this week and the ensuing, of ten
judgemental, comments, views and
opinions. Also in the prevailing political
climate, we see regular news reports about
the concerning experience of Jews in this
country, including Jewish MPs currently
receiving police protection.
God is not confined to church. (It always
amuses me when television programmes
show scenes of police detectives having to
interview the Vicar. They go to church to
find him or her and the Vicar is always
there! Usually lighting candles!
You don’t find Vicars hanging around in
churches lighting candles! Not very often
anyway! Likewise, God is not confined to
church. God is for all times and in all
places. God is in the boat with Peter and
God is in our work places too.
A friend and colleague of mine is The Revd
Rose Hudson-Wilkin. She is a parish priest
in Dalston but she is more widely known as
the Chaplain to the Speaker of the House
of Commons. She spoke out this week in
the media about her concerns regarding
MPs behaviour in the House during
debates, how important, it seems to her,
that we treat one another with courtesy and
respect rather than shouting one another
down and being abusive and personal.
But more importantly this weekend she also
spoke of the power and importance of
prayer. She defended the practice of reciting
prayers at the start of business each day in
the Houses of Parliament, after a group of
MPs called for the 460 year old tradition to
be abolished.
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She said in The Times yesterday, that two
days before ago a Member of Parliament
identified himself to her as an atheist and
said “I love coming to Prayers, I find that
moment of quiet very helpful as a time of
reflection before I get stuck in to the
business of the day.” Another MP said to
Rose “If anything we need more prayer at a
time like this, not less”.
This is a perfect illustration that God is for
all times and in all places.
All three of our readings this morning follow
a pattern of revelation, repentance, calling.
Revelation - God revealed to us in our lives,
Repentance - turning away from our sins and
Calling - Responding to Gods will in our
lives.

Divine revelation cannot be manufactured
by we humans, but we can ask God for it
through our prayers. And as we pray, we find
ourselves changed; we receive that inner
light. So let us turn God’s way and live in
that light. Our own personal way of service
will then open up.
So we keep praying for all that this church
engages in and pray too for our brothers and
sisters in other churches known to us.
Remember those simple words of Jesus to
Peter “Do not be afraid”.
Our church will only continue to grow if we
remember that God is in all things and in all
places and that prayer changes things. So,
“Do not be afraid”.
Jim Brown

What’s the Vicar reading?
This half-term just gone, I picked up a
Christmas present I had received from a
parishioner: A Field Guide to the English
Clergy: A compendium of diverse eccentrics,
pirates, prelates and adventurers; all Anglican,
some even practising by Fergus Butler-Gallie.
If you are looking for something to read in
Lent, but you don’t want to be made to
think too hard or reflect too deeply, you
could do a lot worse than to pick up Fergus’
wonderful little book of clergy characters.
The Church of England’s history is one in
which divine calling and saintliness often
played second fiddle to the customs and
practices of English culture, and so it is
probably no surprise that our back catalogue
is not without some distinctly dodgy choices.
But that is not to say there is no sanctity in
Butler-Gallie’s strange cast of eccentrics,
nutty professors, bon viveurs, prodigal sons,
and rogues and I was struck by how many of
them were still popular, caring and dutiful
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parish priests… in
their own way.
Fergus has a subtle
and delicious wit in
his re-telling of the
stories, which truly
brings them to life
and had me
giggling my way
through my break.
Of the names new
to
me,
I
particularly liked
the Yorkshire curate
Jeremiah Carter, of Lastingham, who in the
18th century was so poorly paid that he had
also to run a pub; of such is the Kingdom of
heaven, Butler-Gallie implies!
An easy book to dip in and dip out. But very
much worth your time.
David Green

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace, available from good retailers.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
Spring has arrived and the garden is
jumping into action, so you really need to
get a “March” on and get into your garden!
I know the majority of you wouldn't have
ventured much into the garden so far this
year. If that is you then you really have a lot
to do to get the garden into shape so you
can enjoy it when the warm weather comes.
The tasks in my February column can still
be done although be careful cutting back
Ivy now as birds will be looking at nesting
and feeding off any berries that are left.
The bright coloured stems of the Dogwood
(Cornus) during the winter months will only
be maintained if they are coppiced now.
Also the wonderful Smoke Bush (Cotinus)
with its vibrant purple leaves in the summer
would benefit from being pollarded now.
Elder (Sambucus) will also prosper from a
hard pruning. It may seem radical but the
benefits will be seen within months.
Late flowering Clematis (July onwards)
should now be cut back to about 60 cm
from its base, or two fat buds, whichever is
the lower. Again this may seem extreme but,
the profusion of flowers come summertime
will be worth it. Be brave and you will be
rewarded.
All summer flowering shrubs can also be
pruned now (Hydrangea, Lavatera, Fucshia).
Obviously, if March is still cold it can wait
but if you see buds breaking, then it's time.
Lawns can be cut if the ground is dry
enough but I'd advise on getting any petrol
mowers serviced beforehand. It's been
sitting in the shed for the past few months
after all. If money is tight then at least

drain the fuel and replace with fresh petrol.
Unleaded petrol goes ‘off’ after 4-8 weeks
and will clog up the spark plug.
To start with, make sure you set the cutting
height high on your mower and only take
off no more than 1/3rd of the grass blade.
A drastic reduction will only stress the grass
after a long hard winter and stunt its
growth.
If you are lucky enough to have Winter
Jasmine in your garden, to make sure you get
an even better display next winter now is
the time to give it a good haircut. Flowers
will come on this years growth so a good
hard chop will invigorate it. Honeysuckles
too respond very well to a good prune now.
With all this hard pruning I'm suggesting,
make sure you spread either ‘fish, blood
and bone’ or ‘Growmore’ around the base
of the plant. If you have problems with
foxes then don't use FBB as it attracts them!
That said, if you mulched your soil in the
autumn there will be no need to add such
products as there will be plenty of nutrients
already there to assist growth.
There is plenty of other stuff to do (cutting
back perennials and grasses, weeding) but,
also theres a show going on with spring
bulbs (Daffodils etc) giving you a taste of why
gardening is such a great hobby, or why I
may have the best job in the world!
There's plenty to do but, take it easy, better
to set yourself small goals so that it won't
become a chore. So, what are you waiting
for? There's plenty to do now. It's Spring so
“jump” to it!
Adam McKay
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TRIO
Advertising Rates for 2018
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£10.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact the Couplands.
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Regular Sundays calendar
in March
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

“What about Paul, and the other hard bits?”
“The Word of God in our life”
“Why don’t people believe in God?”
“The Word and the life of Church”
Mothering Sunday

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Communion for Mothering Sunday

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
9.15 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
All-Age Communion for Mothering Sunday

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
3rd Mar 11.00 am Service of worship
only one service a month now, on the first Sunday of the month

