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From
David
I do hope that you are thinking about and
making plans for what will happen when
you die. I know it’s not a subject that any of
us really willingly want to think about.
However, I have regularly seen families in
the aftermath of a loved one’s death who
are all-at-sea in their grief and whose lives
are not being made any easier by the fact
their loved one made no plans.
Think of it as an act of love and kindness
you are doing for your wife or husband,
children or other family members.
It really is very, very necessary and you can
save your family a whole host of issues if you
plan ahead and make your own wishes clear.
But even for those of us who have planned
ahead, there is a new area of thinking and
planning where we all need to engage: what
will happen to your digital footprint when
you die?
Understandably, Wills and end-of-life
planning will often focus on medical and
financial matters. But, increasingly, digital
issues need to be sorted out too.
I know such things tend to be the preserve
of younger generations, but not a single one
of us knows how long we’ve got and every
single one of us will one day die. I’ve already
seen a number of instances, led a number of
funerals, where this kind of planning had
not been done and should have been.
If you don’t have a plan, you may well leave
social media and email accounts with no
passwords or methods through which they
can be accessed or closed. Likewise, family
members may not be able to gain access to
bank accounts, or photo clouds, videos and

other mementos. There’s also the risk of
being hacked and your identity stolen, if noone is checking your account any more.
As with all end-of-life planning, you have
options. It just needs a bit of thinking. So,
here’s a few thoughts to give you a check-list
to aid your planning:
Have a conversation with your loved ones
If you have password protected files on your
hard drive, what happens to them? Do you
want to have your social media profiles
preserved or deleted? Many of the major
social media sites offer options now in the
settings. Do you want others to be able to
read your blog or view your videos? Talk
together and write down your decisions.
Make a list
Write down with family members a list of of
your accounts including your social media
and email, as well as accompanying web
addresses. Keep it safe with your will and
update it from time-to-time like your will.
Trust someone with passwords
I say this very hesitantly but you should
share your log-in credentials (usernames and
passwords) with at least one trusted friend
or family member. All usual security caveats
apply to sharing password information.
Do you need to buy-in help?
You might want to consider using an online
death management platform. There are a
few to choose from. They allow users to
decide how they would like their digital
world treated after their death.
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From
Mark
A difficult decision for many Christians
comes at the end of this month. Do you
engage with All Hallows’ Eve or not?
That’s right All Hallows’ Eve, the evening of
observance before the celebration day of All
Saints on November 1st. What did you
think I meant? Hallowe’en? Well that’s also
a question we need to think about. With
the popular rise of Hallowe’en over the past
decade, there is a need for Christians to
think about what we do about it. Is it a
festival that we try and engage with, or try to
separate ourselves away from? Is it just
harmless fun or something more sinister?
What you can’t do is ignore it. Last year
spending on Hallowe’en in the UK reached
£320 million. So, not only has it turned
into a big event in communities, but it is
also a commercial one as well.
Hallowe’en is also a key night for anti-social
behavior with some shops not selling eggs
and flour to people under the age of 16.
Not everyone likes Hallowe’en. For some it
is too scary. The masks and the costumes
are just not welcomed. Whole shop aisles
are ignored. Lights are turned out and
doors not answered on the 31st itself.
However for others it’s just a little bit of
harmless fun, and it’s great to see the
children and adults dress up and go trick or
treating. Whole communities put on a
‘show’ for the children and young people,
and are very happy to give out treats to
anyone who knocks on the door.
So what about you? What are your thoughts
about Hallowe’en, have you thought about
how you are going to engage or not?

As Christians we believe that Jesus came as
the light of the world, to shine in times of
darkness. That belief brings comfort in
times of distress and worry, and at times
when we are scared.
St Gabriel’s like many churches across the
UK will again be offering an alternative on
Hallowe’en for those who don’t like the
night. Over the years we have found that it’s
not just Christians who want something
different for their children. There are a
growing number of others, who don’t like
what Hallowe’en has become and don’t
want to have to spend yet more money just
because we are told we should. They want to
help their children understand that just
because culture is telling them one thing, it
doesn’t mean to say they have to go along
with it.
So how will you tackle Hallowe’en? Will you
engage and have treats for children that
proclaim Christ? Will you and your children
go out and do ‘Reverse Trick or Treating’
where you knock and give something to the
householders? Will you offer a place of
refuge for those who are scared, worried or
lonely? Or will you mark All Hallows’ Eve in
the traditional way; with prayer and fasting
before a major festival?
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com
If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News around the Cluster
Bishop Simon’s first Confirmation
This year’s Confirmation Service for our
Deanery takes place at St Lawrence’s
Mereworth on Sunday the 7th of October
at 6.30 p.m. with Rt Revd Simon BurtonJones, the new Bishop of Tonbridge. This
will be Bishop Simon’s first Confirmation.
We have four candidates in the Cluster and
around 15 people from the Deanery are
being confirmed as a whole.

Deanery Mission & Ministry Plan
taking shape
In October 2016, Malling Deanery Synod
commissioned a working group to research,
explore and come up with options for a new
Deanery Mission and Ministry Plan
(DMMP). Forecasting twenty to thirty years
into the future, a new DMMP was required
because of a particular set of circumstances
in which we face a forthcoming ‘bubble’ of
clergy retirements, financial constraints and
a large increase in local housing growth thus increasing demand.
Malling Deanery Synod formed a sub-group
in October 2016 to examine these
questions, formed of three Clergy and three
Lay Members of the Synod. The group met
regularly to discuss and formulate draft
plans, a significant amount of data was
researched and analysed and discussions
were held with Deanery Chapter and senior
diocesan staff. The report was launched
earlier this year and the outworkings of the
report are beginning to take shape.
One of the key ‘dominos to fall’ was the
creation of a Bishop’s Mission Order for
Kings Hill in December last year. Treated
now as a ‘proto-parish’, the removal of
Kings Hill’s population and other
indicators means that West Malling and
Offham, and Mereworth and West
Peckham, would no longer be viable in their
current configurations.
As that ripple effect is felt not only in this
area but across the Deanery, our Synod,
Clergy and PCCs have been engaging with
the Working Group’s recommendations

Alpha is off to a good start
Sixteen people have signed up to attend the
Alpha Course at St Michael’s, Offham this
Autumn. The course is going well so far
with lots of lively debate and discussion
around matters of faith and belief. Our
special thanks also to the Swan in West
Malling who have graciously provided the
food each night for our guests to eat.
Maidstone Choral Union
The MCU have asked us to advertise their
forthcoming concert. Along with Maidstone
Wind Symphony and with guest singers
from choirs and schools around Kent under
the baton of The Wind Symphony Music
director Jonathan Crowhurst, they will be
performing movements from Karl Jenkins
The Armed Man and other works at
Maidstone Leisure Centre at 7.30pm on
Saturday November 10th. The concert will
also feature Matilda Lloyd (BBC Young
Musician Finalist) on trumpet. Tickets
available on line via Maidstone's award
winning orchestra - Maidstone Wind
Symphony.
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and starting to get on with decisions where
such decisions could be made.
Amongst the various things happening,
Barming’s parish boundaries are changing
to the north to encompass the area around
the hospital where there is major housing
growth. Parts of Aylesford and Ditton
parishes are being tidied up at the same
time to make things more logical and take
greater account of where residents tend to
shop and spend their leisure time - in short,
where they “look to” for services.
Teston is exploring a benefice relationship
with Barming (who are currently a single
parish set-up) and Wateringbur y is
exploring becoming part of the team with
Mereworth & West Peckham. If that all
works out, East Malling (who will then be
without Wateringbury and Teston) will
explore options to unite with Larkfield.
West Malling and Offham expressed a
strong desire to stay together in the new
configurations, and so there is a possibility
being explored of uniting with Leybourne
(also currently a single parish). The original
proposals had suggested Offham became
part of BART (Birling, Addington, Ryarsh
and Trottiscliffe) and West Malling going
with Leybourne.
Those par ticular proposals are all
dependent on the movement of Clergy.
With Fr Matthew at Leybourne and our
own Vicar, David, not looking to move on
soon, this discussion is more of a long-term
aim.
The proposals have a high level of support
at senior level in the Diocese. The Bishop
of Rochester has been impressed by the
proactive nature of the proposals that are
intended to promote mission and growth,
rather than maintain the status quo. What
Malling Deanery have started to do is being
looked at as a model for elsewhere in the
Diocese.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
One of the best things
this government is
doing is very simple:
reducing plastic usage.
I hope it will lead to
change in our
understanding and in
our communities.
Reduction and
recycling mean
working together. I’ve raised this subject
with the local Council many times and
asked them to improve plastic recycling.
I’m very glad to say that from next year
when the new waste management
contract begins, plastics will now be
collected from the kerbside (see also page
18).
In the meantime, it will mean using the
recycling banks as before, but as a
temporary measure Tonbridge and
Malling Borough Council will be
employing another vehicle to empty the
recycling banks around the Borough,
which should help tackle those that do
overflow, and ensure that no one is
deterred from recycling.
The future of our planet is a big concern
for all of us, but if we are all more
conscious, we can make a difference.
The best way to get hold of me is by
sending
me
an
email:
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk or
write to me at 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, TN9 1SP.
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
War Memorial restoration edges near
With sufficient
funds raised,
work began last
month to carry
out the repairs
and restoration
o f t h e Wa r
Memorial in
time for the
one hundredth
centenar y of
the Armistice
and the end of Before (above) & after (below)
the First World photos of the brass inscription
War.
A n t i q u e
Bronze Ltd
were on hand
first to spruce
up the brass
p l a q u e ,
including
delicately reenamelling
each and every
name (see
photos).
Heritage Stone Ltd will be on site in early
October, scaffolding and covering the
memorial in order to clean the stonework,
repoint the memorial and carry out a
number of specific repairs.
Our sincere thanks to the West Malling
community and to everyone who helped in
whatever way, large or small.

Important notice: Churchyard Parking
Although the start has been slightly delayed,
the resurfacing of the driveway that runs
past the Vicarage to the allotments will start
on Monday the 8th of October.
Thereafter it will not be possible to park
cars by the allotments. Churchyard and
church visitors continue to be welcome to
park next to the North Porch.
Aumbry candle holder stolen
St Mary’s suffered an unfortunate violation
this last month when the candle holder
next to the Aumbry was ripped off the wall
and stolen.
Although not regularly used today,
traditionally the candle was lit when
consecrated bread and wine had been
stored in the Aumbry wall-safe, kept alight
to indicate and honour the presence of
Christ.
The matter has been reported to police and
our insurers. Speaking about the theft, our
Vicar David Green said:
“When we leave church open for prayer and
quiet reflection, regrettably it is a risk that a
small minority will abuse that generosity. I
remain committed to keeping the church
open even though we have suffered this
theft. If someone is so desperate for help
that they feel the need to steal, they are
always welcome to come and ask for help.
We have a foodbank locally and vestry
charities that we can use to try and help
someone in a situation of emergency
distress or poverty.”
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Over the weekend, we hope lots of people
will visit the church to enjoy the wide
variety of decorated trees. Refreshments will
be available. The trees will be on display
over the weekend and taken away on the
Sunday evening and Monday morning.
Entry will be donation based, with all funds
raised going to St Mary’s.
St Mary’s Cookery Book
We haven’t forgotten! We are still collecting
recipes for this from as many parishioners
as possible. Please send me a favourite
recipe of yours. Either e-mail it to
gcrutchfield@btinternet.com or pass to me
in person. The sooner we have enough, the
sooner we will be able to have a book.
Please put your name on your recipe.
Thanks to all who have already
contributed.
Gail Crutchfield

Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
On October 14th, we are
organising the Harvest
Brunch between the 8am
service and the 10am
service (see notice below).
We look forward to seeing as
many of you as possible. Donations towards
the breakfast will go to the church’s funds.
In November we hope to have a speaker
from the Womens’ Refuge which we
support with dry goods and toiletries. Please
bring along any contributions towards this
as it would be good to send them back with
more supplies. We will be meeting in
Church on Monday November 12th at
2pm.
Gail Crutchfield Ride and Stride
The cyclists and walkers from Offham for
Harvest Festival Brunch, 14 October
Harvest Festival takes place this year on the Friends of Kent Churches thank all
Sunday the 14th of October. The Mothers’ those who so generously sponsored them.
Union will be organising a Harvest Brunch We hope to publish the total sponsorship
between the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services that for West Malling riders in the next issue.
day, starting at 8.45 a.m. Stay late after the
8, or come early for the 10 to share together
at Harvest. The food is being provided on a
donation basis with all funds raised going
to St Mary’s.

Advance notice: Christmas Tree Festival
Our Fundraising Group are hoping to
organise a Christmas Tree Festival to be
held on the 1st and 2nd of December.
Organisations will be contacted to see if
they would like to decorate a tree on behalf
of their group, promoting their work or a
good cause.

Allotment available
There is an allotment available in the St
Mary’s allotments, in the vicinity of the
Churchyard and Vicarage. If you would be
interested in an allotment, please speak to
Rev David. The rental cost is £20 per year.
Ladies’ Meal and Men’s Meal
Advance dates for your diary are Thursday
29th November, both groups meeting
separately, and Thursday 20th December
@7.30pm which will be our special joint
Christmas drinks at the Five Pointed Star.
Any questions, please contact Gemma
Coupland or Andrew Mills.
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
A statement on the future of
Offham Methodist Church
After 120 years of
being part of
Offham’s village
life with worship
services each Sunday,
our service will now be
once a month as of the 4th November on
the first Sunday of the month.
During the last three years our congregation
has slowly declined, due to movement into
care homes, people moving away from the
village, or members who have died.
While we regret this change, it must lead to
a point of closure next year in mid-2019.
Offham Methodist Tea & Chat
Our “Tea & Chat” session will continue on
the first Tuesday of the month until we
reach the point of closure in 2019. 2nd
October this month and 6th November
next month, meeting in our hall from 2.00
til 4.00 p.m. You are invited to come and
join us to meet old friends and may be
make some new ones over a cup of tea.
Harvest Festival at St Michael’s
An All Age Harvest Festival service will take
place at 9.15 a.m. at St Michael’s Church
on Sunday the 7th of October. This is an
opportunity for the whole community of
the village to gather together to give thanks
for God's gifts to us.
Following the service, we will join with
Offham Methodist Church for a Harvest
Lunch at 12.00 for 12.30 pm in Offham
Village Hall. All are welcome.
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Ride and Stride
The cyclists and walkers
from Offham for the
Friends of Kent Churches
thank all those who so
generously sponsored
them. We will let you know
the total sponsorship for Offham riders in
the next issue.
Offham Society
T h e A n n u a l Tr i v i a l
Pursuits evening will be
held in the Village Hall
on Saturday, 17th November at 8.00 p.m.
(doors open 7.45 p.m.). This perennial
favourite returns – playing for the Mike
Rowe Challenge Cup. Bring your friends
and come and enjoy this light-hearted quiz.
There are only a few tables left at the time
of writing.
Please apply to Mike Rowe on 01732
849616 to reserve your table for six (£48), or
eight – the maximum permitted (£64); the
ticket price includes a ploughman’s supper
and a glass of wine; glasses provided –
please bring along your own drink and
nibbles.
It is regretted that payment for tables
cannot be accepted on the evening.
The Committee is currently drawing up the
programme for next year and any
suggestions will be very welcome.

If you have interests in art why not come
along to one of our meetings to see if we
can bring out the budding artist in you?

Offham Open House
The Open House
October Meeting
takes place on
Thursday, 4th
October when we
will hear a talk by
Peter Hartley on “The Royal Household”.
Peter is a retired member of the Queen’s
household and will talk about the Queen’s
routine, the royal houses, special events and
the Royal Maundy Service in which Mr
Hartley still participates. The meeting starts
at 10.00 a.m. and will take place at Suzanne
Young’s house, 23 Pepingstraw Close.
The meeting the following month is on 1st
November, when Diane Varco of Flamingo
Paperie will provide a Pop-up Shop.
Greeting cards for every occasion produced
in the UK using UK-sourced, and
environmentally accredited materials. The
meeting starts at 10.00 a.m. and will take
place in the hall at the back of the
Methodist Church, Teston Road.
Malling Art Club
This month’s
Malling Art Club
meeting is on
Thursday, 25th
October when Alex Roch will talk and
demonstrate “Figures at work” using water
soluble oils - from 7.45 to 10.00 p.m. in
Offham Village Hall.
If you wish to come along and sample one
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club
please contact our membership secretarydetails on the club website at
mallingartclub.co.uk

The Churchyard wall community project
The dates for October are:
Tues 9th, Tues 16th, Tues 23rd, Wed
24th, Tues 30th, Wed 31st.
The work goes on between 10 and 3. All
dates are weather dependent and it’s fine to
come for some of the time if that’s all you
can commit. It is very unlikely that we will
be working beyond the end of October as
the temperature will probably be too low to
set the lime mortar so this is your last
chance to take part this year.
Travelling Nativity in December
During Advent this year we will again have
figures of Mary, Joseph and their trusty
donkey making their way around the local
area, representing the journey that Mary
and Joseph took from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, all those years ago.
If you would like to offer shelter to our
Traveling Nativity this advent please contact
Jane Jordan Tel 01732 848709 or email
jnm.jordan@btinternet.com
There But Not There appeal
This year Remembrance Sunday will mark
the 100th anniversary of the end of the
First World War.
The Royal British Legion is mounting a
campaign called “There But Not There”.
Silhouettes for each person who fell can be
purchased as a poignant visual reminder of
those who didn’t come home.
Our thanks to everyone who has made a
donation, either as an individual or as an
organisation. We have now raised enough
money to purchase one silhouette for each
man from Offham who gave their lives in
defence of our peace and security.
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The silhouettes will be on display in the
week before and the week af ter
Remembrance Sunday.
Watch out also for a new book by Suzanne
Young, produced locally with the help of
Lyn Clarke and our Parish Council, which
records the biographies and stories of the
Offham men who served their country in
war. The book describes not only those who
died, but also those who survived and came
home.

THE OFFHAM
PICTURE HOUSE
AUTUMN SEASON STARTS
ON SATURDAY, 6 OCTOBER
DOORS OPEN AT 6.00 PM
FOR THE 7.00 PM SCREENING
OF

PADDINGTON 2

TABLE TOP SALE
(to coincide with the Steam Rally)

FREE ENTRY.
Donations very much appreciated.
All monies raised
go to support our Village Hall

SUNDAY, 21 OCTOBER 2018
8.00 am to 3.00 pm

THERE WILL BE AN INTERVAL
during which movie meals and
refreshments will be served
Tea, coffee, soft drinks, choc. ices for
sale. Also a Raffle.

Offham Village Hall,
Church Road, Offham
Free entry
If you would like to book a table
to sell your goods
please contact
Fiona Lloyd-Williams
on 07949 216537
Cost £10 each

If you would like any further details,
order your movie meal or wish to join
our mailing list then please contact
offhamvillagehall@outlook.com
Seats are provided but patrons are
welcome to bring their own cushions
for extra comfort!

Cooked breakfasts served
from 8.00 am to 10.45 am

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!
Saturday, 1 December
THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

Tea, coffee and cakes served from
11.00 am to 3.00 pm

followed by the 1st Saturday
of every month
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill

14

1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
15
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Dance adds star power
to Music at Malling
The eighth annual Music at Malling
festival took place during September
around the local area with St Mary’s,
West Malling one of the key host
venues.
Along with a number of fantastic
concerts from talented, world-class
musicians, the inimitable Charles Dance
OBE sprinkled a little star dust on
proceedings with his participation in the
Armistice Concert on the middle
Saturday.
As this year coincided with the
centenary of the cessation of the Great
War, the concert included those who
composed during hostilities including
Debussy, Elgar, Vaughan Williams, Delius
and Britten. In a moving first half, Dance
memorably narrated some of the writings of
Siegfried Sassoon and other war poetry
(some unpublished) to an arrangement
made by regular M&M violinist Tom PigottSmith.
Central to Music at Malling has always been
the involvement of children and ensuring
they have the opportunity to work with and
listen to musicians of the highest standard.
This year’s festival kicked off with twelve
youngsters, aged nine and up, writing a
piece in a day under the tutelage of
composer Simon Speare and other
musicians. Their day rounded off with a
world premiere of their brand new
compositions performed by Chamber
Domaine in the Pilgrim Chapel at St
Benedict’s Centre, Malling Abbey.
Local schools, including West Malling
Primary (once attended some years ago by
17

Charles Dance OBE was a special guest star
at the Armistice concert for Music at Malling.

Music at Malling’s Artistic Director Thomas
Kemp) worked with Animateur Jason
Rowland to create compositions for the
opening ceremony of The Great Enormo,
based on Michael Rosen’s story of a
wonderful theme park in which you could
travel through time. Sometimes dubbed as a
modern ‘Young Person’s Guide to the
Orchestra’, the pieces feature different
instruments and genres. It was fun trying to
figure out the origins of the different motifs
– for the Wild West, I was dithering
between the High Chaparral, the Virginian
and Bonanza – none of which were correct!
Young musicians were also invited to join in
two ‘Side by Side’ concerts. String players
took part with Chamber Domaine at the
first concert commemorating the Armistice.
Then young singers worked with Nigel
Short and Tenebrae to perform Owain
Park’s Footsteps.
Two concerts specifically showcased young
artists; Gabriella Jones played her harp at
continued on page 21

Civic news from
around the local area
The West Malling Surgery
Can you help with the Flu Jabs and the
Shingles and Pneumonia Jabs?
The annual flu jabs and shingles and
pneumonia jabs are scheduled to be given at
the Kings Hill surgery on Saturday October
20th, all day, and Saturday 27th, in the
morning only.
Due to some PPG members being
indisposed, or on holiday, we need help
from you to come to the surgery and assist
us to help patients get their jabs easily and
efficiently.
This year there will be two separate queues
to aid and guide. There are two flu vaccines
for adults this year - one for patients aged 65
and over and one for patients aged 18 to 64
years.
Also, those patients who are due Shingles
and/or Pneumonia jabs will also be offered
them after their flu jabs.
Because of that arrangement, we need twice
as many helpers to advise patients which
queue to use, remind them about their
shingles and pneumonia vaccines and also
to feed the queues into the appropriate
nurses who will be giving the flu jabs.
So, can you spare a morning, afternoon or
even a day to help?
We have 3 sessions to cover.
Session 1
Saturday 20th Oct 8:30 am to 12:30 pm
Session 2
Saturday 20th Oct 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm
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Session 3
Saturday 27th Oct 8:30 am to 12:30 pm
Please let me know which sessions you are
able to assist us with by mailing me on
wmgpppg@gmail.com
Thanks in advance and I look forward to
hearing from you.
Barry Evans
Committee Member
West Malling Patient Participation Group

Changes in waste collection
Local residents may be interested to know
that waste collection is changing next Spring
in the Borough of Tonbridge & Malling.
The new contract will include:
✤ weekly food waste collections;
✤ fortnightly collections of general waste
✤ fortnightly collection of garden waste
✤ four weekly collections of dry recyclables
including plastics, cans, cartons, glass,
paper and card.
While it is very good to see more recyclables
being taken away at the kerbside, it’s worth
noting that one of the big changes will be
that garden waste will only be taken if you
pay £35 per year (for the first two years),
increasing to £40 a year after that.
A bin and the charge can be shared between
neighbours. People who have no room for a
bin can make use of three hessian sacks for
the same charge. The Saturday freighter
service will continue, but garden waste will
no longer be collected as part of that
Saturday provision.
continued over the page

From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
2nd Sep Ottilie Peers
9th Sep Leo Fanciulli
9th Sep Ivy Connor
23rd Sep Bethya Green
30th Sep Oliver Chambers
Funerals
4th Sep Walter Eiffert
27th Sep Carole Osmer

St Michael’s, Offham
None
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
None

Changes in waste collection
continued from page 18
This charge for garden waste collection
works out at 67p per week. The logic would
seem to be that it’s a reasonable price to
pay, particularly if it enables the doorstep
collection of many more recyclables and,
particularly, plastic. It may also be worth
noting that this level of charge will be the
lowest of all borough councils in Kent.
However, it is worth noting that there will
still be many people who will struggle to
find extra money to pay for garden waste
collection. For struggling young families,
pensioners on low income and those
moving onto universal credit this Autumn
may all struggle.
The Borough Council’s report and
proposals suggested that those who do not
wish to pay could take their garden waste to

council-run tips, but TMBC does not have
one. The nearest centres are in Tovil and
Cuxton which are half an hour’s drive away.
It’s fairly obvious to see the flaw in this
logic when many low-income residents will
not have a car or may not be physically able
enough to manage putting the garden waste
into the car and taking it out again.
One of our local councillors, Trudy Dean,
has asked the Council to see if it can find
ways of giving people on low incomes a
helping hand with this particular issue of
garden waste. We will have to wait and see
if it results in action.

Final consultation on the Local Plan
On Monday, the Borough Council
launched the final six weeks of consultation
on the Local Plan. Our fate is now in the
hands of the Government Inspector. All
comments should be sent to the Borough
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If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!
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Council at localplan@tmbc.gov.uk by 4pm
on Monday 12 November. They will send
them to the Inspector along with comments
on them from Borough officers.
To help you decide what you think,
on Sunday 14th October, from 12 noon
until 4.00 p.m. at West Malling CE
Primary, the West Malling Parish Council
is holding an exhibition of all the sites
likely to be submitted again by developers
because TMBC has not included them in
their Draft Local Plan as building sites.
There will be presentations at 1.00 p.m.
and 3.00 p.m. Residents will be asked to
leave their comments and information
about the site which would enable the
Parish Council to fight off any building
proposal.
On Monday 15 October, Borough Council
Officers are holding a Drop-In advice
centre from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Borough
Council Kings Hill Offices, to help
residents who want to put in a response to
the Local Plan. Any resident can attend and
there is no need to book in advance.
These two articles are largely based on Trudy’s
regular emails - the West Malling, East Malling
& Larkfield bulletin. Email dean.j6@sky.com if
you would like to subscribe for this and other
local news.

Dance adds star power to
Music at Malling
continued from page 17
Ss Peter & Paul, Trottiscliffe and young
composer Peter Gregson performed his
interpretation of Bach’s Suites for Cello. His
Deutsche Grammophon album featuring
this wonderful music is now available.
Highlights of the lunchtime concerts held
in the peaceful surroundings of Malling
Abbey included two by Thomas Bowes,

performing all six of Ysaye’s Violin Sonatas
and one by Richard Harwood, cellist, who
played compositions from the 20th and 21st
centuries, including Unlocked by the current
Master of the Queen’s Music, Judith Weir.

James Pearson’s Trio
on the last night of the festival.

James Pearson showcased his classical roots
as he played Bach’s Inventions followed by
improvisations on each. His iPhone was to
hand to ensure his creations matched the
length of each invention. He explained that
although we have a great deal of Bach’s
music, we don’t have all of it. Bach was a
terrific improviser and there was – and is –
room in each invention for artistic license.
James used the timer on his phone to
ensure he didn’t overdo it!
James returned with his Trio and Lizzie Ball
for the festival’s finale – a tribute to the
virtuoso violinist Stephane Grappelli. They
managed to persuade Thomas Kemp to
bring out his violin to join in – a truly
fitting end to a wonderful festival.
Music@Malling will be back next year for its
9th festival of outstanding music. Look out
for further news on musicatmalling.com.
Becky Clifford
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green, Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
St Mary’s, 16th September 2018
Readings: Isaiah 50.4-9a and Mark 8.27-38
Ten years ago, certainly twenty years ago,
the culture we lived in required us, as the
Church and Christians, to make a defence
of Jesus, of God. Most apologetics, most
discussion of faith in the public square
centred around Christians needing to
provide logical, thoughtful, reasonable
arguments for the existence of God, the
historic evidence for Jesus’ life and death,
and the potential implications of his claim
to be God’s Son.
You may remember that famously in 2003,
Tony Blair was being interviewed and was
asked a question about his Christian faith.
Alastair Campbell, his director of strategy
and communications, interrupted the
interview, leaned in and said “We don’t do
God”. Our nation at the time wasn’t all
that keen on “doing God” and I can
certainly remember conversations I had
with family members, with friends, with
neighbours, people I played football with,
like that.
But now we are in 2018. People who were
children or growing up in that era now have
jobs, some have children, a few are able to
buy a house rather than have to rent it.
The senior generation of that era... many
have gone onto glory… such is the way of all
things. And today, the conversation has
shifted, perhaps imperceptibly to some of
us. The question now in the public sphere
is less about whether Christians “do God”
and a lot more about whether Christians
“do Good”.
Young adults now and the generation that
follow behind them, (my children’s

generation) have a nose for lies, for hype,
for false promises. They have grown up in a
world where leaders of various kinds have
been caught in scandals, they get advertised
to somewhere around 3,500 times every
day. For all sorts of reasons, they have learnt
to be extremely well-attuned to anything
that doesn’t add up, or to anyone who is a
hypocrite.
To deserve the chance to be heard, you will
have to first prove to this generation that
you live what you say and that what you say
is beneficial. In short, you have to first do
Good, if you want to then do God.
That’s no bad thing. Jesus had plenty to say
to hypocrites who talked a good game but
didn’t back it up with their actions. And,
actually, what I tend to find myself doing
most these days is not ‘doing God’ in the
sense of evangelising or doing apologetics
about God. Rather, these days, I tend to
find myself evangelising, doing apologetics
for the Church!
God is something they don’t necessarily
have a hard time with. Rather people want
to know what good believing in God does
for the people who gather to do it. What
difference does it make?
Many are happy to say they believe that a
Creator made the world they live in, and
made them... humanity with all its fearful
and wonderful intricacy. Many would also
say they like Jesus of Nazareth. They like
what he stood for, they like what he said,
they like his ethic, personality, his ability to
communicate, his humour, his anger for
justice, his love.
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But what they are a whole lot less sure
about is the church. They want to know
what good we do before they will listen.
I think we see it here to a certain extent,
even amongst ourselves. Patterns of church
attendance are changing and have changed.
Many people don’t see the need to come to
church every week.
As one person said to me recently “God is
always with me. I can do God wherever I
am. What do I need the church for?”
Nick Spencer, a writer and speaker, likens
the attitude of this current generation to
how people think about football! Someone
spoke to him and said: “Spirituality or
having faith is like playing football. I can
play football anywhere. I can play in the
park, with friends, I can kick a ball against
the wall on my own. I can play when I want,
where I want, in the position I want to play,
for as long as I want. Church is like joining
a football team. I have to train when I’m
told, play where I’m told, do as I’m told. It’s
not about me.” “And”, they went on to say,
“I’m not so interested in that set-up.”
Now before anyone gets depressed, the
Church is not the only institution in this
country, in this culture, which is suffering
in this way. Every institution in this country
is having a similar problem. Scouts and
Guides, football clubs, Rotary. If the activity
is organised and demands commitment,
people seem less willing to join.
The success stories of 2018 are things like
Park Run, where you put something
structured on - it’s at a particular time and
place, but people turn up as they wish, pay
their fiver, and run as they wish to run. If
you don’t turn up one week, no-one is
worried. It’s commitment purely on my
terms. I am in control.
And that’s us all over in this generation.
Even for all the problems we are having in

our world today, materially, we are one of
the most fortunate (if not the most
fortunate) generations in history. We’ve
made a world which is “better for me”, than
it has ever been and even in our
commitment to organisations or
institutions, it is me who gets to decide
what part I’ll play. The institutions who are
succeeding recognise that and have adapted.
But here’s the kicker.
Those same people, which includes pretty
much all of us to some degree or another,
who want to play when they want, where
they want, for as long as they want. Who
don’t want to join the football team because
they don’t want to be told to be a defender
when they just want to score goals... those
people will also then complain about a lack
of community in our world.
The world has become “better for me”, but
it has become “worse for us”.
I wonder if that rings bells for you? Does
that make sense to you?
Materially, relationally, spiritually - as we are
right now in the UK the world is better for
me, but worse for us.
And fundamentally, the issue with that is
that I believe we are ‘us’ creatures. We crave
relationship. Not just husbands and wives,
partners, but fathers and sons, friends,
neighbours, grandparents, comrades in
activities we do together. We are ‘us’
creatures. Even the most introverted soul
who likes nothing more than a quiet night
with a good book, will have moments when
they need the company of others. I know
that because I am one of those people.
We crave to give of ourselves. We need that
mutuality of support; loving relationships.
And these days, when I find myself
evangelising for church to not just believe in
God, but to consider being here with us.
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That is what I find myself saying. Church is
about “us”… not “me”.
I don’t know how often you come here to St
Mary’s. Perhaps you are here for the first
time today. Perhaps you have been coming
for years. Perhaps you have noticed changes
in your pattern of attendance; whether
deliberate or by happenstance. You don’t
come every week anymore, perhaps as you
once did.
Perhaps you’ve even said to
yourself “I don’t need church to do God”.
In a way, you’re right. He is always with you.
He will hear your prayers. Wherever you are.
God is bigger than whether you’re here each
week. But from a different perspective, that
thinking is also dead wrong.
If you take a hot coal from a fire, it will glow
for a while but not for long. It will grow
cold. It needs the heat of the other coals.
It’s tougher, and braver, to commit yourself
to a group of people, some of whom, let’s be
honest, you may not like all that much! It’s a
challenge to decide to allow yourself to love
and be loved, to allow the narrative (that you
didn’t set for yourself) to shape you, rather
than be the shaper of it.
I cannot even begin to fathom how I could
“do” God without all of you. I tried to
believe in God without going to church at
one time and it didn’t work. I need church,
community, people... to challenge me, niggle
me… comfort and support me. I need it too
as a place where I can contribute and give to
others and seek to serve.
Happy people are people who give, not those
who receive… and to give, you need someone
else with you to give to. We are “us people”!
Yet the culture we live in right now is one
where we’ve made a world that is good for
“me” and terrible for “us”.
Please don’t think I am having a go at you
when I say this. I get that life is very busy, I
get that family life can be strained. This
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church... any such church has so much going
for it. I just don’t understand why anyone
would choose to try to live out their faith
alone… separate to what they would find
here. Neither do I understand really why
anyone would allow anything to creep in… to
infringe on that time on a Sunday morning,
or whenever church gathers for you, when
they have this chance to be ‘us’ instead of
“me”. Why would you endanger that with
other commitments?
I love the fact that this church is a place
where my children meet black, white, and
Asian, rich and poor, male and female,
elderly and infants, all in this jumbled-up
context where none of us get to choose who
else walks through the door. Where none of
us controls who our community will be.
I think that is such a valuable lesson in life
for them, and a shaper for who they are. I
love the fact that my kids can’t go anywhere
in West Malling (pretty much) without
encountering someone who knows them,
who is going to be looking out for them.
If our world is looking at us saying “before
you can do God with me, I want to see that
you do Good”, what a prophetic opportunity
our culture is giving us to come together, as
community, to be “us” not “me”.
As the writer to the Hebrews put it “Let’s
not neglect meeting together, as is the habit
of some but meet together, to encourage one
another, and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.” Heb 10.25
Together we can do Good, and in so doing
show our world, show West Malling that we
do God so that, in turn, one day, maybe they
will say with us and with Simon Peter:
“Jesus, You are the Messiah. The Son of the
Living God.”

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace available from good retailers.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
The nights are drawing in, and October will
see the clocks go back with the first frosts in
the most exposed rural parts of our county.
Time in the garden might feel curtailed by
the shortened daylight, but these days are
often glorious, with the Autumn colour a
counterpoint to the light tipping away.
I love October, there's so much to do and so
much to anticipate! But on the downside I
might now have to put the shorts away until
Spring!
Spring and Autumn are two of the most
industrious times of the year and it is worth
thinking about the one when you are
working in the other. Bulb planting is a
good example. Now is the time to think
about how to light up the garden when it
wakes after hibernation. Bulbs are
incredible value and have instant impact.
Although it is always better to buy few
varieties and larger numbers of each. Think
tens and multiples of ten for a generous
effect in pots. Think hundreds (buy
wholesale) if you are planting in grass, and
look into the right varieties. The smallerflowered Narcissus cyclamineus hybrids such
as “Jack Snipe” have fine foliage and so are
easily incorporated, and there are early,
mid-season and late varieties to keep the
display working from late winter until May.
The earlier you plant bulbs the better. The
soil is still warm and getting the roots
established before the weather closes in will
help them fight wet and rot. That said,
tulips are happy to go in at the end of
November, even December is dry enough,
so you can leave them until last. The

general rule is that bulbs should be planted
at two and a half times their own depth. If
you are planting in drifts, work on the
principle that if you threw them in the air,
you would plant where they landed.
Don’t panic if we do get an early frost,
cannas and dahlias will be fine in the ground
for a bit, even if their tops are browned.
Many people leave them in the ground and
mulch heavily and they are happy for four
or five years even in cold gardens if the
mulch is deep enough. Once they show
signs of losing vigour, it is time to divide
and re-propagate. In these years the old
tubers will be lifted, stored in just-damp
compost under frost-free cover, and divided
or used for cuttings come next spring.
Geraniums, persicaria and the likes of achillea
can be cut back hard, lifted with a fork and
teased apart. Keep only the healthiest, outer
growth and discard the oldest material on
to the compost heap. With warmth still in
the ground, the roots will take hold before
winter sets in. Who doesn't like plants for
free?
It is also the best time to transplant
evergreens as the soil is warm and moist,
the air is cool, all giving the best conditions
for root growth. However they are prone to
drying out in winter winds. If you are
prepared to water in winter, so much the
better and you can get them in too.
So there's plenty to do in your garden right
now. Put down the magazine and get out
there!
Adam McKay
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6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)
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6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact the Couplands.
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Calendar for Sundays
in October
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

