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From
David
I’m hesitating to say this. Take a deep
breath. Put a tin hat on.
On the 24th of June 2016, I was mourning.
I had voted Remain. Our nation voted to
Leave. I spoke that morning with several
clergy and we got to discussing how we
separate our personal feelings from the
calling we share to minister to everyone in
our parishes; not just those who voted the
same way we did.
I wrote something on Facebook. It turned
out to be popular. It was shared over 1,700
times. A record for me (by some margin).
The gist of what I said was that the only way
forward was for Leavers and Remainers to
be gracious to one another, to forgive some
of the awful things that friends and family
have said about each other, and to start
building a new future together. I wished my
Leaver friends and family well and I
promised them that I would do my bit to try
and prove they were right.
Since then I have not preached against
Brexit and I have not written about it. I
have prayed for it, and those who were
leading it. In my role as a Vicar, available to
all of my parishioners, it seemed important
to try and get on with it and honour my
promise: help prove the Leavers right.
Perhaps especially because I did not agree
and could model something in doing so.
As I write this, nearly two years on, I speak
again but not so much as someone who
voted Remain, but as someone who remains
committed to my parish, and by extension
my country, and seeks unity, mutual human
flourishing, peace and reconciliation for all.

Of course there is a continuing ‘given’ that
those that voted Remain in 2016 are not
happy. That is no surprise. But as I have I
listened to folk around the parish, on social
media, family and friends at dinner tables
or over a pint, in the last couple of months I
have increasingly noticed that many Leavers
are not happy either. The so-called
‘Chequers Deal’ is not what they wanted.
And so I am left wondering. If Remainers
aren’t happy, but now Leavers aren’t happy
either, what are we doing to ourselves?
The American politician Robert Kennedy
once said that “elections remind us not only
of the rights but the responsibilities of
citizenship”. With that in mind, I don’t
think it’s enough to say ‘We voted. We’re
leaving. That’s it. Get on with it.’ Where is
the sense of our ongoing responsibility to
each other in such a view?
I’m not saying repeal Brexit. I care too much
about the unity of our people for that. But I
have concluded that, once the final shape of
the deal is known, Leavers especially (along
with the rest of the country) ought to have
the chance to see what they think and
decide whether we move ahead. In other
words, a second referendum.
If the deal is good, and the Leavers were
right, they will have nothing to fear from a
second vote. They will win again. But if the
deal isn’t good and it’s not what the Leavers
envisaged, they have the chance to call a halt
to something that neither they nor the
Remainers actually want. And if that was
the case, they would also win.
3

From
Mark
As the summer comes to an end, and
people start returning to school or heading
off on holiday (for those who can avoid
school holiday dates), September is always a
time when things change, and often people
start looking ahead to the coming Winter.
It’s a time when people start preparing for
what’s to come, farmers bring in the
harvest, the dreaded C (hristmas) word
begins to spoken about, Christmas menus
start appearing in restaurants and trees in
shops (much to our collective disgust).
The period between September and
Christmas also include significant times of
year including Harvest, Remembrance and,
of course, the beginning of Advent. It
always makes this period a busy time in life
and the life of our churches.
At St Gabriel’s there is a lot going on, from
our Harvest Service (30th September) to
Messy Church Harvest (weekend of 6/7
Octo be r) , the la u n ch o f o u r n ew
community café ‘The Hub’ on the 4th
October, an Alternative Halloween event
( 31 s t O c t o b e r ) , o u r c o m m u n i t y
Re m e m b r a n c e S e r v i c e a n d Ac t o f
Remembrance (11th November) and Carols
around the Christmas Tree (8th December)
amongst other things.
Of course, there’s also all of our regular
events too. Girls Brigade begins a new term
(every Monday), Knit and Natter (first and
third Wednesdays), Shine Brighter (first
Wednesday of the month), Men’s Group
(every second weekend of the month) and
Cluster Youth Group (2nd Thursday of the
month)!

We also have two Cluster Services coming
up on the 30th of September and the 25th
November. I am especially looking forward
to the November Cluster Service because it
will led entirely by the Cluster Youth Group
for the very first time.
There is also a Deanery Confirmation
service on the 7th October and then of
course there is Christmas (but more about
that later)!
It’s a busy time and it would be easy to get
so caught up in the rushing around, the
opportunities and big events, that we don’t
take time to breathe, rest and enjoy.
Whatever is going on in the Autumn for
you, don’t forget to take time out to be with
God. Give yourself space to rest in his
presence, read Scripture and learn from
what you read in the Bible, and speak with
Him.
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com
If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News around the Cluster

Music at Malling this month!
The eighth Music@Malling Festival starts
this month on the 16th of September. A
festival that brings international artists to
historical venues in and around West
Malling, Kent, the festival celebrates an
eclectic mix of fabulous music. Tickets can
be purchased via the website at
www.musicatmalling.com and over the
counter at Was Down Swan Street, 72,
High Street, West Malling, ME19 6LU.
Tickets can also be purchased on the door
for events although you are taking a chance
if it has already sold out!
Music@Malling also engages hundreds of
young people in creative activities and
performance, providing access to arts, many
for the first time.
Music@Malling aims to create an
outstanding artistic resource for the local
area, region and beyond. The eighth festival
has such an incredible range of music and
events taking place that we can’t even do it
justice in the pages of this Parish Magazine.
Get on the website, pick up a brochure and
see for yourself. To give just one highlight,
in this centenary year for the end of the
First World War, St Mary’s will play host to
a special concert on the evening of 22nd
September featuring Chamber Domaine
performing British string classics to
commemorate The Armistice including

Charles Dance OBE will read poems from
the First World War on September 22nd
as part of the Armistice concert at St Mary’s.

works by Elgar, Bridge, Delius, Walton,
Britten and Vaughan Williams. Legendary
actor, Charles Dance will also be on hand
to read Siegfried Sassoon and poems from
the First World War. The concert includes
side-by-side performances of Vaughan
Williams – Concerto Grosso and Walton –
Touch her Soft Lips and Part, with young
string players from across Kent.
You really won’t want to miss out on this
incredible festival of live music of the
highest quality.
Would you like to be confirmed
(or baptised)?
This year’s Confirmation Service takes
place at St Lawrence’s Mereworth on
Sunday the 7th of October at 6.30 p.m.
with Bishop Simon, the new Bishop of
Tonbridge. If you have not been confirmed
(or baptised) and would like to explore your
options for taking such a step of faith,
please speak to Rev David.
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Alpha this Autumn
St Michael’s, Offham are
running an Alpha course
fo r o u r l o c a l C l u s t e r
starting on Monday
17th September at
7.00 p.m. with
sessions hosted
at the Jabez
Barn next to St
Michael’s Church.
All sessions will centre around a good hot
meal (kindly supplied by The Swan, West
Malling) and with an opportunity to hear
and talk about the basics of Christian faith.
For those who have not heard of Alpha
before, it is a free-of-charge course exploring
the basics of the Christian faith, typically
run over ten or eleven weeks.
Each talk looks at different questions
around faith and is designed to create a
conversation. Alpha is run all around the
globe, and everyone is welcome. It runs in
cafes, churches, universities, homes – you
name it. No two Alphas look exactly the
same, but generally they have three key
things in common: food, a talk and good
conversation and open discussion.
Alpha is perfect for two groups of people. If
you are a churchgoer and want to do a
refresher on the basics of your Christian
faith and perhaps fill in a few gaps in your
understanding or ask questions you never
get to ask, Alpha is for you.
Alpha is also great for anyone who doesn’t
currently call themselves a Christian, but is
interested in exploring God, the meaning of
life and the big questions we all ask, and
examining what Jesus and the Christian
faith has to offer.
Email alpha@stmichaelsoffham.org.uk to
book your place. There’s a maximum limit
of 20 people and it is starting to fill up!

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
The Tonbridge and
Malling Local Plan is
a good opportunity to
have your say.
It
provides a blueprint
to control where our
future housing,
services and other
infrastructure will go
fo r the n ex t two
decades. It’s important we get involved.
At the moment the Plan is being
considered by different parts of the
Council, and if the timetable remains the
same, it will be ready for public
consultation in the Autumn. This will be
the moment for you to make your views
about the proposals heard.
The consultation feedback will then go to
the Planning Inspectorate, and at that
stage I will ensure every objection gets
properly considered by the Inspector who
will be appointed by the Ministry for
Housing, Communities and Local
Government.
Your councillors Sophie Shrubsole, Brian
Luker and Sasha Luck are also involved,
and if you have any questions or
concerns, I’d encourage you to contact
them too.
The best way to get hold of me is by
sending
me
an
email:
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk or
write to me at 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, TN9 1SP.
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
War Memorial fundraising success!
We are pleased
to announce
that we have
r a i s e d
sufficient
funds to carry
out
the
p l a n n e d
restoration of
t h e We st
Malling War
Memorial.
W h i l e The War Memorial as it is
today - showing its age.
donations,
collections and
fundraising has continued, we heard in
August that we had been awarded £3,630
from the War Memorials Trust in their
second round of grant funding. Together
with £6,963.33 raised by the people of West
Malling, the grant took us over the £8,762
threshold needed.
Any excess funds will be held in a restricted
account by St Mary’s and used on the war
memorial for future needs. Nothing will be
wasted.
Heritage Stone Ltd and Antique Bronze
Ltd, reputable craftsman of high calibre,
will start work in September on the
masonry and bronze plaques respectively
with the plan to ensure the work is
completed before Armistice Day this year;
the one hundredth anniversary of the end
of the First World War.
Our sincere thanks to the West Malling
community and to everyone who helped in
whatever way, large or small.

Important notice: Churchyard Parking
Although the start has been slightly delayed,
the resurfacing of the driveway that runs
past the Vicarage to the allotments will
begin this month.
Thereafter it will not be possible to park
cars by the allotments. Churchyard and
church visitors continue to be welcome to
park next to the North Porch.
Problems with the Churchyard standpipe
If you visited the Churchyard in August and
wanted to water flowers during the searing
h o t we a t h e r, y o u w i l l h a ve b e e n
disappointed to find the standpipe tap outof-action.
It was nothing to do with the weather.
Unfortunately, when South East Water
recently installed a new main on the High
Street, not realising where a particular pipe
went, they cut it off and thus cut us off!
Once we had worked out that the tap was
not faulty and we were up-to-date with our
payments, we eventually worked out what
had happened and South East Water (with
profuse apologies) came back to rectify their
mistake.
Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
On September 10th we
will visit Aylesford Friary,
meeting at 2.00 p.m. If
anyone would like a lift
then please let me know.
After exploring the chapels and
grounds we will have tea in the cafeteria.
Gail Crutchfield
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Harvest Festival Brunch, 14 October
Harvest Festival takes place this year on
Sunday the 14th of October. The Mothers’
Union will be organising a Harvest Brunch
between the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services that
day, starting at 8.45 a.m. Stay late after the
8, or come early for the 10 to share together
at Harvest. The food is being provided on a
donation basis with all funds raised going
to St Mary’s.
Advance notice: Christmas Tree Festival
Our Fundraising Group are hoping to
organise a Christmas Tree Festival to be
held on the 1st and 2nd of December.
Organisations will be contacted to see if
they would like to decorate a tree on behalf
of their group, promoting their work or a
good cause.
Over the weekend, we hope lots of people
will visit the church to enjoy the wide
variety of decorated trees. Refreshments will
be available. The trees will be on display
over the weekend and taken away on the
Sunday evening and Monday morning.
Entry will be donation based, with all funds
raised going to St Mary’s.
St Mary’s Cookery Book
We haven’t forgotten! We are still collecting
recipes for this from as many parishioners
as possible. Please send me a favourite
recipe of yours. Either e-mail it to
gcrutchfield@btinternet.com or pass to me
in person. The sooner we have enough, the
sooner we will be able to have a book.
Please put your name on your recipe.
Thanks to all who have already
contributed.
Gail Crutchfield

Christmas cards!
Canon Alan knows it is a long way off, but
he has a good stock of Christmas cards!
He will be setting up his stall at 3
Fartherwell Avenue on Saturday September
22nd and the 29th September from 10.00 12.00 noon and in church after the 10.00
service on October 7th. Prices have been
held for the 3rd year at £2.50 per pack of
five. All cards have a proper religious
Christian theme and proceeds will be
donated to the Capital Project.
Alan Vousden

Friends of Kent Churches Ride & Stride
The annual sponsored Ride & Stride for
the Friends of Kent Churches is being held
this month on Saturday, 8th September.
Forms for sponsorship are available from
church.
Ride & Stride is all about walking or riding
a bicycle for a Saturday in September and
visiting as many churches as you care to see!
Many churches put on special refreshments
or host heritage walks to mark the occasion
and it’s a great chance to see some of the
incredible churches Kent has to offer.
Riders and Striders are sponsored for each
church they visit and the money they raise is
divided evenly between The Friends of Kent
Churches (who make grants to churches in
need of repair) and the home church or
chapel of the rider/strider’s choice.
It’s a great day out and one that has
benefitted St Mary’s funding greatly over
the years. Why not consider giving it a go?

10

St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Ride & Stride
The annual sponsored
Ride & Stride for the
Friends of Kent
Churches is being held
this month on
Saturday, 8th September. Forms for
sponsorship are available from Nicola
Mackrill (Tel: 01732 842432).
St Michael's will benefit from any money
that you raise, and we would particularly
welcome more cyclists from the village. This
is a fun event, so please come along and
join in. Both St Michael’s Church and
Offham Methodist Church will be open
from 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. for cyclists
and walkers to “sign in” so that these visited
Churches can be part of your sponsorship.
The proceeds of the event are divided
equally between The Friends of Kent
Churches and the church or chapel of the
rider’s choice.
Harvest Festival
An All Age Harvest Festival service will take
place at 9.15 a.m. at St Michael’s Church
on Sunday the 7th of October. This is an
opportunity for the whole community of
the village to gather together to give thanks
for God's gifts to us.
Following the service, we will join with
Offham Methodist Church for a Harvest
Lunch at 12.00 for 12.30 pm in Offham
Village Hall. All are welcome.
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Children’s Society Boxes
The Children’s Society
summer box opening
amounted to £101.64 with
many thanks to all our box
holders for this great effort.
Linda Graham

Offham Methodist Church
O u r “ Te a & C h a t ”
continues on the first
Tuesday of the month
–
4th September and 2nd
October, meeting in our
hall from 2.00 until 4.00 p.m. You are
invited to come and join us to meet old
friends and may be some new ones over a
cup of tea. Feel free just to look in for any
length of time that you may have available
on the day.
Offham Society
On Monday, 24th
September the Society
invites you to come to the
Village Hall at 8.00 p.m.
for a talk on ‘Hops and Hop Picking’.
Sheila Pryer (formerly of East Malling
Research) and Jennifer Naylor (whose family
owned a hop farm) will talk about the
origins and culture of Kent hops and
memories of growing up on a working hop
farm.
Don’t forget to book your table for our
annual Trivial Pursuits quiz night, which
will be held on Saturday 17th November.
This is a popular event and usually fully

b o o k e d w e l l i n If you have interests in art why not come
advance.
along to one of our meetings to see if we
can bring out the budding artist in you.

Offham Open House
On Thursday the
6th September we
will hold our
meeting at 10.00
a.m. at the home of
L i n d a Ta t t e r s a l l ,
Hope House, The Green. Keith Tattersall (a
volunteer for Victim Support) will give a
talk on the independent charity for people
affected by crime and traumatic events in
England and Wales. Specialist teams
provide individual, independent, emotional
and practical help to enable people to cope
and recover from the effects of crime.
The following month on Thursday, 4th
October we will hear a talk by Peter Hartley
on ‘The Royal Household’. Peter is a retired
member of the Queen’s household and will
talk about the Queen’s routine, the royal
houses, special events and the Royal
Maundy Service in which Mr Hartley still
participates.
Malling Art Club
This month’s
Malling Art Club
meeting is on
T h u r s d ay, 27 t h
September from 7.45
to 10.00 p.m. in Offham Village Hall when
Melanie Cambridge will talk and
demonstrate on ‘The wonderful world of
gouache’.
If you wish to come along and sample one
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club
please contact our membership secretarydetails on the club website at
mallingartclub.co.uk

The Churchyard wall community project
The dates for September and October are:
Tues 11th September, Tues 25th, Wed
26th. Tues 2nd October, Wed 3rd, Tues
9th, Wed 10th, Tues 16th, Wed 17th,
Tues 23rd, Wed 24th, Tues 30th, Wed
31st
The work goes on between 10 and 3. All
dates are weather dependent and it’s fine to
come for some of the time if that’s all you
can commit. It is very unlikely that we will
be working beyond the end of October as
the temperature will probably be too low to
set the lime mortar.
There But Not There appeal
This year Remembrance Sunday will mark
the 100th anniversary of the end of the
First World War.
The Royal British Legion is mounting a
campaign called “There But Not There”.
Silhouettes for each person who fell can be
purchased as a poignant visual reminder of
those who didn’t come home.
Here in Offham we want to participate in
this campaign and purchase 15 Silhouettes,
and name blocks to install in our church in
the run-up to 11 November, each one
representing one of the men named on our
war memorial.
Anyone can donate to St Michael’s to help
purchase these silhouettes. As a guide each
silhouette costs £42 and each name block is
£10. The proceeds all go to the British
Legion.
We would, therefore, ask that you, or the
group you represent, consider seriously
making a donation to the church for their
purchase enabling this project to become a
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true village event. All silhouettes are
purchased from the British Legion and
profits will be directed to the charities they
are supporting. Donations can be in cash or
cheque and should be made payable to
“Offham PCC” and sent to Ken Jordan
(church treasurer) of 13 Peppingstraw Close.
(Please make clear it is for “There but not
there”). If you were able to donate then it
would help if this could be made by 1st
August. Thank you.
Offham village hope to mark this occasion
in honour of those who lost their lives in
World War 1. Please help to make this
occasion a fitting tribute.

THE OFFHAM
PICTURE HOUSE
AUTUMN SEASON STARTS
ON SATURDAY, 6 OCTOBER
DOORS OPEN AT 6.00 PM
FOR THE 7.00 PM SCREENING
OF

PADDINGTON 2
FREE ENTRY.
Donations very much appreciated.
All monies raised
go to support our Village Hall

TABLE TOP SALE
(to coincide with the Steam Rally)
SUNDAY, 21 OCTOBER 2018

THERE WILL BE AN INTERVAL
during which movie meals and
refreshments will be served
Tea, coffee, soft drinks, choc. ices for
sale. Also a Raffle.

8.00 am to 3.00 pm
Offham Village Hall,
Church Road, Offham

If you would like any further details,
order your movie meal or wish to join
our mailing list then please contact
offhamvillagehall@outlook.com

Free entry
If you would like to book a table
to sell your goods
please contact
Fiona Lloyd-Williams
on 07949 216537
Cost £10 each

Seats are provided but patrons are
welcome to bring their own cushions
for extra comfort!
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!
Saturday, 1 December
THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

Cooked breakfasts served
from 8.00 am to 10.45 am
Tea, coffee and cakes served from
11.00 am to 3.00 pm

followed by the 1st Saturday
of every month
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
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1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
15
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Views sought on proposals
to help fund the work
of the Church locally
The views of parishioners, clergy and PCCs
are being invited by the Diocese of
Rochester as developments are considered
to the way the shared mission and ministry
of the local church is funded.
Currently each parish determines its own
Parish Pledge to the diocese every year.
Those pledges are vital. Together they
represent 86% of the diocese’s total income
of approximately £10.6m per year.
However, overall costs are currently running
at around £11m a year, even after significant
changes have been made in recent years to
save money.
The new proposal, developed in partnership
with clergy and treasurers from a range of
parishes in different traditions and social
and economic areas, has also been driven by
parishes requesting guidance on what an
appropriate amount for their Parish Pledge
should be, particularly in the light of the
real financial challenge the Diocese faces.
How Indicative Offers work
An Indicative Offers based system would see
each parish provided with a suggested
amount they might be able to afford, based
on a common formula.
Having researched other options, diocesan
staff believe that Indicative Offers would
help build a fairer and more transparent
funding model. It would also allow the
Diocese to plan more confidently for the
future. Furthermore, it also aims to support
growth.
Shared responsibility
Rev Richard Williams, Director of Finance
for the Diocese, said that being aware of our
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responsibility and commitment to each
other as a diocesan family was vital. He
writes:
“In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians we
read about how important it is that we
recognise that we are all part of one body
and dependent upon each other. By
encouraging our shared responsibility to
nurture a Common Fund, we can all live
out our shared values and the diocese can
grow to meet the future needs of parishes
and the communities they serve.”
How to take part in the consultation
Our local PCCs and Clergy will be taking
part and have it on their agendas for
forthcoming meetings. However, others who
are interested in contributing to the
consultation have until the 2nd of
November 2018 to do so.
Materials to help facilit ate parish
discussions include a detailed proposal and
an ‘at a glance’ guide, and an online
questionnaire, all of which can be found at
www.rochester.anglican.org/diocese /
consultation.
As well as the online questionnaire, you can
email
your
views
to
consultation@rochester.anglican.org or by
post to:
One Mission, Many Places consultation
Diocese of Rochester,
St. Nicholas Church,
Boley Hill,
Rochester, ME1 1SL

News from the
West Malling Surgery
This is an abbreviated excerpt from a web site
article which you can read in full by visiting
www.westmallinggp.nhs.uk
The future of the West Malling surgery was
in the press earlier this year. As you may
know the site no longer meets NHS
requirements.
In August this year, a buyer was finalised for
the site. As part of the conditions for the
sale, the whole site (including the
Chiropractor Clinic) will be leased back to
the surgery. Back—office work will move
out during 2019 into better commercial
settings. No location has yet been found,
but detailed planning has now started.
The NHS plan is for Super Practices of
around 30,000 patients in one location.
Our Group Practice has just over 20,000 at
the moment and growing. We have had
several suggestions for land available for a
Super Practice. If moving to one site is
suitable then it would take around five years
to plan and implement.
Telephones
We are increasing the number of staff
trained to answer the telephone and to deal
with booking appointments. Our maximum
call waiting, at most times of the day,
consistently reaches our plan time of 15
minutes. Our intention is to reduce this to
just five minutes. At peak times, we plan to
have ten members of staff answering the
phones.
Doctor numbers
We are pleased that Dr Reichhelm returns
from Australia in September. Two more
doctors have been recruited and will
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also start in September. Another position is
still at the recruitment stage.
Blood Pressure Machine
There will be a blood pressure monitoring
machine in the waiting room at Kings Hill.
Delivery was due in August.
Training Closure
The practice will be closed at all three sites
from 1.00 p.m. on Thursday 13th
September for protected learning time. If
you require urgent medical treatment
during this time then please call NHS 111.
Monthly Meetings
We will continue to hold monthly meetings
across the three practices where you can
meet the Business Manager and make
comments or ask questions. The next such
meeting is at Kings Hill Surgery (upstairs
waiting room) on Monday 17th September
from 10.00 to 10.30 a.m.
The October meeting will be at Leybourne
surgery on Tuesday 16th October from 3.00
to 3.30 p.m. All these meetings are shown
on the plasma screens in the waiting area
and all the surgery windows.
You can contact the Patients Participation
Group on wmgpppg@gmail.com.
Barry Evans
Committee Member
West Malling Patient Participation Group

From the
Parish Registers
18th Aug Richard Adams
& Jodie Harding

St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
1st July Nevaeh White
8th July Nick Parkinson
22nd July Oliver Punyer
29th July Pearl Bradburn
12th Aug Willow Martinez
Funerals
9th July Michael McConnell
23rd July Margaret Gardner
7th Aug Tim Baldock
10th Aug Joan Wegrzyn
Weddings
11th Aug Patrick Williams
& Gemma Rowden

St Michael’s, Offham
Baptisms
5th Aug Eden Healey
Weddings
21st July Sean Chumbley
& Katharine Wallington
Admission of children to Communion
26 Aug Noah Casburn-Cowan
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Funerals
3rd July Michael Bedlow

Poetry Corner
Sing!
I believe our world can sing
for in its molten heart
crystal structures vibrate to sing
a God-given song, that welcomes our
earth’s living abundance.
It guides the birds
in their migration
and helps many
other species too.
Sing away our blessed earth,
sing out your song of love.
We thank you for the song you sing.
And for a world
of constant wonder,
- our very special you.
D.A & E.I. Goodchild
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green, Ninth Sunday after Trinity
St Michael’s and St Mary’s, 29th June 2018
Readings: 2 Kings 4.42-44 and John 6.1-14
I would like to try something a bit different
today. We’re going to do a bit of a verse-byverse Bible Study and look at this passage
from John’s Gospel almost line by line, and
see what we can learn as we do so.
Here’s a fact you may not know. The
feeding of the five thousand is the only
story, the only one, that appears in all four
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
Various gospels have various stories, some
are in one, or two, quite a few are in three…
but only one is in all four. This one.
As we pick up the story, some time has
passed and Jesus has made his way over to
the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, and,
as was becoming the usual way of things,
an enormous crowd is following him.
Why? Verse 2, because “they had seen the
signs he had done by healing sick people.”
Whether because they were sick, or because
this wasn’t something that happened
everyday, or they were enjoying this as
extraordinary entertainment, the crowds
were flocking.
We can work out that it’s the spring-time.
We’re told that the Passover festival is near.
Roughly speaking, it tends to be when
Easter takes place, and in verse 10, we’re
told there was a great deal of grass. In
Mark’s account of this story, he tells us that
the grass was green.
Now, most of the time, we wouldn’t notice
that grass is green. Of course, it’s green.
Grass is green in England. But right now, in
this heatwave, we might understand such a
detail a bit better. Grass is only green before
a hot summer sun and a prolonged dry spell

burns it yellow and brown. We’re being told
in Mark and in John, that it’s the Spring.
So, anyway, Jesus clearly spends time
teaching this large crowd and healing the
sick. The day is growing long and eventually
he asks Philip “where can we buy bread for
these people to eat?"
Now the Scripture says that Jesus asked
Philip to test him; a common practice
amongst Rabbis with their students. Give
them a challenge and see how they do, see
how they answer… see if they are learning.
But there is a practical side to Jesus’
question too.
In chapter 1 of John’s Gospel, we learn
Philip was from Bethsaida. Bethsaida wasn’t
far from where they were, so Jesus is asking
for some local knowledge too. He is saying
“Philip, you live around here. Where can
we find enough bread to feed these people.”
Where’s the nearest supermarket, Philip??”
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Of course, local knowledge or not, Philip
knows that there’s not enough money, or
enough resource to feed this many people.
Verse 7. In the original Greek text, Philip
says it would take 200 hundred denarii,
what our translators have converted into
‘more than half a year's pay!’ or
approximately eight months wages if you
want to do the sums.
But then Andrew speaks up. There’s a boy
here with five small loaves and two small
fish.
Some details we can notice here. John’s
Gospel is the only one that tells us it was a
boy who had brought his packed lunch.
Paedarion in Greek… from which we get
paediatrics, children’s medicine. It means a
youth or young slave and could be male or
female, although here, there’s a masculine
pronoun as well that tells us it was a boy.
Second thing is to notice that this was
barley bread… just as it was in the story
about Elijah we read from 2 Kings today.
Barley bread, barley loaves, was an
inexpensive bread eaten by the poorer
classes of society. The fish, opsaria, in Greek
- probably pickled or dry fish - and don’t
think that ‘loaves’ means five loaves of
Hovis! These are more like small cakes,
patties of bread really. A scone or a small
bun… something that a young lad would
whoof down quickly… with a couple of
fish… to sustain himself. It’s a poor boy’s
basic meal, nothing more elaborate or
abundant or nourishing than that.
So Jesus has the people sit on the green
grass and we are told 5,000 men are there.
So, quick trivia question, how many people
were fed at the feeding of the five thousand?
It sounds like a question on QI!

Megan McKenna, in her book Not Counting
Women and Children estimates that the ratio
of women and children to adult men would
have been about fve or six to one in Middle
Eastern Jewish Society 2,000 years ago. So,
on that basis, if it was 5,000 men present,
multiply that number by five or six and
we’ve most likely got 25,000 or 30,000
people eating that day on a hillside in
Galilee.
Of course, if women were present, Jesus’
miracle may have been getting some
significant help from those women. I can’t
imagine the mums didn’t think to plan
ahead, cook and prepare some lunches for
them and their children! I’m kidding.
So the people sit down, Jesus takes the little
bread cakes and he gives thanks. In Greek,
it says Jesus eucharistesas… he gave thanks,
from which (of course) we get the word
Eucharist for Holy Communion. A
Thanksgiving.
And there are certainly elements of what is
going on here that feels eucharistic in the
sense that we understand the term today.
Jesus gives thanks. Most likely praying a
prayer that many Jewish rabbis, many Jewish
families still use even today:
“Baruch atah, adonai eloheinu! Melech ha'olam,
ha’motzi lehem min ha'aretz” which, of course,
I’m sure you all know means “Blessed are
You, LORD our God, King of the universe,
who brings forth bread from the earth.”
In other words, Jesus does not bless the
food. He blesses God for the food. The
focus of his thankfulness is God and God
alone.
Verse 11. Jesus hands out the bread to those
who were seated. He gives them as much as
they wanted, it says “and he did the same
with the fish.”

23

In verse 12, when all have had enough, Jesus
asks his disciples to gather up what is left
and not to waste anything.
And the twelve disciples fill twelve baskets
with the pieces. The number twelve is
important here. It’s saying something
i mp o r t a n t a b o u t J e s u s , a b o u t h i s
Messiahship.
The people of Israel, God’s chosen and holy
people, were built around twelve tribes, the
twelve sons of Jacob. There were clearly
many more than twelve followers for Jesus.
We know of at least seventy-two from other
parts of the Gospels, possibly there was a
hundred or more. But in choosing twelve
leaders, twelve new ‘sons’ of Jacob to lead,
who are now filling twelve baskets with an
abundance of food, there is an important
declaration going on about who Jesus thinks
he is and what he thinks he has come to do.
He is reconstituting Israel, God’s chosen and
holy people, around himself. And, as he
does so, your birthright, your lineage, counts
for nothing.
He says himself in another passage that the
children of Abraham are those who do what
Abraham did, not those who happen to be
born to the right family.
Jew or Gentile, Male or Female, Slave or
Free. None of that matters in the Kingdom
Jesus is building. All that matters is whether
you will walk towards Jesus… embrace his
teachings, trust him and follow him. Or
whether you choose to walk away.
Certainly, there was a good few people in
that crowd on that particular day who
believed that Jesus was indeed “The Prophet
who is supposed to come into the world”.
In some strands of Jewish thought the
Messiah will be Elijah returned. Perhaps
those who were present remembered the
story of Elijah and the man from Baal
Shalishah which we read today and how
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Elijah fed a hundred men with a few barley
loaves.
Rabbi Isaac, writing in the 3rd century,
describes the Messiah as one who ‘just as
Moses, the former Redeemer caused Manna
to descend, [for the people of God to eat] so
the latter Redeemer will also cause Manna to
descend.”
But, verse 15, as Jesus recognises their intent
he withdraws to a mountain by himself
rather than engage in something he knows is
not God’s plan or will.
So what do we learn? What do we see in this
passage?
We see that our need for material provision
is important to Jesus. We see that, even in
the poverty of what we can offer, even if it’s
just a poor man’s meal, the Lord can take
what we can give, he can use it, he can
multiply it, and create an abundance from it.
We see a thankfulness… and a recognition in
Jesus (that ought also to be in us), for the
simple and basic necessities of life.
“Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the
Universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.”
We see someone who is declaring a
Kingdom and his own Kingship, for those
who have eyes and ears to see and hear what
he’s saying, and are prepared to follow,
prepared to trust, prepared to have faith.
And this Kingdom is not based on lineage
or your own credentials. Jesus throws open
the doors to anyone and everyone, Jew or
Gentile, Rich or Poor, and says “come, sit
down on the grass… let’s eat.”
Let us pray:
Gracious Father,
revive your Church in our day,
and make her holy, strong and faithful,
for your glory’s sake
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace available from good retailers.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
We’ve just experienced the hottest driest
summer that the majority of us can
remember; a truly glorious time to enjoy
and a summer that will be talked about
fondly for many a year. I’ve had some lovely
times spent with family and friends during
those balmy evenings this year. With a Gin
and Tonic in hand, we have put the world
to rights. It will live long in the memory.
What a stark contrast to what we
encountered in mid-Spring when the ‘Beast
from the East’ grabbed the country’s
weather with its icy fist. The swing in
temperature was 49° C from April at its
coldest to this July at it hottest!
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again. Who
would want to be a gardener!
In the middle of all this extreme weather
the garden has really been on the ropes.
Lawns especially, in the green and pleasant
land of England, were nowhere to be seen
this summer. Most looked like an oversized
sand-pit due to the straw colour.
Now previously I’ve said grass has the ability
to recover after a dry spell so there’s no
need to water it. But such a long, hot, dry
summer as the one we’ve just had will have
stressed your lawn to near breaking point.
Fear not! There is one task which will
invigorate your lawn and get it through the
winter and help it to look fantastic next
year.
That task is scarifying.
You’ll probably notice that after we get
some rain, the grass starts to turn green but,
there may be patches that don’t recover s

well. Those patches are thatch and must be
removed. If you don’t, weeds and moss will
take the thatched grass’ place.
If you’ve got a small lawn then using a good
strong grass rake. That will do the trick but
if you have anything bigger than half a
tennis court, you will require a mechanical
scarifier.
Don’t be scared to go hard on your lawn
when doing this job. Taking out as much
thatch as possible is the end goal, even if
this means a very bare lawn at the end of
this process.
After raking up and disposing of the thatch,
get your lawnmower out and give what’s left
a cut (not too low a setting) then throw
down some grass seed where you have any
bare patches. There will be a few!
If this task is done during September then
it’ll give the lawn time to recover before
winter arrives, and the seed will have time
to get some good growth.
If you are feeling super keen, there is
another task that will improve the health of
your lawn and that is ‘hollow tining’ or
‘forking the lawn’. It will help with drainage
but I don’t do this until Spring time.
Because it’s been so dry, the ground is now
rock-hard and trying to push a fork 15cm
into the ground is crazy! Although I love
gardening in all weathers, I’m not that mad!
So if September proves to be hot or even if
it is much cooler, remember to take the
time to enjoy your garden.
Adam McKay
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Calendar for Sundays
in September
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

