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From
David
Did you watch the Royal Wedding?
My family and I were grateful for an
invit ation from a member of our
congregation to join their Royal Wedding
party and watch with friends and family
around a big screen.
It was noticeable for many reasons but it
was certainly the first Royal Wedding I
experienced with my phone in my hand and
social media literally exploding. Clearly, we
were not the only ones tuning in.
As the watching people of the UK had their
chance to comment and ask questions via
social media in a way that has not been
possible with previous such events, I noticed
that, broadly, they were saying three things.
1. They were surprised by enthusiasm and
happiness in church.
2. Christianity was talking about quite nice,
good, useful stuff like love.
3. The secular world did not have a
monopoly on good ideas to bring about
positive change to the world.
The watching audience seemed to be
divided into those who had little experience
of church and did not expect it to be
interesting, intimate, joyful and moving,
and the churchgoing audience who were
looking at their non-church friends with
incredulity saying “Well, duh! What? Do
you think I go to church for the cold, hard
pews and to fall asleep out of boredom?”
What pleased me most was that the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex used the Church of
England’s Common Worship liturgy to get
married. It is the form of the service that is
used hundreds, if not thousands of times,

every week around the country in hundreds,
if not thousands of churches, when other
couples get married.
Unlike William and Kate (who opted for
the more traditional Book of Common Prayer),
the service was contemporary, intelligible
and clear, but also celebratory, joyful and
full of grace.
I’m not sure who is at fault when such
obvious ignorance of church is made clear.
It is my fault, the church’s fault, that the
watching world don’t know that this is what
we do, this is who we are? Clearly some of
the blame is ours.
Or is it the wider public’s fault? They’ve
bought into a stereotype seen in the media,
on soap operas, and novels, and failed to
actually bother to check out God and
church for themselves. Should they not be
responsible for the decision to make their
own minds up about what it is Christians
do, say and believe?
I can’t offer you a top-notch Gospel Choir,
or a genius teenage Cellist, or even an
enthusiastic Afro-American Bishop (see p.
22)! I can’t offer you that.
But if you want to find a community where
we worship and make music, celebrate all
that is good in life, consider ancient wisdom
and traditions and how they might help our
lives, support and help one another in
community, honour the best of modern life,
and seek a life and world beyond what we
see, seeking life in all its fulness and God as
God is to be found, then I can definitely
offer you that.
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From
Mark
Have you had that conversation yet?
You know the one that some asks you
about whether you saw the Royal Wedding
and THAT sermon.
For many the
excellent, surprising and different sermon
that Bishop Michael Curry gave at the
Royal Wedding was something of a talking
point. You might add for some it was
more of a talking point than the dress or
bridesmaids. For many people not used to
hearing someone preach in that way it was
a surprise. There were so many comments
over social media about how good the
sermon was and how the message of Love
and Christ came to the fore.
But what does it mean to us? Well, for one
thing it’s brought Christianity back into
the public square, and got people talking
about our faith.
So what does that mean for us? Well it
gives us an opportunity to speak about our
faith to others. The simple questions of
‘did you see the Royal Wedding?’ and
‘What did you think of that sermon?’
opens us up to the ability to tell of what
Jesus has done in our lives and the
opportunity that the Christian faith can
give to those who choose to follow.
During the past couple of family services
at St Gabriel’s we have focused on big
speeches that took place during the early
stages of the Church in Acts. More
recently, we have examined the speech
that Peter gave after the Holy Spirit came
on the day of Pentecost.

Pentecost was one of the moments that
the Church went from meeting behind
closed doors in to the public space and
filled by the Spirit, the whole thing went
global!
For us our faith has come back into the
public space and given us the opportunity
to speak about it again. So lets pray to be
filled with the Holy Spirit and take this
opportunity to tell others about the life
changing decision to follow Christ!
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com
If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News around the Cluster
Bishop James to lead Cluster Celebration
on Sunday the 24th of June
The five churches of our local Cluster will
be suspending normal services on Sunday
the 24th of June to take part in a joint
Cluster Service at 10.00 a.m. at St Gabriel’s,
Kings Hill, held at the Discovery School.
We are pleased to welcome Bishop James,
Bishop of Rochester to lead the service as a
Summer Celebration!
The service will take place outdoors
(weather permitting) and will include the
opportunity for children or adults to be
baptised by the Bishop by ‘full immersion’
and, for those old enough, Confirmed as
well.
Baptism by total immersion has always been
regarded as valid by the Church of England
but is rare in many churches because of the
practical difficulties. However, it does make
more clear the symbolism of baptism in
which the person being baptised is united
with Jesus Christ in his death as they go
down under the water and then in his
resurrection as they re-emerge.
If any adults or children able to answer for
themselves are considering being baptised,
this special Cluster Service represents a
great chance to fulfill that desire with
Bishop James on hand as a very special
guest to do the baptising and confirming.
The Archbishop of York has gained some
fame in recent years for carrying out such
baptisms on the Easter weekend each year
in York (see photo) and it’s great to be able
to of fer local people in our f ive

The Archbishop of York, John Sentamu, baptises by
full immersion a young woman on Easter weekend.

communities the chance to do likewise with
our own Bishop James.
Please speak to your local parish priest, Pat,
Mark or David, if you are interested in
being baptised and/or confirmed.

Offham to run an Alpha Course
In September this year, St Michael’s
Church, Offham is hoping to
put on an Alpha Course.
Primarily for people at St
Michael’s or in Offham
village, the course will also be open to
anyone from around the Cluster who wants
to take part.
Alpha is a series of discussion-based sessions
exploring the Christian faith. Each talk
looks at a different question around faith
and is designed to create a conversation.
Alpha is run all around the globe, and
everyone's welcome.
Alpha started at a church in London but it
has grown into something that is used and
known around the world. Running in over
6

100 countries and in over 100 languages,
over 24 million people have done the
course — whether in a café, church,
university, prison, or home. No two Alphas
look exactly the same, but generally they
have three key things in common: food, a
talk and good conversation!
We eat together (you don’t have to pay for
the meal) and then there’s a talk. The talks
are designed to engage and inspire
conversation. Usually around thirty minutes
long and delivered over about eleven weeks,
we will be using the official Alpha videos.
They explore the big issues around faith
and unpack the basics of Christianity,
addressing questions from Who is
Jesus? and How can we have faith? to Why
and how do I pray? and How does God
guide us?
Then you have the chance to share thoughts
and ideas on the topic, and discuss it in a
small group. There's no obligation to say
anything and there's nothing you can't say.
It's an opportunity to hear from others and
contribute your own perspective in an
honest, friendly and open environment.
Whether you feel you want to do a refresher
in the basics of Christian faith, or you’ve
never really looked at it but are interested to
consider the claims of Christianity in an
o p e n , e a s y e nv i r o n m e n t w i t h n o
expectations that you might attend church,
you’re welcome to come and take part.
Please email Stephen Betts
(stephen@ljbetts.com) or talk to Rev David
to let us know that you would like to take
part. contribute your own perspective in an
honest, friendly and open environment.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
On 20 May,
Southeastern
l a u n ch e d t h e i r
new
train
timetable.
Late trains, fewer
carriages, and
cancellations are
some of the many
reasons why
Southeastern have been making many
people’s journeys insufferable. I have
written to them many times about their
service, but they seem reluctant to fully
accept the impact these issues have on
our lives.
They have been suggesting that the new
timetable will allow ‘more services and
new journey opportunities for many
stations’, but this is certainly not the case
for everyone.
I met recently with David Statham,
Managing Director of Southeastern, to
voice many of your concerns. In
December, there will be a review of the
recent changes. I will try my best to
ensure that commuters get the service
they deserve. But to do this, I need to
know from you exactly where there are
problems and where it needs to change.
Please write to me and let me know how
the changes affect you at
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk and I
will ensure your feedback and concerns
are raised with Southeastern.
7

Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
If you are able to help, please contact the
Parish Council Clerk on 01732 870872 or
email clerk@westmallingpc.org.

West Malling War Memorial update
The work to restore the War Memorial
continues.
Since last month, donations now total
£3,683.19. We still need to find the
remaining £5,078.
We have applied to be part of the Tesco
Bags for Life scheme which, if accepted and
if we come out top in the voting locally,
could be worth £4,000 to the project. An
application has also been made to the War
Memorials Trust.
Locally, we’re pleased to be able to
announce that three local shops have agreed
to host Collecting Tins. If you visit the
Chocolate Umbrella, Down Swan Street or
Made in Malling in the Abbey Arcade, you
can make a donation there.
The Parish Council also hope to have a spot
at the next Farmer’s Market and will be
collecting there too.
Alternatively, you can make a donation
online via JustGiving by visiting http://
bit.ly/WMWarMem.

Important notice: Churchyard Parking
This coming Summer, the driveway that
runs past the Vicarage to the allotments will
be resurfaced.
Once the drive has been resurfaced, it will
no longer be possible to park cars on the
informal hard-standing, next to the
allotments and in the vicinity of the bins
and water tap. As part of the resurfacing,
the hard-standing will be removed and
replaced with soil and grass. Large rocks will
be placed at ground-level to mark the edge
of the drive and to prevent cars from
driving onto the grass.
Churchyard users, allotment holders, or
visitors to church continue to be welcome
and are invited to make use of the couple of
spaces next to the North Door Porch of the
church, or (if those spaces are already
occupied) please park on the High Street or
in nearby car parks.
Any questions should be directed to Rev
War Memorial garden maintenance
David, who will be happy to help on behalf
St Mary’s and the Parish Council are of the three home owners who share the
currently seeking a person (or a couple of responsibility for the drive.
people) who would be willing to maintain
Roger’s leaving gift
the War Memorial’s small garden.
The person who was doing it has had to Roger Overend’s final Sunday playing for us
sadly retire from the role. The job involves will be Sunday 17th June. You may like to
just a couple of hours on a regular basis to note the date in your diary. If you would
like to contribute to a leaving present for
keep it tidy, weed-free and looking nice.
Roger, please speak to Sue Chapple or Rev
If you have green fingers, a willing attitude
David.
and a couple of hours a month to keep the
Please see page 17 for a tribute to Roger.
garden tidy, we would love to hear from
you.
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Children’s Society collection boxes
The annual opening
of the Children’s
Society boxes will
take place on
Saturday 16th June,
10-11.30 am at Jill
Rutland’s house, 2 Diana Walk, Kings Hill.
Box-holders are welcome to bring their box
at that time and have a cup of tea or coffee
and cake while waiting for it to be emptied
and counted. If you can’t make that date
please contact me to arrange a time to drop
your box off, or when I can collect it.
Many thanks to all who have a box. If you
don’t have a box and would like one, please
contact Jill. Last year we collected a total of
over £450 – a significant contribution to
the work of the Society, which offers care,
respite, legal support and mentoring
schemes that help turn around the lives of
disadvantaged children and young people.
Its work is based on Christian values of
love, justice and forgiveness.
Jill Rutland (jill.rutland@hotmail.co.uk,
tel: 01732 843248)

Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
Last month we enjoyed
hearing about Kerry Green’s
job working as a counsellor in
school and hospital.
On 10th June in the Sunday service we are
looking forward to welcoming Mo Newman
as a member of our branch. She was
previously a member of another branch.
On 30th June we will be having a cake sale
on behalf of Away From It All, a charity
which enables carers to get a break from
routine. We start at 10 a.m.
Our next meeting will be a tour of St.
Benedict’s Centre at the Abbey on June
11th at 2.00 p.m.
All are welcome to any of our meetings.
Gail Crutchfield
Stewardship Sundays
Stewardship Sundays this year will take
place on Sundays June 3rd and June 10th.
If you are on the Electoral Roll, you’ll be
receiving a letter shortly with relevant
information and forms to assist you in your
giving to St Mary’s. Please do mark the
dates in the diary and come on either
Sunday to take part.

ROPE Quiz
The Baptist Church are holding their
annual charity quiz on Friday 15th June at
7.30 p.m. at Ryarsh Village Hall. St. Mary’s
has won this quiz a few times and they are
asking if we can put together a team for this
year. Please speak to Issy Macdonald or Rev
David if you’re interested in being part of a
church team.
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Village Service soon!
Preparations are under way for this year’s
14th Annual Village Service, which is to be
held at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday the 1st of July
with informal refreshments in the
churchyard after the service.
The Village Service is an annual celebration
of our village’s life and is open to all
residents of Offham and those connected
with village organisations, including those
working on the farms. This year’s theme
will be “Music for Offham”, featuring
contributions from local musicians and
singers, as well as Offham School.
Once again, the retiring collection at the
service will be shared between St Michael’s
Church and a local charity.

cake by kind permission of David and
Kathryn Frankling in their garden.
This is a ticketed event and further details
will be made available.

The Offham Village Hall Quiz will be on
Saturday, 16th June. Doors open at
7.00.pm for 7.30.pm start.
You can book as a team of eight, or just
book as individuals or couples and we can
allocate you to a team. Tickets are £10 per
person and include a fish and chip supper.
BYO drinks. The box office is now open
so please call Val on 01732 521708 or
email robinandvalerie@hotmail.com.

Offham Open House
The Ju ne Of f ham
Offham Methodist Church
Open House meeting
O u r “ Te a & C h a t ”
will be on Thursday
continues on the first
7th June when we will
Tu e s d ay o f t h e
hold a Coffee Morning
month – 5th June
and Quiz at Ann Frost’s house at Amberley
t h i s m o n t h . We
Lodge, Teston Road at 10.00 a.m.
meet in our hall from
The following month on Thursday, 5th July
2.00 til 4.00 p.m. The
we will be making a trip to Teapot Island,
following month it will be on 3rd July.
Yalding – which has the biggest collection
of Teapots in England! On arrival at the
Offham Society
Car Park we will make our way to Teapot
The Offham Society is
Island for Tea/Coffee before looking at the
celebrating 40 years
exhibition of teapots. The cost per head is
since its foundation
£5.00 payable in advance to Ann Frost,
and will be holding a
which will cover your entrance fee to the
40th Anniversar y
exhibition and refreshments. We will meet
Treasure Hunt and Tea on the afternoon of
on the green at 10.00 a.m. for departure at
Sunday 10th June at 2.30 p.m.
10.15 a.m. Car sharing is advised.
This is an activity for all the family in the
On Saturday, 2nd August for our Summer
centre of the village, followed by tea and
Event we are combining this with our
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charity event and we
will be holding a
“Bring Your Own
Picnic” for the Riding for the Disabled
Association (RDA). Ann Frost has been a
volunteer with the RDA for seventeen years
and is a qualified coach.
The RDA have been carrying out lifechanging activities for over 40 years. The
horses and ponies provide therapy,
achievement and enjoyment to people of all
age groups and, wherever possible, to
people with any disability all over the UK.
The RDA rely on voluntary help, donations
and legacies to deliver their services and any
donations would be greatly appreciated.
The “Bring Your Own Picnic” will be held
at Margaret Webb’s house, The Lodge, Park
Road, Addington and will start at 12.00
noon. If you are attending this event and
require a lift, please let Suzanne know to
enable us to arrange transport for you.

Malling Art Club
This month’s
Malling Art Club
meeting is on
Thursday, 28th June
from 7.45 to 10.00
p.m. in Offham Village Hall when Jean
Turton will demonstrate and talk about
Birds and flowers using Chinese brush
medium.
If you wish to come along and sample one
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club
please contact our membership secretary.
Details online at mallingartclub.co.uk
Also, make a note of the date of our Annual
Exhibition which will be from Saturday
25th to Monday 27th August in Platt
Memorial Hall.

The Churchyard wall
Our voluntary work on the St Michael’s
Churchyard Walls continue. St Michael’s
organist and retired Engineer Stewart Biggs,
along with his wife Sally, are only able to
make a couple of dates in June, but you’re
most welcome to come and give some time
to help repair and rebuild the Churchyard
wall.
You can join in on any of the following
dates, between 10 and 3 (weather allowing).
11th June or 13th June.
Full training and guidance given! Everyone
is welcome, regardless of whether you come
to church or not. Come and build a lasting
legacy for our village!
Are you organised and like a challenge?
With only one Churchwarden this year, St
Michael’s PCC have discussed how we
could help alleviate the workload for
Stephen, the one Churchwarden we do
have this year.
One task we identified is that we need
someone organised and efficient to carry
out an overhaul of the church’s “Log Book
and Terrier”; an official collection of
documents that describe the fittings and
fabric of the church, gather fire safety
certificates and other key documents into
one, organised, efficient place.
If you have some time on your hands, and
would like to contribute in a way that can
be done in your own time and at home, and
you’re organised, please chat to Stephen or
Rev David to ask about helping.
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
First cohort of children admitted to
Holy Communion before
confirmation
Pentecost Sunday 2018 was a special
day in the life of St Gabriel’s as we
admitted our first ever group of
children to Holy Communion prior to
Confirmation.
Across the Cluster six children (five
from St Gabriel’s, one from Offham)
were prepared with their parents over
the last few weeks, and with the Bishop
of Rochester’s approval, on Sunday
May 20th they took their First
Communion as the church celebrated
together.
Receiving certificates to mark the occasion
it was a very special moment for all
involved. If you have a child who wishes to
explore receiving communion before
confirmation please do get in touch and
we can look to include them in the next
group. Alternatively there will be
Confirmation classes starting ahead of the
Deanery Confirmation Service with the
new Bishop of Tonbridge later this year on
the 7th October.

Some of the children stand with Rev Mark
ready to be admitted to Holy Communion

A new Visual Identity for St Gabriel’s
On Pentecost Sunday, St Gabriel’s also
launched a new visual image for the
church, including a new logo which will
become part of their public profile in the
Kings Hill community for year to come.

Designed by one of the members of the
church, the logo uses the wings of an angel
and a new font-face to form the design.
(Ed. Perhaps it’s just Pentecost Sunday, but
I see the flames of Pentecost too).

14

1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
15

Cluster Youth Group

Next dates:
14th June and 12th July
Second Thursday of every month 6.30pm-8pm.
Food, Fun and Faith
For all in school Year 7 upwards

TRIO
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6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
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£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact Phil Coupland
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

16

Thank you
Roger Overend!
I had been the Minister
in these parishes for
about two years when
Audrey, our previous
O rg a n i st w h o h a d
served here in a long
and distinguished career
for some 20 years, decided the time had
come for her to retire. Inevitably, for an
inexperienced rookie Vicar, and for one
with almost zero musical ability of his own,
it was quite a panic to work out what we
might do next.
Roger Overend had first played at St Mary’s
when he accompanied the the University of
London Chamber Choir’s wonderful
concert in 2012. He was gracious and kind
enough to this discombobulated Vicar to
stand-in that Summer in 2013 after Audrey
retired and to do a short stint while we
worked out our long-term plan.
The short stint just kind of carried on. A
couple of months became a year, and then
following the sad death of Gavin Williams
(who also often played for us during that
time), Roger was gracious to keep going and
do more, and play for all of our services that
didn’t make use of the worship group. In
other words, pretty much all of them.
Morning Prayer and Holy Communion on
Sundays, Weddings and Funerals. Roger
was ready, willing and able. Often putting
himself out at some inconvenience to
himself and his family for the sake of a
wedding couple, a funeral family or simply
the church.
This month, Roger retires from his role at
Kings School, Rochester and will be moving
17

with his family to West Sussex to better
offer support and care to his father-in-law.
Sadly, this means that we will also lose him
here at St Mary’s after five years of
exemplary service.
As we prepare to say goodbye, it is good to
re m i n d o u r s e l ve s , w i t h e n o r m o u s
thankfulness, of all Roger has brought to
our community.
He has always been unflappable, reliable
and enthusiastic. He’s been great company.
He’s also offered us considerable grace and
understanding and covered over a variety of
problems and cracks when the Vicar has
been less useful that he might have been.
As a church, we have got used to the fact,
and it almost goes without saying, that
Roger’s musical ability is of the highest
quality, but we ought not to overlook just
how good he is! Not all congregations are so
fortunate to have such a capable, talented
organist with the ability to make our
wonderful old organ really sing and the
encouraging, positive attitude he has
brought to supporting and growing choir.
He will be very hard to replace and it’s only
right that we pay glowing and thankful
tribute here. Thank you Roger! You have
been a pleasure to work with and a joy to
hear play.
Rev David Green
Note:
Rev David and PCC have recently agreed all
the paperwork to try and recruit Roger’s
successor and, in the short-term, Richard
Hall has kindly agreed to cover services over
the Summer.
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From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
20th May Parker Adams
27th May Noah Bell
Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child
13th May Hazel Ransom
Funerals
9th May Emily Carr
16th May Barry Brooker
Interment of Ashes
11th May Sylvia Edkins

St Michael’s, Offham
Baptisms
6th May Phillippa Fisher
Funerals
9th May Barry Oliver
15th May Reg Crook
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Baptisms
6th May Mia Lisauskas
6th May Tia Lisauskas
6th May Harvey Lisauskas

Poetry Corner
Infinite Love
If time is infinite,
and events during it happen
— even rarely
then events also
are infinite in number.
We know that events do happen
because we are one of them
and we live them.
If events then also, are infinite
then is it possible
that great wonder will occur
along the way?
The establishment of a great
and beautiful intellect
encompassing all knowledge of
events, construct and possibility.
D.A & E.I. Goodchild
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Knowing Love
Could we call that perfection
since anything else
would be flawed.
In eternity,
perfection alone will do.
It has the ability
to know the requirements
and to be them.
D.A & E.I. Goodchild
Our God is Love
May God forgive me
for trying to know.
D.A & E.I. Goodchild

If you contact one of these businesses, please tell them you saw their advert in Trio!
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Sermon of the month
Rt Rev Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop, Episcopal Church of the USA.
St George’s Chapel, Windsor, 19th May 2018
for the marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle
Readings: Song of Solomon 8.6-7a, 1 John 4.7-12
And now in the name of our loving,
liberating and life-giving God, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Amen.
From the Song of Solomon in the Bible:
“Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal
upon your arm; for love is strong as death,
passion fierce as the grave. Its flashes are
flashes of fire, a raging flame. Many waters
cannot quench love, neither can floods
drown it.”
The late Dr Martin Luther King Jr once
said, and I quote: "We must discover the
power of love, the redemptive power of love.
And when we do that, we will make of this
old world a new world, for love is the only
way."
There's power in love. Don't underestimate
it. Don't even over-sentimentalize it. There's
power, power in love.
If you don't believe me, think about a time
when you first fell in love. The whole world
seemed to centre around you and your
beloved.
Oh there's power, power in love. Not just in
its romantic forms, but any form, any shape
of love. There's a certain sense in which
when you are loved, and you know it, when
someone cares for you, and you know it,
when you love and you show it - it actually
feels right.
There is something right about it. And
there's a reason for it. The reason has to do
with the source. We were made by a power
of love, and our lives were meant - and are
meant - to be lived in that love. That's why
we are here.

Ultimately, the source of love is God
himself: the source of all of our lives.
There's an old medieval poem that says:
“Where true love is found, God himself is
there.”
The New Testament says it this way:
“Beloved, let us love one another, because
love is of God, and those who love are born
of God and know God. Those who do not
love do not know God. Why? For God is
love.”
There's power in love. There's power in love
to help and heal when nothing else can.
There's power in love to lift up and liberate
when nothing else will.
There's power in love to show us the way to
live.
“Set me as a seal on your heart... a seal on
your arm, for love is as strong as death.”

22

But love is not only about a young couple.
Now the power of love is demonstrated by
the fact that we're all here. Two young
people fell in love, and we all showed up.
But it's not just for and about a young
couple, who we rejoice with. It's more than
that.
Jesus of Nazareth on one occasion was
asked by a lawyer to sum up the essence of
the teachings of Moses, and he went back
and he reached back into the Hebrew
scriptures, to Deuteronomy and Leviticus,
and Jesus said: “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, all your soul,
all your mind and all your strength. This is
the first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: Love your neighbor as
yourself.”
And then in Matthew's version, he added,
he said: “On these two, love of God and
love of neighbor, hang all the law, all the
prophets, everything that Moses wrote,
everything in the holy prophets, everything
in the scriptures, everything that God has
been trying to tell the world ... love God,
love your neighbors, and while you're at it,
love yourself.”
Someone once said that Jesus began the
most revolutionary movement in human
history.
A movement grounded in the
unconditional love of God for the world and a movement mandating people to live
that love, and in so doing to change not
only their lives but the very life of the world
itself.
I'm talking about power. Real power. Power
to change the world.
If you don't believe me, well, there were
some old slaves in America's Antebellum
South who explained the dynamic power of
love and why it has the power to transform.

They explained it this way. They sang a
spiritual, even in the midst of their
captivity. It's one that says “There is a balm
in Gilead…” a healing balm, something that
can make things right.
“There is a balm in Gilead to make the
wounded whole, there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.”
And one of the stanzas actually explains
why. They said: “If you cannot preach like
Peter, and you cannot pray like Paul, you
just tell the love of Jesus, how he died to
save us all.”
Oh, that's the balm in Gilead! This way of
love, it is the way of life. They got it. He
died to save us all.
He didn't die for anything he could get out
of it. Jesus did not get an honorary
doctorate for dying. He didn't... he wasn't
getting anything out of it. He gave up his
life, he sacrificed his life, for the good of
others, for the good of the other, for the
wellbeing of the world... for us.
That's what love is. Love is not selfish and
self-centered. Love can be sacrificial, and in
so doing, becomes redemptive. And that
way of unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive love
changes lives, and it can change this world.
If you don't believe me, just stop and
imagine. Think and imagine a world where
love is the way.
Imagine our homes and families where love
is the way. Imagine neighbourhoods and
communities where love is the way.
Imagine governments and nations where
love is the way. Imagine business and
commerce where this love is the way.
Imagine this tired old world where love is
the way. When love is the way - unselfish,
sacrificial, redemptive.

23

When love is the way, then no child will go
to bed hungry in this world ever again.
When love is the way, we will let justice roll
down like a mighty stream and righteousness
like an ever-flowing brook.
When love is the way, poverty will become
history. When love is the way, the earth will
be a sanctuary.
When love is the way, we will lay down our
swords and shields, down by the riverside, to
study war no more.
When love is the way, there's plenty good
room - plenty good room - for all of God's
children.
Because when love is the way, we actually
treat each other, well... like we are actually
family.
When love is the way, we know that God is
the source of us all, and we are brothers and
sisters, children of God.
My brothers and sisters, that's a new heaven,
a new earth, a new world, a new human
family.
And let me tell you something, old Solomon
was right in the Old Testament: that's fire.
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin - and with this I
will sit down, we gotta get you all married French Jesuit Pierre Teilhard de Chardin was
arguably one of the great minds, great spirits
of the 20th century. Jesuit, Roman Catholic
priest, scientist, a scholar, a mystic.
In some of his writings, he said, from his
scientific background as well as his
theological one, in some of his writings he
said - as others have - that the discovery, or
invention, or harnessing of fire was one of
the great scientific and technological
discoveries in all of human history.
Fire to a great extent made human
civilization possible. Fire made it possible to
cook food and to provide sanitary ways of
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eating which reduced the spread of disease
in its time.
Fire made it possible to heat warm
environments and thereby made human
migration around the world a possibility,
even into colder climates.
Fire made it possible - there was no Bronze
Age without fire, no Iron Age without fire,
no Industrial Revolution without fire.
The advances of fire and technology are
greatly dependent on the human ability and
capacity to take fire and use it for human
good.
Anybody get here in a car today? An
automobile? Nod your heads if you did - I
know there were some carriages. But those
of us who came in cars, fire - the controlled,
harnessed fire - made that possible.
I know that the Bible says, and I believe it,
that Jesus walked on the water. But I have to
tell you, I did not walk across the Atlantic
Ocean to get here.
Controlled fire in that plane got me here.
Fire makes it possible for us to text and tweet
and email and Instagram and Facebook and
socially be dysfunctional with each other!
Fire makes all of that possible, and de
Chardin said fire was one of the greatest
discoveries in all of human history.
And he then went on to say that if humanity
ever harnesses the energy of fire again, if
humanity ever captures the energy of love - it
will be the second time in history that we
have discovered fire.
Dr King was right: we must discover love the redemptive power of love. And when we
do that, we will make of this old world, a
new world.
My brother, my sister, God love you, God
bless you, and may God hold us all in those
almighty hands of love. Amen.

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace available from good retailers.
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
Summer officially starts now that June has
arrived with its seemingly never ending
days. At the summer solstice, 21st June, the
sun rises at 4.43 a.m. and sets at 9.21 p.m.
but dusk carries the light well past 10
o’clock. This really is a wonderful time to
be outdoors. My wife and I love to fire up
the barbeque when we get home and enjoy
al fresco dining.
The health benefits of being outside are
plenty, from breathing in the fresh air
(unlike that stuffy office), the vitamin D
that the sun provides (just make sure you
are protected with sunscreen) or the fact
that we all tend to exercise a bit more when
the weather is warmer, be it a stroll to the
shops or a game of cricket with kids.
Summer really does give us the feel good
factor!
Does your garden? Is this a time you dread
going out into it? Does it feel like you need
to mow the grass every other day? Or weeds
multiply hourly?
Well, I have a saying: “You don’t notice
weeds when blooms are a plenty.” In other
words if your borders are full of flowers the
odd weed is insignificant, in fact the more
you have in the border the less space there
is for weeds to colonise!
The best way to cover your soil is with
ground cover plants. There are plenty to
choose from but, my favourites are Cranes
bill (Geranium), Elephant’s ears (Begenia),
Cat mint (Nepeta), & Lungwor t
(Pulmonaria). These are cheap and will
quickly cover clear soil.
When it comes to the lawn at this time

of year you may well have to cut it twice a
week, don’t just cut it lower to save getting
out the mower a second time as it will stress
it out and encourage weeds into it. Rain at
this time of year means strong growth,
especially grass: mowing little and often is
best.
If you haven’t got your bedding plants in
the ground, hanging baskets or containers
because you’ve been too busy or the weather
has been indifferent, don’t worry as you will
still get a good display even if you do this at
the end of the month. There will be limited
choice but you should get a bargain.
Remember to use good compost, water
retaining crystals and deadhead the lot
when you plant.
If you have any topiary, this is the month to
re-shape it: try to trim it on a dull day (it’s
England so, there will be quite a few to
choose from!) This will stop the freshly cut
leaves from scorching in the strong
sunshine.
This really is a time when we do spend
more time outside and if you have done the
work in the spring then you will reap the
rewards now by enjoying your garden to the
fullest. And if you haven’t? Well, you have
until 10pm to do what you can!
Adam McKay
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Calendar for
Sundays in June
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

