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From
David
I’ve never entirely understood why the
Church of England asks its parishes to
conduct Annual Meeting business by the
end of April. I understand it in regard to
financial and tax years, but when April
tends to be also the season of Holy Week
and Easter, it does all feel like alot comes at
once.
However, one thing that it does give me
opportunity to do this month is pay tribute
to community-minded individuals who give
freely of their time and their skills for the
benefit of us all.
For my column today, I would like to pay
tribute to everyone who serves on our local
civic Parish Council, the Borough Council
and also our County Councillors and the
teams that work with them. In a church
context, I’d also like to thank and pay
tribute to our Churchwardens, the Parochial
Church Council, our Treasurers and PCC
Secretaries.
I imagine that many of us instantly think of
caricatures like the Vicar of Dibley’s PCC,
or of overly-officious busy-bodies who like
nothing more than a ‘point of order’ to get
their blood pumping!
I think most people know such councils are
rarely glamorous, and when people are
paying attention, it’s usually because they
are not happy about one decision or
another. You either get ignored, or you get
shouted at. It’s not really much of an
enticing job description is it? Especially
when you’re doing it all as a volunteer and
not being paid.

Yet the reality is that without such willing,
talented people, nothing much would ever
get done. In a civic context, rubbish would
pile up, grass wouldn’t be cut, street lights
would go out, concerns and complaints
wouldn’t be dealt with. For the church, we
need such people to manage the money,
handle safeguarding, ensure the building is
warm (well, as warm as we can make it),
manage the churchyards and more besides.
I know that most people would rather come
home from work, open a bottle of
something suitable, binge-watch something
on Netflix or listen to a wonderful music
recording, play with the kids, read a book or
have time to themselves in quiet, sweet
solitude. I doubt many people like the
prospect of sitting in a village hall or cold
church at 10 o’clock at night dealing with
‘any other business’.
So please give thanks, show respect and
appreciation and honour to those who give
freely of their time and skills to keep the
show on the road. We would quickly notice
their absence if they didn’t do what they do.
And if you’re wanting to make a
contribution, why not consider getting
involved? Decisions are made by those who
turn up and get stuck in.
In biblical times, those who ‘sat in the city
gates’ were honoured elders of their
communities; people who gave time and
energy and experience to debate and decide
key issues for each community. Our local
communities still need such people today.
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From
Mark
It was a moment that no-one has ever
forgotten. A moment that has been talked
about for generations, and the story passed
on down through the years. A day that as a
church we celebrate annually to remember
where we came from and why we sit
together on a Sunday.
The Day of Pentecost was like no other, the
out pouring of the Holy Spirit on the
disciples, the preaching in many different
languages, and the sending out of the
Christian message across the globe.
For us the Day of Pentecost is one of joy
and celebration as we remember the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on that first
day and pray for it again.
At St Gabriel’s and other churches across
the Cluster, Pentecost will be a celebration
as we welcome our first children to Holy
Communion before Confirmation. This
special moment in the life of the church
returns us to a moment of the first church,
where children and adults would have
shared bread and wine together as a family.
For some admission to Holy Communion
before Confirmation may be a challenge,
and something that we are not sure about.
Children were integral to the life of the
early church and there is no evidence that
they wouldn’t have taken what we now
know as the Eucharist.
Jackie Cray in her book writes that in the
early church “Children are present with the
adults at the main worship events and the
children are welcomed, received and
attended to as participants.”
I am sure this moment will be special in

the life of the church and especially for the
children.
Pentecost Sunday also marks the end of the
international wave of prayer, through the
e c u m e n i c a l ‘ T hy K i n g d o m C o m e ’
movement. Christians across the world are
called to pray from Ascension to Pentecost,
specifically for five friends to come to know
Christ. There will be many prayer resources
available at our sharing table each week at
St Gabriel’s as well as the opportunity to
join in with the Deanery Ascension Day
service (see p.16) and various ‘Thy Kingdom
Come’ events across the Malling Deanery
and Churches together.
So who will you be praying for?
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com

News around the Cluster
Bishop James to lead Cluster Celebration
on Sunday the 24th of June
The five churches of our local Cluster will
be suspending normal services on Sunday
the 24th of June to take part in a joint
Cluster Service at 10.00 a.m. at St Gabriel’s,
Kings Hill, held at the Discovery School.
We are pleased to welcome Bishop James,
Bishop of Rochester to lead the service as a
Summer Celebration!
The service will take place outdoors
(weather permitting) and will include the
opportunity for children or adults to be
baptised by the Bishop by ‘full immersion’.
Baptism by total immersion has always been
regarded as valid by the Church of England
but is rare in many churches because of the
practical difficulties. However, it does make
more clear the symbolism of baptism in
which the person being baptised is united
with Jesus Christ in his death as they go
down under the water and then in his
resurrection as they re-emerge.
While details are currently being worked
out, there is also the possibility that the
service will include a special licensing
ceremony for Rev Mark Montgomery to the
new ‘Bishop’s Mission Order’ that was
established for Kings Hill in 2017 and
represents the next stage in that church
community’s development and growth
towards a full-blown parish church.
If any adults or children able to answer for
themselves are considering being baptised,
this special Cluster Service represents a
great chance to fulfill that desire with

The Archbishop of York, John Sentamu, baptises by
full immersion a young woman on Easter weekend.

Bishop James on hand as a very special
guest to do the baptising.
The Archbishop of York has gained some
fame in recent years for carrying out such
baptisms on the Easter weekend each year
in York (see photo) and it’s great to be able
to of fer local people in our f ive
communities the chance to do likewise with
our own Bishop James.
Please speak to your local parish priest, Pat,
Mark or David, if you are interested in
being baptised.

New Bishop of Tonbridge announced
The Diocese of Rochester
announced last month
that the new Bishop of
Tonbridge will be Ven.
Simon Burton-Jones,
currently the Archdeacon
of Rochester (photo right).
Following the retirement
of Brian Castle in 2015, the Diocese has
been short of episcopal support for Bishop
James, the Bishop of Rochester. However,
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Simon will not only be able to compliment
Bishop James but because he has been local
in his previous ministry, he brings a wealth
of experience in this part of Kent as well.
Simon studied law and worked as a
researcher and political campaigner before
ordination. He trained for the priesthood at
St John’s College, Nottingham, and served
parishes in East Lancashire and in this
diocese before becoming Archdeacon of
Rochester in 2010.
Simon is married to Julia and they have two
grown-up children. Although the previous
Bishop of Tonbridge’s residence was in
Tonbridge, that house has been sold and a
new home purchased in our Cluster on
Kings Hill! When he’s not busy in ministry,
we may see Simon and Julia in our local
churches.
Away from the church, Simon is a wellknown culture vulture and often quotes
pop-culture in his sermons. He says he
enjoys contemporar y literature,
independent cinema, the music of U2 and
The Simpsons on television!

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
With so much
going on recently,
both in our local
community and
Parliament, I
thought I would
provide you with a
brief update.
In Parliament, my
wo rk w i t h t h e
Foreign Affairs Committee keeps me very
busy. Most recently, I have spoken at
length about the recent incident in
Salisbur y regarding the Skripals.
However, my work as Chair involves
much more, and I have also conducted,
and continue to conduct, enquiries on
many other issues.
My work with the Committee does not
mean that my work for our local
community gets overshadowed or
forgotten. I have recently met with a
number of people about local issues that
are important to us all, including the
Ryarsh Protection Group and the Chief
Executive of Openreach, Clive Selley.
When I am not meeting with national
agencies I am often meeting with
constituents, either at surgeries or when I
visit local businesses and groups.
If there is ever something that you would
like me to raise in Parliament, or would
like to meet, then please do let me know.
I’m here to serve our country, our
community and you.
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Who’s taking you to the

airport? Call now...
07763 677773

Now taking all major
credit/debit cards

01732 222224
info@jandlcars.co.uk

@

JandLCars

www.jandlcars.co.uk

Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting
took place on the 29th April as part of the
Sunday morning act of worship, and was
once again fairly well attended.
John Musker and Clare Innes were
re-elected as churchwardens, their
second straight year as a team. Both
John and Clare were thanked for
their leadership over the past year
and support for Rev David. Jill
Rutland was re-elected to serve on
PCC but with Leo Sharp, Justine
Rhys and David Day stepping down,
a handful of vacancies now exist. If
anyone is interested in helping in
this way, please speak to Rev David.

West Malling War Memorial update
The work to restore the War Memorial has
really ramped up this last month.
We’ve been able to ascertain the last details
for the work
required and
confirm that we
need to raise
£8,672. This is a
small amount that
previously quoted
as we’ve also been
able to confirm
that the Parish
Council will be
able to reclaim
the VAT on the
work carried out
through
a
Government
scheme for memorials. Good news.
Local newspapers have also been along to
take photos and will be carrying the story in
coming days. Donations continue to drop
through the door and online via the
JustGiving website.
Donations (online and offline) now total
£1,901.19. We still need to find the
remaining £6,860.
If you would like to make a donation
towards the costs, please send a cheque
made payable to “West Malling PCC” to
The Vicarage, 138 High Street, West
Malling, ME19 6NE. Please make it clear
that you are making a donation to the War
Memorial Repairs. Alternatively, you can
make a donation online by visiting http://
bit.ly/WMWarMem.

The Electoral Roll was declared at
97, a rise on the previous year.
Instead of a sermon, David Green
spoke about the challenges ahead of us
including our hopes to improve facilities,
a dwindling average attendance and
financial challenges in the year ahead.
David also noted that our organist and
Director of Music, Roger Overend, retires
this Summer and we face a big challenge
in seeking a suitable replacement.
A copy of the full written Annual Report
and church’s accounts is displayed for
inspection in the church porch. Individual
copies can also be collected from church to
take away and scrutinise.
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Christian Aid Collection in May
On the 18th and 19th of May, volunteers
will be on the High Street outside Tesco
collecting for Christian Aid. If you would
like to help gather funds for this worthy
cause, please do get in touch with Deb
Sutch via email: debsutch@btinternet.com.
There will also be a chance to contribute at
church that Sunday via a retiring collection.

Family Exhibition of Paintings
Jane Guthrie, Lucy and Thomas Best-Shaw
are showing paintings at Belmont, 104 High
Street, West Malling on all Saturdays,
Sundays and Bank Holidays during May
(5th to the 28th, 11 a.m. till 4 p.m.)
There’s a 10% donation on all sales made
which will go to Brain Tumour and
Leukaemia Research. Last year, the family
were able to donate over £500! Apologies
for the typo last month that suggested they
had raised £5,000!

Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
Our meeting next month
will be held in Church on
Monday 14th May at 2pm
when we will be welcoming
one of our members, Kerry
Green, who will be speaking
about her work as a Counsellor.
This will be followed by tea and cake. All
are welcome to come to this meeting.
Gail Crutchfield

Roger Overend
Our organist, Roger Overend, retires from
his role with Kings School, Rochester this
Summer and will be moving with his family
to West Sussex. As a result, sadly, he will be
resigning his position as our Organist and
Director of Music here at St Mary’s.
Rev David is working with the PCC and
Choir to formulate a plan for the music and
sung worship of our church going forward,
and you’ll hear more about that in days to
come.
Roger’s final Sunday playing for us will be
Ladies Meal, 16th May
Sunday 17th June. You may like to note the
The next Ladies Meal is to be held on the date in your diary. If you would like to
16th May at Becky Clifford’s house. A contribute to a leaving present for Roger,
takeaway Chinese from the Imperial please speak to Sue Chapple or Rev David.
Dynasty will be ordered at an approximate
cost of £10 per head.. Bring your own Churchyard maintenance team
drinks! Meeting at 7 for a 7.30 delivery. If you have a family member buried at St
Sign up sheet at the back or speak to Mary’s, you may like to come out once a
Gemma Coupland. Becky's address to be month on the first Saturday morning of the
notified on sign up, but central West m o n t h a t 10 a . m . fo r a n h o u r ’ s
Malling location.
volunteering.
Gemma Coupland We try to do some of those jobs (small and
large) that are beyond the reach of the
council’s grass cutting crew.
Good exercise, good company and help to
make the churchyard even more lovely!
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Easter at St Michael’s
There was once again a good attendance to
greet the dawn on Easter Morning at St
Michael’s, with around 50 people
assembling at 6.45 a.m. around a blazing
log fire to conduct the first act of worship
for Easter Sunday. This year we had to
imagine the sun, which was hidden behind
clouds on the horizon!
After the short service, a breakfast of hot
sausages, tea and coffee was served in the
warmth of the nearby Jabez Barn, with
thanks to Stephen and Anne Betts for their
hospitality.
The main service on Easter Sunday took
place at 9.15 a.m. and was led by Rev David.
The Paschal Candle was lit to start the
service and greet the good news of Jesus’
resurrection and the church community
were out in force to celebrate the central
message of the Christian faith.
Our thanks also to the flower arranging
team, amongst whom Chrissie Jenkins,
Eileen Rowe, Kathryn Frankling, Nicola
Macrkill, Alison Philip, Irene Bird,
Caroline Slate, Lyn Nelson did a fabulous
job of decorating the church for the big day.

year. Hamish Urquart and Sarah HalesMarshall and Mike were elected to serve as
PCC members in the coming year, filling
three vacancies that previously existed.

The Electoral Roll was declared at 56,
once again having risen from the previous
year. Instead of a sermon, David Green
gave a report on a successful year for St
Michael’s with increasing attendances at
services, the Quinquennial Repairs had
been completed successfully. Donations
had also enabled us to obtain a anew
digital organ that had been well received
and enhanced our worship. Thanks were
expressed to our organist, Stewart Biggs
and his wife, Sally for their leadership in
sung worship. The Sunday School
continues to meet monthly as part of our
services.
A copy of the full written Annual Report
and church’s accounts is displayed for
inspection in the church porch
Offham Methodist Church
Our “Tea & Chat” continues on the first
Tuesday of the month – 1st
May meeting in our
hall from 2.00 til 4.00
p.m. You are invited to
come and join us, to
meet old friends and may
be some new ones over a
cup of tea. The following month the event
is on 5th June.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting
took place on the 22nd April was
incorporated into an act of Morning
Worship, and was once again well attended.
Stephen Betts was re-elected as
churchwarden but St Michael’s has a
vacancy for a second Churchwarden after
Mike Rowe stood down, having covered the The Offham Village Hall Quiz will be on
last twelve months.
They were both Saturday, 16th June. Doors open at
thanked for their leadership over the past 7.00.pm for 7.30.pm start.
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You can book as a
team of eight, or just
book as individuals
or couples and we can allocate you to a
team. Tickets are £10 per person and
include a fish and chip supper. BYO
drinks. The box office is now open so
please call Val on 01732 521708 or email
robinandvalerie@hotmail.com.

Malling Art Club
This month’s Malling
Art Club meeting is
on Thursday, 31st
May from 7.45 to 10.00
pm in Offham Village Hall when Carole
Massey will demonstrate and talk about
Dancers using Mixed media.
If you wish to come along and sample one
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
Offham Open House will be held on 3rd
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club
May there will be a trip to St Vincent’s,
please contact our membership secretaryAddington, which
details on the club website at
is a Grade II listed
mallingartclub.co.uk
Georgian House,
Also, make a note of the date of our Annual
built by Admiral
Exhibition which will be from Saturday
William Parr y
25th to Monday 27th August in Platt
(1705-1779). We will
meet on the green at 9.45 a.m. for Memorial Hall.
departure at 10.00 a.m. If you are planning The Churchyard wall
to attend this month’s meeting, we need to
The St Michael’s Churchyard Work Day
know in advance, so as to enable us to car
took place on the 28th of April with a
share and provide lifts to those who need it.
number of people coming out to clear
The following month on 7th June 2018 we v e g e t a t i o n ( s e e
have a Coffee morning and Quiz at 10.00 photo) ahead of this
a.m. at Ann Frost’s house, Amberley Lodge, year’s efforts, led by
Teston Road.
St Michael’s organist
and retired Engineer
Offham Society AGM
Stewart Biggs, along
was a great success with
with his wife Sally, to
about 70 attending.
repair and rebuild
The business of the
the Churchyard wall.
AGM was followed by a fascinating talk by
Rev Jim Brown who recounted his life You can join in on
experiences, from a career in the any of the following
Metropolitan Police and then on to being dates, between 10 and 3 (weather allowing).
1st, 2nd, 8th, 9th, 22nd, 23rd, 29th
an ordained priest in the Anglican church.
and 30th of May, 12th and 13th of
The next date on the Society’s calendar of
June.
events is running the Bottle Stall at May
Day and we would welcome donations of Full training and guidance given! Everyone
bottles to add to the stock on the stall. is welcome, regardless of whether you come
Please hand them to any member of the to church or not. Come and build a lasting
legacy for our village!
committee.
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
St Gabriel’s Annual Meeting
Titled as the ‘Volunteer Service’, St
Gabriel’s held their annual meeting
on Sunday 29th April.
Because St Gabriel’s isn’t (yet) a parish
in its own right, it doesn’t have to
hold elections in the same way.
However, Sharon Williams and Jennie
Glynne were appointed to the
Ministry Leadership Team to serve
alongside existing members, St
Gabriel’s finances were published and
The recent ‘Cheese and Wine’ Ladies Event
scrutinised and Rev Mark was able to
on Kings Hill
talk about the exciting plans for Kings
Hill in the future including a
Our ladies 'Cheese and Wine' event in
proposed church building.
April went very well indeed (even if Rev
Mark did have to hide upstairs to keep out Big Church Day Out!
of the way!). All the ladies who attended 26-27 May 2018
had a lovely time, as you can see by the
If you are interested in
photo. Plans are already a foot for the next
joining a St Gabriel's
evening.
group at the Big Church
Not to be outdone, the men’s group met Day Out for either the
for a curry! If you’re interested in future whole weekend or a day, a few of us will be
events, please do speak with Rev Mark to going and you are most welcome to join
find out more information and get your us.
name on the list.
“BCDO” takes place at Steyning in West
April also saw preparations begin for the Sussex. Gates open for camping on Friday
first cohort of children from around the 25th May at 12 noon.
Cluster who will be admitted to Holy
We will be buying tickets at a group
Communion prior to Confirmation at
discount price, and payment is taken one
Pentecost. Parents and children met with
week before event. If you need a tent or
Rev Mark to begin learning and a second
camping gear, please do ask.
session takes place in early May.
Sharon Williams
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1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
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Deanery Ascension Day Service
All Saints Church, Wouldham
Thursday 10th May, 7.30pm
Archdeacon Julie Conalty will be preaching and presiding
at our Deanery Ascension Day service.
Deanery Scratch Choir
Would you like to sing in the choir at this service?
Please ask your parish priest, Pat, Mark or David
and they will help you with details of rehearsals etc.

Cluster Youth Group

Next dates:
10th May, 14th June and 12th July
Second Thursday of every month 6.30pm-8pm.
Food, Fun and Faith
For all in school Year 7 upwards
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A reflection

Thoughts on integrity
“Father, I have lost my faith,” the Bishop’s
confessed.
“Thank goodness for that,” was the rather
startling response. “I thought you were
going to tell me you had lost your integrity.”
The Bishop’s son was so surprised by his
father’s reply he decided he ought to learn
more about Christianity and started to read
St Mark’s Gospel that evening.
A young man who once did some work for
me asked if he could be paid in cash. I
asked him, “is that so you can avoid paying
Income Tax?” He had the honesty to tell me
it was.
When I bought a gift for my niece, the
salesman asked if I would prefer to pay by
cheque or in cash; he told me that in paying
cash I could avoid VAT.
One must be honest in all one’s dealings. If
you are driving into a car park and a driver
leaving offers you a ticket with a time on it,
it should be refused. That ticket is for that
car only. If you receive a letter and the
stamp has not been franked, you should
immediately deface it. The stamp was for
that letter only.
There are times when one can withhold the
truth. Such was the case in 1940 when we
were not told of the perilous situation our
country was in. Throughout that summer,
we were led to believe that the number of
German planes shot down was more than it
really was. This all helped to boost morale
and make us believe we could win the war.
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When studying Business, you are taught to
pay bills as late as possible. This is not fair
on the sole trader like a builder or
decorator. They should be paid as soon as
possible. Remember, there are two people
you cannot fool in life - yourself and God.
Sir John Best-Shaw died in 2014
at the age of 89.
Prior to his death, John was a regular contributor
to this parish magazine.
We are pleased to print this previously
unpublished reflection
with his wife Jane’s permission.
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From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
15th Apr Lily Richards
21st Apr Austin Read
22nd Apr Alice Peters
29th Apr James Lindfield
29th Apr Max Lindfield
29th Apr Kerry Chuck
29th Apr Callum Chuck
Funerals
16th Apr Frederick Hepper

St Michael’s, Offham
Baptisms
1st Apr Bobby Flynn
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Baptisms
15th Apr Anthony Hudgell
15th Apr Lacy Hudgell
15th Apr Jaden Hudgell
15th Apr Jessica Hudgell
22nd Apr Jack Dales

Poetry Corner
From time to time, we come across
particular poems that families ask us to
read at a christening, a wedding or a
funeral.
A new one on us was this poem that was
requested for a Christening. We liked it
because it does convey so much about what
it is for a parent, godparent or family to
make prayers and promises before God for
their baby son or daughter and the
responsibility that places upon them.
The poem is entitled “Little Eyes”.
~
There are little eyes upon you,
and they are watching night and day,
there are little ears that quickly
take in every word you say.
There are little hands all eager
to do everything you do;
and a little girl who’s dreaming
of the day she’ll be just like you.
19

You’re the little girl’s idol;
you’re the wisest of the wise;
in her little mind about you
no suspicions ever rise.
She believes in you devotedly,
holds all you say and do,
she will say and do, in your way,
when she’s grown up just like you.
There’s a wide eyed little girl,
who believes you’re always right;
and her ears are always open,
and she watches day and night.
You are setting an example
every day in all you do;
for the little girl who’s waiting
to grow up just like you.
Author Unknown.
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green, Third Sunday of Easter
St Mary’s, 15th April 2018
Readings: Nehemiah 5.1-19
Today we are back in the book of
Nehemiah, a semi-regular monthly series we
are following at the moment. Last month,
in chapter 4, we looked at how Nehemiah
responded to opposition; opposition that
came at Nehemiah from outside the people
of God, and how he responded with prayer;
with their hearts fully in their work; they
kept a vigilant eye on the opposition and
ensured their people’s well-being and safety
and peace of mind. Nehemiah put himself
in the front line, not expecting anything of
others that he wouldn’t do himself; and he
kept focussing the people’s attention back
on God, and reminding them of what was
at stake if they gave up.
Today, as we reach chapter 5, if chapter 4 is
about opposition without, chapter 5 is
about conflict within.
A story is told of a Vicar who heard his
daughter and friends playing in the
backyard and arguing loudly and fighting.
He went out to intervene and reprimanded
his daughter. “But Daddy” she protested
“we were just pretending… we were playing
at being church!” Ouch!
Sad but true. The church of Jesus Christ
and its history, has often been marked more
by factions and fighting, than by fellowship.
There’s even a church history book called
“Great Church Fights”.
Vernon McGee is an author who has
written on Nehemiah and he once wrote
“when the devil could not destroy the
church with persecution, the next thing he
tries to do is join it” to destroy it from
within.

As Christians, we believe that this world is
broken, that we are broken… ‘fallen’ and
not as God intended. And churches will
always have problems because they’re full of
people. As someone wise once said:
“If you find the perfect church, don’t join it.
You’ll only spoil it”.
There have always been and always will be
challenges; challenges from heresy and
ungodly theology, challenges from sin and
evil behaviour. And even if leaders are
trying to walk humbly, live biblically and
love their people, there will always be some
who respond negatively and leave.
It’s happened to me. It grieves me deeply
when it does happen. It happens in every
church… because we’re all human. Me and
other leaders included.
But whatever the cause of any argument or
conflict, we should work at resolving those
conflicts, and Nehemiah is full of wise
advice on how we’re to do that.
Passivity is not adequate. Turning a blind
eye is not adequate. Pretending it’s not
there and might go away is not adequate.
We are to pursue peace and that means
making an effort to reconcile and
understand and love one another.
The problem in chapter 5 centred on
p ro b l e m s fo r p o o r e r m e m b e r s o f
Nehemiah’s community, with wealthier,
more powerful members either ignoring
them, or actually making things worse by
exploiting them. People were going into
debt to do what was expected of all and in
blatant disregard of Moses law, interest was
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being charged, their children being
demanded as collateral for debts.
The first thing to say is that Nehemiah saw
this as serious enough that he stopped the
work on the wall long enough to get them
resolved. Sometimes it is better to slow
down a process or stop it completely, if it
means getting it right or doing it ethically or
resolving an issue.
We aren’t beholden to any Shareholder but
the Great Shareholder, and we aren’t
beholden to any deadline, much as we’d all
like to get there fast.
Sometimes, taking suitable time… slowing
down or stopping is absolutely the right
thing to do.
The second thing is that the complaint was
aired properly.
We don’t know if the poor had gone to
those more wealthy who were exploiting
them first. As Jesus taught, if someone has
wronged you, the first thing to do is to try
and resolve it directly with them. But, at
this point, they brought their complaint to
Nehemiah. And this is a basic but often
overlooked point: a leader cannot deal
problems if they are not aware of them!
It’s amazing sometimes in church circles
(not just talking about this church but all
churches I’ve been in). Folk will air their
complaints and gripes to everyone, except
the leaders and those who could do
something to actually sort it!
They may try to justify their action by saying
“I just wanted to see if anyone else felt the
same way” or “I just needed to get it off my
chest” or “The Vicar’s too busy”. But by not
talking to those who can help, all that
happens is that they get exercised and upset,
other people can get upset, and nothing gets
done to resolve the problem!

But Nehemiah is also interesting in his
response and here, I’m preaching as much
to myself as anyone else. He shows firstly
that it’s ok to get righteously angry. Jesus
was angry at the hardness of the Pharisees’
hearts. Nehemiah here is angry with those
burdening others unfairly, and he lets them
know it.
We ought to get angry about some of the
injustices in this world, because that
emotion can fuel action and doing
something about it.
But when we see bad behaviour in the
church, Nehemiah shows us that we ought
to be angry and we ought to call it out as
such and confront it.
But he also exercised self control. He didn’t
go off in a rage. Verse 7 says he thought it
over. Proverbs 16.32 says “He who is slow to
anger is better than the mighty, and he who
rules his spirit, than he who captures a city.”
Especially if we feel angry, to keep it
righteous and holy, it has to be tempered by
self-control.
He then moves to action but he starts by
talking to people privately. There is no need
to embarrass or shame folk. Jesus taught the
same in Matthew 18. We don’t know if
Nehemiah succeeded in private. There’s no
record of their response, but we presume
that didn’t work because he then moves to a
public setting and talks about it “in the
great Assembly” (v8).
Don’t get me wrong. It’s not easy to
confront a sinner with their sin, whether
publicly or privately. Even more so if they
are rich or powerful. But we do ourselves,
we do the weak and vulnerable, and we do
the rich and powerful a disservice if sin we
can see and identify and recognise is not
challenged.
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Otherwise, if we stay silent, we are
condoning that same sin.
But quite rightly, if we confront sin in others
while harbouring sin in ourselves…
we
could and should be accused of being
hypocrites.
Dealing with conflict, any conflict, in church
or out has no chance at all if we are not
prepared to look at our own lives, recognise
our own faults, see where we have been a
contributor to the problem, and be willing
to change ourselves.
We can see as chapter 5 ends that Nehemiah
led by example. He spent his own money to
redeem poor Jews from slavery, he loaned
money without interest. We don’t know
when he became Governor exactly (whether
before he got to the wall or after), but he
shows how as Governor: he refused to take
advantage of his position and line his own
nest; he was generous and ready to share
what he had with others; he made sure
everyone was provided for, everyone was
valued; he remained committed to the work;
but perhaps most importantly, he did it for
God’s approval. As we see in the prayer that
he prays at the chapter’s end:
“Remember for my good, O my God, all that I
have done for this people.”
And lastly, he made himself accountable to
his people, but required accountability from
them too. In a prophetic act, like many
Prophets of the Old Testament, he
dramatically shook out his robe in front of
them and said:
“So may God shake out everyone from house and
from property who does not perform this promise.
Thus may they be shaken out and emptied.”
And the people said ‘Amen’ in response.
That’s making them sign on the dotted line,
isn’t it?
I expect you to hold me accountable and,
over the years, Churchwardens, PCC too
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have been great at doing that. Proper
channels again.
But as leaders must be held accountable so
too must we as as a community be
accountable to God, to one another, to
leadership. It builds trust, fosters respect and
kindness. There’s a reason why in the
Induction service, the Bishop or Archdeacon
ask the congregation whether they will pray
for, uphold, encourage and support their
Vicar.
All this is a two-way street and so vital to the
health of any church community.
Conflict and disagreement in a church is
never easy. In ten years now of ministry and
25 years as a Christian, I can say that people
responding readily to conflict or correction
is pretty rare.
Sadly…
And I say “sadly” because it shouldn’t be this
way and it doesn’t have to be this way.
It’s tempting an easy for congregations to
hear this sermon and say “Yes, I wish our
leaders would live like this and do what they
are supposed to do”. And leaders hear
sermons like this and say “If only my people
lived like this and did what they are
supposed to do”
But isn’t that just the point? Rather than
pointing the finger at each other, we are to
start by examining ourselves, and from a
place of holiness and humility, we go in love,
with a listening ear, but also with a righteous
anger, and sense of resolve to handle conflict
and to do it well.
If we commit ourselves to resolve conflicts
God’s way. God’s work will go forward.
If you’re in the midst of conflict and need pastoral
help, the chance to offer confession or want
someone to pray with, please do speak to Rev
David who will be glad to make time for you.

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book Peculiar Goings On available from good retailers.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
The month of May brings two Bank
Holidays and a chance to spend a lot more
time in your garden as the days get longer.
By the end of the month the sunrise will be
04.50 in the morning and sunset 21.10 in
the evening. I’m sure that, by spending
more time in the garden, you’re bound to
notice lots of tasks that need doing!
Some tasks are simple and not too taxing;
dead-heading daffodils and tulips is very
important so as not allowing them to set
seed. Doing so will mean the energy goes
back into the bulb. So don’t cut back the
foliage yet as this captures the suns rays and
turns it into energy (photosynthesis). Only
cut them back after 4-6 weeks. I know it
looks a little unsightly for a while but it’s a
little bit of pain for a lot of gain.
Some tasks are a bit mundane but
nevertheless important like weeding. This is
also important as you don’t want these
nasties competing for water and nutrients
with your shrubs and perennials. The
annual weeds can just be hoed and
collected but perennial weeds need to be
dug out as they have tap roots.
Remember the saying ‘one year’s seeds
brings seven years weeds’. Yes, it a horrid
job but to have a garden to be proud of, this
is one of the most important of tasks.
Then there are some tasks that can be
harder, like tending to evergreens. It seems
most gardens have a staple of evergreens to
give all year round interest. I’ve previously
stated my dislike of most evergreens as
they’re ever dull in my book.
But the end of May is prime time to cut

these evergreens back and keep them more
controlled as the most popular (Photinia,
Laurel, Conifer, Eleganaus to name a few)
grow to quite a height and width (3m x 3m).
Remember that the Conifer can’t be
pruned into old wood as it won’t grow back
and will leave a black dead area. Also wait
until the Rhododendron has flowered
before getting the secateurs or loppers out.
The last task I will mention is the task that
has the most jeopardy - planting summer
bedding!
The garden centres and D.I.Y stores are
stocked full off brightly coloured plants
now, tempting you to buy. However, at this
time of year, there is still a chance of frosts
which could cost you the money you spend
on these flowers if you lose them on one
cold morning!
Don’t succumb to temptation! I suggest
keeping your money in your pocket until
late May and let the retailer take the risk.
The exception to that rule is if you have a
greenhouse. If you have such a facility, it
will protect them for now until planting
them out in late May.
Lastly I’d like to just remind you that
gardening is fun and a way of unwinding
from the stresses of everyday life. So take it
easy and do these tasks ‘little and often’ as
there’s plenty of light throughout this
month. Believe me, a G&T sure tastes
better after a spot of gardening!
Adam McKay

26

TRIO
Advertising Rates for 2018
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£10.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact Phil Coupland
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Calendar for
Sundays in May
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

