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He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!
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From
David
On Friday 23 March in France, a terrorist
hijacked a car, killing one of the occupants,
shot at a group of policemen who were out
jogging and then stormed a supermarket.
He killed two people before seizing others as
hostages. He went on to injure a further
sixteen people. During the siege, police
officers managed to get some hostages out
of the supermarket but the terrorist held
one woman back as a human shield. It was
at this point that Col Arnaud Beltrame of
the Gendarmerie offered himself in exchange
for the woman.
As he did so, he left his mobile phone on
the table with an open line so that police
outside could monitor the situation. It
seems that when this subterfuge was
discovered, the terrorist shot and mortally
wounded Col Beltrame. The police stormed
the supermarket shooting and killing the
terrorist in response. Sadly, within 24 hours,
Col Beltrame died of his injuries.
Arnaud Beltrame was a practising Catholic
Christian who had recently made the
pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela.
Although he and his bride-to-be had been
legally married in France, they were due to
be married in church this June (the system
in France is different to England). Instead,
he and his wife were married in a Catholic
ceremony as Arnaud lay dying in hospital.
“No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.”
John 15.13
Arnaud Beltrame stands in a long line of
men and women down the ages who have
imitated Jesus Christ’s example and shown

braver y, courage and faith beyond
description; willing to consider their own
selves of little worth should such a gift bring
life and peace to others.
When I open the Scriptures and start
reading, even in the first chapters of
Genesis, I see an honest attempt from
ancient people trying to understand why, if
God exists, is the world is so deeply broken
and hurting.
They draw the conclusion that we are the
problem. Selfish desires, small and large,
rebellious and hurtful choices lie at the root
of the world’s problems. In short, God is
not the problem. We are.
Into such a world comes the man Jesus who
claims to represent both sides of this cosmic
divide; a human being who claims to be
God.
In the events of Easter, we see him confront
unarmed all the forces of evil that this world
can muster. When they nail him to a cross,
it looks as if evil has won.
But on Easter Sunday, we celebrate God’s
triumph over evil. We declare God’s rescue
plan for our deeply broken world. A plan
that invites everyone to come to a cross, to
humble themselves, to ask forgiveness, to
put their faith in Christ, and not in the
many attractions this world has to offer and
will try to sell.
As people do that, they discover as I have a
Greater Love that gives life. Love borne out
of sacrifice and a courage to consider
oneself as nothing, if it means life for
others.
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From
Mark
So Easter Sunday this year falls on the 1st of
April, often known as April Fools Day.
Some might feel this is somewhat
appropriate, if they think this whole
Resurrection thing is just some sort of joke.
If anyone in our wider world does think
that, they are not doing anything or
thinking anything that hasn’t been thought
before. In the Early Church, people like
Peter and Paul and other writers and church
leaders sometimes had to respond to
accusations that this new religion was based
on a foolish idea or an elaborate joke.
Paul, in his first letter to the church at
Corinth, says this:
“For the message of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God.”
1 Corinthians 1.18.
The idea that an eternal, all-knowing,
creating Divine Being would lower
themselves to become a mortal, fragile
human and then die the death of a criminal
in order to save the whole world does seem
foolish by the world’s standards.
And yet this is exactly what 2.3 billion
people around the world will celebrate at
Easter!
Easter is not about what makes sense in the
world or even makes sense to the
philosophy and wisdom of human beings. It
is about what makes sense for a God who
wants to have a restored friendship with his
creation (i.e. us!).
It is part of what makes the message of the
cross so powerful. What may seem foolish to
our understanding has the power to save

absolutely anyone.
You don’t have to be a wise or learned
philosopher, theologian or ethicist to make
sense of this offer. God turns human
wisdom upside down and, in so doing,
makes an offer that any person can access in
a beautiful variety of ways and at a mindboggling number of levels.
A small child can understand the death and
resurrection of Jesus, and so can an
experienced theologian with years of study
and learning behind them.
But if you’ve never taken time to think
about it for yourself, come to our services
over Easter or beyond and into the Summer.
Come and find out about the powerful
message of the cross.
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com

News around the Cluster
Children’s admission to Holy
Communion prior to
Confirmation
Following the PCC decisions
around the Cluster to admit
children to Holy Communion
prior to Confirmation, the Bishop
of Rochester has granted formal
permission and David, Mark and
Pat are beginning work to prepare
the first cohort of children who
wish to begin receiving.
Special services will be held at Pentecost on
Sunday 20th May to admit those children
for the first time.
Ahead of that service, there will special
preparation sessions for the children and
their parents at the Kings Hill Vicarage on:
Saturday 28th April, 4.00 till 6.00 p.m.
Saturday 12th May, 4.00 till 6.00 p.m.
All children (and their parents) wishing for
the children to begin receiving Communion
must attend those sessions.

Annual meetings approach
Around the Cluster, each of our five
churches will be hosting their annual
meetings in the next month or so before the
deadline of April 30th.
The Annual Meetings are a chance to
review the last year and give thanks, and to
cast vision and look ahead. They’re also the
time when we publish our financial
accounts and seek to enable everyone in our
congregation and parishes to scrutinise and
hold the church accountable.
One of the key tasks of the annual meetings
is to elect Churchwardens and PCC
members. As various people reach the end
of their period of service, we anticipate that
there will be some vacancies to fill and so if
you are interested in serving in this way,
please do speak with your local Minister to
explore your options.
PCC members must be 16 years old or
older, on the Electoral Roll and, therefore,
communicant members of the Church of
England. As the effective Trustees of each
church under Charity Law, PCC members

Cluster on tour!
In 2019 and 2020, there are opportunities
to travel with our churches and experience
rare ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ type chances to see
and live the Christian faith through the eyes
of some of our European neighbours.
On pages 17 and 18, you can find out more
about trips to Estonia and to Germany for
the Oberammergau Passionsspiele, and
ponder whether you might like to come.
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must also give assurances that they have not
been disqualified by law from acting as
charity trustees or nominees, including
those who have an unspent conviction for
an offence involving dishonesty or
deception, are currently declared bankrupt
(or subject to bankruptcy restrictions or an
interim order) , are disqualified from being
a company director or have previously been
removed as a trustee, disqualified or barried
from acting as a Trustee.
PCC members must also be willing to give
details of their personal names, date of
birth, home address and phone number
and be willing to submit to a DBS check.
Because the church works with children and
vulnerable adults, all Trustees (i.e. PCC
members) have to have a safeguarding
check, even if they are not personally
involved in such ministry.
Please do consider giving some of your time
in this way. It’s really important for each
church that we have a good, highfunctioning, and effective PCC.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
For a while now
Southeastern
trains that stop at
We s t M a l l i n g
station have been
shorter than they
should be. A
means problems
f o r m a ny w h o
commute daily to
London. From having to stand for an
hour, to even being unable to squeeze on
when we’re heading home, overcrowding
has meant far too many difficulties.
That’s why I met with Southeastern to
make sure they understood that this kind
of service is not good enough. Even
though these problems started long
before the snow arrived at the end of last
month, they say that the severe weather
has damaged the electrical components
on the trains, and they are working
around the clock to repair them.
On a more positive note, I am pleased to
hear that Southeastern are introducing
wi-fi on all their trains. This should be
completed by June of this year, and twothirds of the company’s trains already
have it. You may have already used it.
Wifi won’t make up for their recent poor
service, but it should at least ensure that
you have something to do while stuck on
an overcrowded train. Perhaps you can
use it to send me an email to let me know
if you have further problems? I will be
sure to take it up with them again.
7

Who’s taking you to the

airport? Call now...
07763 677773

Now taking all major
credit/debit cards

01732 222224
info@jandlcars.co.uk

@

JandLCars

www.jandlcars.co.uk

Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
J o h n ’ s t a l k w a s f u n ny, i n s p i r i n g ,
educational and full of hope and a real
blessing to the 80 or so people who came.
John rode to Rome raising money for the
charity Hope for the Future, which works
with ecological and environment al
concerns. For the Brett Lecture, we also
took donations
on the night
and raised a
f u r t h e r
£333.80 for
the good
cause. It takes
John’s tot al
fund-raising
from the ride
to
over
£ 9 , 8 0 0 . We
know John is
keen to see if
he can get to
the round
number of £10,000 so if you wish to make a
donation, please do!
John has asked us to express his thanks to
all who came on the 21st March and
helped.

West Malling War Memorial update
Thank you to those who have already
responded to last month’s plea for
donations to help restore the West Malling
War Memorial. So far, we have raised £660
with the largest donation being £500, the
smallest £10. It goes to show that however
large or small our contribution might be,
together it adds up to something far more.
The estimated cost of the works is around
£8,500.
If you would like to make a donation
towards the costs, please send a cheque
made payable to “West Malling PCC” to
The Vicarage, 138 High Street, West
Malling, ME19 6NE. Please make it clear
that you are making a donation to the War
Memorial Repairs.
Rev David would also be delighted to hear
from anyone in our parish who would like
to take a lead in helping to fundraise for
these repairs. If you have an idea of things
we could do, or are a good organiser, please
do get in touch. It does not matter at all
whether you ever attend church or not. This
is something in which our whole
community should be able to take part. You
can phone David on 01732 842245 or email
him at vicar@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk.

80 ‘Come and Sing’ Faure’s Requiem
Following the success of the first ‘Come and
Sing’ at Christmas with Handel’s Messiah,
Jamie and Alex Meaders hosted the second
such event during March as we set-up our
Holy Week celebrations with a special
performance of Faure’s Requiem.
Around 80 people from West Malling and
the surrounding area gathered on the final
Sunday of Lent to spend a couple of hours

John Musker gives Brett Lecture 2018
O n We d n e s d a y 21 s t M a r c h , o u r
Churchwarden John Musker gave the Brett
Lecture for 2018 by recounting his
incredible pilgrimage, riding from
Canterbury to Rome on his bicycle,
camping by roadsides and cycling over 1,000
miles in a fortnight.
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rehearsing before singing the piece to
friends, family and neighbours.
There was a retiring collection in aid of Five
Acre Wood Special School and £160 was
raised for that excellent cause.

St Mary’s history book reprinted
We have organised a digital reprint of the
1904 book A History of the Parish Church,
West Malling by Rev A.W. Lawson. Original
copies are quite rare and so we’ve had the
book digitally reprinted. You can buy a copy
for £10. All proceeds go to the Capital
Project.
Christian Aid Collection in May
On the 18th and 19th of May, volunteers
will be on the High Street outside Tesco
collecting for Christian Aid. If you would
like to help gather funds for this worthy
cause, please do get in touch with Deb
Sutch via email: debsutch@btinternet.com.
There will also be a chance to contribute at
church that Sunday via a retiring collection.
Age Concern needs men!
Penny Nicholls from Age Concern in West
Malling recently visited St Mary’s PCC to
talk about the work of the organisation and
their local set-up in West Malling. Penny
asked us to pass on a plea for more men to
come and help out!
A number of elderly men attend Age
Concern and they are very conscious of
their lack of suitable male volunteers to
support and befriend their clients. If you
have an hour or two a week that you could
commit, they would love to hear from you.
Call 01732 848008 or 871746 to speak to
Pe n ny o r v i s i t t h e i r w e b s i t e a t
www.ageconcernmalling.co.uk.

Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
We had a good turnout for our service last
month and Rev. Jim Brown gave us a
thought-provoking sermon.
Our meeting next month
will be held at St Mary’s
Court (tbc). We are due to
meet on Monday April 9th
at 2.00 p.m.
Thank you to everyone who
brought donations for the Women’s
Refuge. I hope to take another load to them
before Easter.
Gail Crutchfield
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Following the successful format used over
the last four years, our Annual St Mary’s
West Malling Parochial Church Meeting
will be held on Sunday 29th April after a
short act of worship at 10.00 a.m. and
instead of our usual Sunday service.
The intention in arranging things this way
is to increase attendance and engagement
with our annual meeting by making it easier
for people to attend. Please put the date in
your diary and come along to worship God,
to review the last year and give thanks, and
to look ahead together.
Family Exhibition of Paintings
Jane Guthrie, Lucy and Thomas Best-Shaw
are showing paintings at Belmont, 104 High
Street, West Malling on all Saturdays,
Sundays and Bank Holidays during May
(5th to the 28th, 11 a.m. till 4 p.m.)
There’s a 10% donation on all sales made
which will go to Brain Tumour and
Leukaemia Research. Last year, the family
were able to donate over £5,000!
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Following the successful format used over
the last three years, our Annual St Michael’s
Offham Parochial Church Meeting will be
held on Sunday 22nd April after a short act
of worship at 9.15 a.m. and instead of our
usual Sunday service.
The intention in arranging things this way
is to increase attendance and engagement
with our annual meeting by making it easier
for people to attend. Please put the date in
your diary and come along to worship God,
to review the last year and give thanks, and
to look ahead together. All are welcome to
come and hear reports for the year and to
elect the Churchwardens and PCC.

1st, 2nd, 8th, 9th, 15th (tbc), 22nd,
23rd, 29th and 30th of May.
The work goes on between 10 and 3. Full
training given! All dates are weather
dependent and it’s fine to come for just
some of the time if that’s all you can
commit. Everyone is welcome, regardless of
whether you come to church or not. Come
and build a lasting legacy for our village!

Offham Methodist Church
Our “Tea & Chat” continues on the first
Tuesday of the month – 4th
April, meeting in our
hall from 2.00 until
4.00 p.m. You are
invited to come and join
us to meet old friends and
Build a lasting legacy
may be some new ones over
with the Churchyard wall
St Michael’s organist and retired Engineer a cup of tea. Next month’s date will be 1st
Stewart Biggs, along with his wife Sally, have May.
been leading a community effort over the Offham Open House
last two years to repair and rebuild the
The April Open House
Churchyard wall.
Meeting will be held
Mirroring the efforts of villagers in previous on Thursday 5th April
centuries, volunteers from around the at 10.00 a.m. when
village have been assisting and working with Chris Stewart will give a
Stewart and Sally to see the entire wall talk on the work of the charity “Workaid restored.
Secondhand Tools for Africa” which
With the Summer months approaching, the collects and renovates tools, sewing and
first dates have been set to get back out and knitting machines to send to Africa. Poor
carry on the work. On Saturday 28th April, people in Africa are trained, given tools or
there will be a WORK DAY at the Church equipment to earn a living and to provide
to kick things off, some tidying to do and food and education for their children. The
some clearing of vegetation as well as meeting starts at 10.00 a.m. and will take
general churchyard work. After that, the place at Ann Baldock’s house, Chimneys,
dates for regular work on the wall will be as Teston Road.
follows:
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The following month
on 3rd May there will
be a trip to St
Vincents, Addington, which is a Grade II
listed Georgian House built by Admiral
William Parry (1705-1779). The owner,
Patricia Richardson, has kindly agreed to
open her house for our meeting and will
give us a talk about St. Vincent’s. We will
meet on the green at 9.45 a.m. for
departure at 10.00 a.m. If you are planning
to attend this meeting, we need to know in
advanceso as to enable car sharing and
provide lifts to those who need one.

can we make a special plea for Bakers of
all ages to take part in the The Great
Offham Bakeoff! This year’s challenge is
to “Bake your best Signature Dish/Cake/
Whatever” with first prize being the
coveted Margaret Betts Memorial Cup and
additional prizes for best female, best male
and best ‘under 12’ entries.
Stalls will open on the Green at 12.00
noon. The traditional crowning of the
May Queen is at 1.30 p.m. followed by
May Pole Dancing by pupils from Offham
Primary School.

Offham Society
Monday, 23rd April
8.00 p.m.
in the Village Hall
AGM – join us for
drinks and canapés at
7.30pm followed by
“999 REV” when Rev Jim
Brown, former Vicar of East Malling and
now retired to Offham, will recount his life
experiences firstly working in the
Metropolitan Police and more recently as an
ordained Priest in the Church of England.
Offham May Day is being held on
Saturday, 5th May 2018 from 12 noon to
5.00 p.m. on the Village Green. Come
along with friends and family and join in
the fun! Remember all money raised gets
spent on Offham groups, good causes and
village projects.
There will be the usual array of stalls
including cakes, chocolate tombola,
bottles, books, sweet tombola, toys and
games, and much more. There are lots of
activities for old and young alike.
There’s a special advert on p13 with
details of how you can get involved, but

Offham Parish Council
will be holding its
Annual Parish
Meeting on Friday
13th April from 6.30
to 10.00 p.m. in the Village Hall. This is
an open meeting for residents - it is not a
normal Parish Council meeting and is
your opportunity to raise any issues,
concerns or ideas that you may have about
the village.
Malling Art Club
This month’s meeting
is on Thursday 26th
April from 7.45 to
10.00 p.m. in Offham Village Hall when
Curtis Tappenden will demonstrate and
talk about Town Scene using Pastels.
If you wish to come along and sample one
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club
please contact our membership secretarydetails on the club website at
mallingartclub.co.uk
If you have interests in art why not come
along to one of our meetings to see if we
can bring out the budding artist in you.
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
30 years of Girls Brigade for Karen!
On Sunday 18th March, St Gabriel’s
celebrated Karen Webber’s 30 years of
service to the Girls Brigade. Karen has
been a key member of St Gabriel’s over
the years, and started Kings Hill 1st
Girls Brigade 11 years ago.
It was a real testament to her faithful
service and passion for Girls Brigade
that there were officers present who had
once been members of one of Karen’s
first Brigades.
Karen Webber receives her special award while the
Karen was presented with a special
award by both the Girls Brigade’s current members of Kings Hill Girls Brigade applaud!
D i st r i c t P re s i d e n t a n d D i st r i c t
Commissioner during the service.
Big Church Day Out!
26-27 May 2018
If you are interested in joining a St
Gabriel's group at the Big Church
Day Out for either the whole
weekend or a day, a few of us will be
going and you are most welcome to
join us.
“BCDO” takes place at Steyning in
West Sussex. Gates open for camping
on Friday 25th May at 12 noon.
We will be buying tickets at a group
discount price, and payment is taken
one week before event. If you need a tent
or camping gear, please do ask.
Sharon Williams
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1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
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Knit and Natter at St Gabriel’s
On the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the
month, St Gabriel’s hosts ‘Knit and
Natter’.
In the last year we have knitted for the
Mumsnet Woolly Hugs Refugee project
(lots of warm blankets, hats, mittens, see
photo), blankets for Chernobyl’s children,
Little Hugs and Angel Hugs. We knitted
poppies for the Poppy carpet displayed at
Tonbridge Castle and we have also supplied
new community health visitors with
knitted boobs for breastfeeding training.
We made knitted dressing gowns for Knit
for Peace Warm up Britain campaign.

Our aim is
to provide
a warm
welcome
for all
w o o l
crafters
and
a
sociable
Blankets from squares
afternoon
for Syrian Refugees
twice a
m o n t h
with tea, chatter and cake. It’s open to all.
You can even join the group and contribute
some knitting, even if you can’t make the
meetings!

Cluster Youth Group

No meeting in April.
Next dates: 10th May, 14th June and 12th July
Second Thursday of every month 6.30pm-8pm.
Food, Fun and Faith
For all in school Year 7 upwards
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Estonia
and Oberammergau
In 2019 and 2020, there are opportunities
to travel with our churches and experience
rare ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ type visits to
European neighbours. Perhaps you might
like to consider joining us for a trip to
Estonia for the Laulupidu in 2019, and/or
come to Germany in 2020 to attend the
Oberammergau Passionsspiele?

Estonia 2019, Laulupidu in Tallinn
St Mary’s and St Michael’s enjoy a
twinning partnership with the
churches of Jõhvi and Pühajõe in
eastern Estonia. Our friends there
have invited us to join them for the
Laulupidu.
The Laulupidu is one of the largest
Singing Festivals in the world. Every
five years, a choir of 30,000 people
gathers and sings to an audience of
over 100,000. When you consider
only a million people live in Estonia,
that’s a massive proportion of the
whole country gathered in one place.
The Festival has been taking place since
1869 and this festival will mark the
150th anniversary. The Laulupidu has also
become a symbol of freedom from Soviet
oppression. As the Soviet Union began to
collapse, groups of Estonians would gather
in Tallinn and other cities to sing
traditional, Estonian folk songs in peaceful
protest. Many of those songs emanating
from, and known because of, the Laulupidu.
Rev Peeter Kaldur and the churches in Jõhvi
and Pühajõe have invited us to travel out to
Estonia from Thursday, 4th of July 2019 to
Tuesday 9th of July.
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We will first travel to the east of Estonia to
spend time with our friends in Jõhvi and
Pühajõe. They hope to take us to Peipusee, a
large inland sea that forms part of the
border with Russia, and a chance to spend
time with their congregation.
On the Saturday, we will travel with our
Estonian partners to the capital, Tallinn, for
the festival. Around noon, there is a big
procession from the centre of city to the

The Laulipidu Singing Grounds
and Amphitheatre in Tallinn

singing grounds. We will watch it
somewhere on the way, most probably close
to the centre of city. In the evening, we will
watch the concert and take part, staying
somewhere close to Tallinn. On the Sunday,
the most important concert of the Festival
takes place and we will be present the whole
day. On the Monday, we will travel to Pärnu
and on to Jõhvi before leaving Estonia on
the Tuesday.
As well as our party, our Estonian friends
will also be hosting partner churches from
Uddevalla in Sweden and from Hattstedt in

Germany. So we will get the chance to make
some new friends too.
Because our friends in Jõhvi and Pühajõe
are hosting three different church groups for
the weekend, there is a maximum limit of
six persons from our Cluster making the
trip. So if you’re keen to go, it’s important
to say so and space will be limited.
It is important that we make plans early
because f lights to Estonia and
accommodation will be very busy.
Please let Jenifa Muscat, our Administrator,
(secretary@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk) have
your details or tell Rev David know if you
would be interested to be part of the trip.
David Green

Oberammergau 2020
In 1633, in the midst of a terrible plague,
the villagers of Oberammergau made a vow
to God that if their suffering relented, they
would perform the Passion, death and
resurrection story of Jesus Christ every
tenth year. The villagers’ prayers were
answered and in 1634 the first Passion Play
took place.
That promise has been kept ever since and
in 2020, the 42nd Oberammergau
Passionsspiele (Passion Play) will take place.

There are 102 performances of the play,
running from May 16th to October 4th
2020.
Part one of the play takes place each
afternoon, followed by a meal in the
interval, and part two takes place in the
evening.
At this stage we would like to assess interest
in going to Oberammergau in 2020. If you
would like to go, we would like to know if
you prefer to travel by plane or would be
prepared to travel by coach, and where else
you might like to visit while we are in
Germany. There are several options
including Salzburg, Innsbruck, Lake Garda
and Munich. Or you may prefer to just visit
Oberammergau and can say that too.
It would be helpful to have a sense of
people’s budget limits and whether you
would like to stay for three days and two
nights, five days and four nights or seven
days and six nights.
Please let Jenifa Muscat, our Administrator,
(secretary@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk )
know your preferences and then we can
look into the options and feasibility of a
Cluster/Benefice trip to Oberammergau in
2020
Jane Jordan

The Oberammergau Passionspiele
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From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
4th Mar Harry Wesley
25th Mar Erin Northwood
Funerals
1st Mar Jean Jenkins
5th Mar Douglas Willmore
9th Mar Carol Woodrow
16th Mar Joyce Hillary

St Michael’s, Offham
Interment of Ashes
24th Mar Eva Gilbert
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Evidence for
Easter
Tyndale House is a study centre focusing
on advancing understanding of the Bible.
Many PhD students from Cambridge
University as well as other universities base
themselves at Tyndale House during their
studies and leading biblical scholars in all
parts of the world have spent time at
Tyndale House. Our own Vicar, David
Green, completed some of his studies for
ordination with the help of Tyndale House.
On their website, you can watch a number
of videos that provide intriguing insights
from manuscripts that back up Christians’
historical faith in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus.
Evidence for Jesus’ death
Dr Peter Williams and Dr David InstoneBrewer have discovered an interesting
‘deleted’ text in the Munich Talmud of
1342. The Talmud is a rabbinic collection
of texts compiled between 200 and 500
A.D. Written in Hebrew and Aramaic, the
Talmud covers a broad range of topics,
from Jewish history to opinions on the law.
The Pope, at the time of the Munich
Talmud’s production, would not authorise
printings if they contained slurs about
Jesus. So scribes tried to ‘rub out’ a
particular text in order to get the Talmud
published. Modern technology has been
able to work out what the text originally
said and, ironically, the text actually
provides interesting proof from a Jewish
source of the death of Jesus. The Pope
would have done better to leave it alone!
The portion contains what scholars believe
to be a record of the Sanhedrin's ‘charge
sheet’ against Jesus. It reads:

‘On the Eve of Passover they hung Yeshua the
Nazarine. And the herald went out before him
for 40 days [saying]: “Yeshua the Nazarine will
go out to be stoned for sorcery and misleading
and enticing Israel. Any who knows [anything]
in his defence must come and declare concerning
him.” But no-one came to his defence so they
hung him on the Eve of Passover.’
The one anomaly compared to the New
Testament is the reference to 40 days. But
the timing of the ‘Eve of Passover’ fits with
the Gospels as Jesus’ Last Supper took place
the night before Passover.
Scholars also note that the penalty of death
for ‘sorcery’ indicates that the Sanhedrin
recognized the miracles Yeshua did were
real rather than simply illusion. In accusing
him of sorcery however, they effectively
saw the source of his power to be evil and
not from God.
Crucifixion was a Roman penalty, and the
Sanhedrin understandably handed down
the death sentence from their own Law ‘stoning’. But as we know, they then
handed him over to Roman authorities to
be executed, hence the reference to being
‘hung’. A description also used on occasion
in the New Testament to describe Jesus’
crucifixion - e.g. “hung from a
tree” (Galatians 3.13).
Once again, rather than finding support
for modern-day conspiracy theories,
scholars are instead finding proof of the
reliability and authenticity of the Bible.
You can watch more videos about Easter
evidence at www.tyndale.cam.ac.uk/churchvideos.
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green, Palm Sunday
St Mary’s, 25th March 2018
Readings: Psalm 118.1-2,19-24 and John 12.12-19
Psalm 118 is a psalm of celebration, a psalm
of thanksgiving and testimony. But unlike
Psalm 116 and others nearby in the Psalms,
there were no indications in those Psalms
that they represented the voice of any one
other than an ordinary person.
Psalm 118 is different.
We’ve only read an excerpt this morning,
but if you read the whole Psalm you get the
very definite impression that it was a Psalm
originally intended for a King, or another
similar leader.
Verses 9 and 10 for example (which we
didn’t read today): “It is better to take
refuge in the Lord than to put confidence
in princes. All the nations surrounded me;
but in the name of the Lord, I cut them
off!”
As a whole, the Psalm describes a situation
in which this King or other Leader is
delivered from a crisis which is borne out of
his role as a leader for the people as a
whole.
And in the Jewish psyche and religious
practice we know from the Mishnah (an
edited record of Jewish oral teachings from
Rabbis, first put together about 2,000 years
ago) that this particular Psalm came to be
associated with the festivals of Sukkot and
also Passover. Both festivals which mark
particular aspects of the Jewish people’s
liberation from slavery in Egypt to freedom
and their covenant relationship with God,
sealed on Mount Sinai.
So it’s about a King. It’s about celebrating
and thanksgiving following a time of crisis
and deliverance, and for the Jewish people,

it quickly became associated and known as a
Psalm to be sung at the Passover; the
supreme example of God’s love and action
in the lives of Israel, as He delivered them
from slavery and oppression.
Like many Psalms, it operates on the basis
of ‘call’ and ‘response’. The leader calls, the
people respond. We still say Psalms in that
way in the church today. Sometimes sung,
sometime said… someone leads, everyone
responds.
But there’s also call and response in the
Psalm itself. The people have called upon
God and God has responded. They are
celebrating his action in their lives.
Fast forward a few years to the time of the
Mishnah, to the time of Jesus of Nazareth.
A few short days before Israel will celebrate
the Passover, Jesus and his disciples
approach the city of Jerusalem. Like many
pilgrims, many worshippers, the place to be
at Pesach, at Passover, was the Holy City.
The city would have been crowded, overrun
even, busy. In John’s Gospel, Jesus has just
raised Lazarus from the dead at Bethany, a
few short miles away from the big city.
How much would you have bet that
rumours of this Prophet, Teacher, Healer,
this man who claimed to be God’s Son, this
man who has now raised someone from the
dead, how much would you bet that word
has reached the masses in Jerusalem about
such a person?
So perhaps no-one should have been
surprised that Jesus asks his disciples to find
a colt, a juvenile donkey so he can ride it
into the city… in itself a prophetic act that
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reflects the Old Testament passage of
Zechariah 9.9.
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud,
O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to
you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.”
And people in our modern world are daft
enough to suggest that Jesus didn’t have a
sense of his divinity, his messiahship. That
all of that was a later church invention?
Yeah, ok. “Whatevs” as my daughter might
say.
The authorities certainly understood what
was going on. They understood what Jesus
was claiming by making that simple choice
to ride a colt, the foal of a donkey. Within
days they were hatching plans to have him
murdered.
But I digress slightly… because I’m not so
interested in what Jesus thought, or what
the authorities thought.
I’m interested today in what the people
thought.
How did they greet this itinerant,
wandering preacher, riding into town on his
statement-making donkey?
Well, they greeted him with words from
Psalm 118. “Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord” (Psalm 118.26). And
from verse 25 of that Psalm: “O Lord, save
us”… in Hebrew Aga Adonai Ho’sha’na.
Recognise anything there? Ho’sha’na…
Hosanna… Lord save us!
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord”? They might just as well have had
a hymn board by the City Gate letting
people know “Today, as Jesus enters the
city, please turn in your hymn books to
Psalm 118”.

They are calling out, crying to their coming
King, calling for a response… and in Jesus,
on a humble donkey… a beast of burden,
a beast of low and ordinary status, God
responds.
But who is doing the calling? And who is
doing the responding? … really?
When my children were little, just like for
some of our little ones in church today, life
was a constant stream of ‘calls’.
“Daddy, look at me”
“Daddy, buy me this”
“Daddy, I’m hungry”
“Daddy, I need the toilet”
or just simply cr ying in pain
“Daaadddddyyyy”
And each time, because I love them, I
responded. Perhaps not always as they
might like me to have responded. Perhaps
not always with great joy and enthusiasm.
As someone wise once said “raising children
is part joy, part guerilla warfare!”
Sometimes I confess there might have been
the odd hint of frustration or
disappointment in me in having to deal
with this petulant cry or that selfish act. But
respond I did.
And many Christian people look at God
our Heavenly Father, our Creator and see
much the same kind of dynamic.
“Father God, hear my prayer… see me, pay
attention to me”
“Father, why can’t I have what I want?”
“Father, I need this material thing”
“Father, meet my physical needs”
“Father, meet my spiritual needs”
or we just simply cr y in pain
“Faaaattthhheer”
But as any mother or father knows. There’s
another way to see parenthood.
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Yes, we respond when our children call. But
long before they ever started calling to us, we
were calling them.
Have you ever thought about why God
ordained that a baby is made in the
singlemost intimate and loving thing that a
human being can do? Parenthood at its best?
Parents calling forth a child from an act of
love?
The child is born and we give them a name…
a name by which they will be known, called,
an identity they begin to inhabit.
We encourage and call forth their first
words, their first crawl, their first steps. Each
time, our hands holding theirs… cajoling,
encouraging, calling forth, saying ‘you can
do it’.
Are our children calling and we responding?
Or is it first that we call them and they
respond… and as they respond, they grow?
So on that Palm Sunday all those years ago,
when an itinerant preacher and rabbi, a
healer and prophet, who is now known to
raise the dead, takes the first step by asking
for a donkey and making the decision to
totter along precariously from the direction
of Bethany and the Mount of Olives and
into the Holy City of Jerusalem...
…. and the people invoke a Psalm in
response. A Psalm of Kingship, of
Deliverance, of Salvation, of Passover, of
freedom from slavery, of covenant love. Let
me ask you a question
Who is doing the calling… and who is
responding?
Can you hear the Messiah, the Son of Man,
the Prince of Peace, the Coming King, Jesus
of Nazareth calling you?
Some Scriptures to help you hear his call
today:
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Paul’s encouragement to Timothy:
“Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the
eternal life, to which God has called you and for
which you made”.
A prophecy of Jeremiah (chapter 31):
“I have loved you with an everlasting love. I have
continued my faithfulness to you.”
Jesus’ understanding of his own mission
from John 3.16:
““For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.”
And Jesus speaking just a few short days later
at his final Passover, from John 15.13:
“You did not choose me but I chose you.”

Let us pray
True and humble king,
hailed by the crowd as Messiah:
grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you
on the way of the cross,
which is the path of glory.
In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
As I write this column (at the start of
March) we’ve had a harsh week of snow,
freezing rain and bitter winds. I sometimes
question my sanity in becoming a
Gardener! But I know, as April arrives, so
does the colour in our gardens and the hard
slog becomes worth it.
Daffodils are warming our hearts with their
sunny disposition, early Tulips give a richer
pallet of colour, blossom appears on the
trees promising delicious fruit, grass is
growing and after a few cuts stripes appear
to make us think of games of cricket and
tennis. Yes, April really can (usually) banish
those winter blues.
This is the month when many venture out
into the garden for the first time this year
and it can be a little daunting. Apart from
me taking a bashing the garden has also
taken a few knocks throughout the winter
months. Fallen leaves have blown into
corners, algae has formed on the patio
making it a little slippery under foot, weeds
have survived and are ahead of any
perennials in the borders, those perennials
may well have last year’s spent foliage and
flowers still and all looks rather unsightly.
Just mentioning these few observations
reminds me why I get so many enquiries at
this time of the year. So I suggest taking a
deep breath and take one task at a time.
Going all-out-attack isn’t advisable as you’ll
be using muscles you probably haven’t used
in a while. So take it steady and make sure
there’s plenty of tea on the go!
The tasks I’ve mentioned are easily rectified.
Leaves are already piled in a corner and can

be collected without much fuss. The algae
on hard standing can be jet-washed off but
there are products out there which can be
sprayed on the surface and will self-clean
over a couple of months. Clearing away old
foliage will allow more light to the plant
and give it the extra spark to grow. At the
same time doing such clearance will expose
those pesky weeds which, if annual, can be
hoed. The perennial ones will have to be
dug out to remove the tap root.
I suggest starting the tasks that are nearest
the house. This way when you open your
front or back door you will see some
i m p r o v e m e n t s t r a i g h t a w a y. T h a t
encouragement seems to drive most on to
do more, and little and often is a good way
to go.
Now there’s one trap I’d like you to be
aware of at this time of the year. Namely the
pots of spring bulbs that cost a small
fortune for just a couple of bulbs in them.
They will give your garden a bit more
colour, but let me suggest that you take
photos of the borders that are lacking
daffodils, tulips etc. and then wait until the
autumn. You will be able to buy those same
bulbs at a fraction of the cost and plant
them in the areas that you can identify in
your photograph as needing more colour.
Much more cost-effective, don’t you think?
So a little bit of TLC now, and you’ll be
spending much more time flipping burgers
on the barbecue and less time weeding
when the Summer comes.
Adam McKay
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TRIO
Advertising Rates for 2018
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£10.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact Phil Coupland
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Calendar for
Sundays in April
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

