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From
David
My wife and I are having a debate today. We
are looking out the window at around 10cm
of snow in the churchyard. She says “it’s
beautiful”. I say “it’s a pain”.
I know I’m being a grump. I always am
when it comes to snow. Maybe it’s because
of that sledging accident as a kid which
broke my nose. But my concerns are more
pragmatic. As a Vicar, I’m very conscious
that there were three funerals to do this
week, one of which was a burial. I need to
get to the Crematorium for the others and
it really won’t do if I’m late or, perish the
thought, can’t make it at all.
But I’m also very conscious in this role of
those who are housebound or fragile. For
them, the snow and the perils it may
introduce into their weekly procurement of
supplies is no laughing matter. It is why our
church pastoral team, along with me, have
been making a whole bunch of phone calls
today and yesterday - checking in on the
elderly members of our church community
(and those who are not ‘elderly’ but may
have other challenges) and ensuring that
they have bread, milk, water food, toilet roll
or whatever essentials of life they might
need. What we want to avoid is an
unnecessary and treacherous walk on ice for
someone who can ill-afford to slip and fall.
It’s all got me thinking about volunteering.
The strength of a real “community” lies in
its ability to think about others and look
beyond your own interests to the needs of
others. What a place it would be to live
when any potential ‘weak link’ in the chain
is helped and strengthened and enabled.
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It leaves me wondering whether I can
challenge all of us this Lent to ponder “what
is it that I can do for my local community”?
There’s certainly opportunities in our
churches - pastoral care, visiting the sick or
elderly, prayer support, children, the
buildings, our churchyard wall volunteer
project in Offham, the churchyard
maintenance crew in West Malling.
But there are plenty of opportunities for
those of us who feel we have a loose or even
no affiliation with the Christian faith. Even
in the pages of this month’s magazine, West
Malling is looking to raise money to repair
the War Memorial and our friends in
Ryarsh are rising up to fight proposals for a
new quarry in the village.
Some of us might not feel we have much to
offer, but I would want to challenge that
wholeheartedly. I look at young mums and
then see the wisdom and experience of
elderly women and I’m thinking “how can I
help this group of people to learn from and
be supported by this other group of
people”? Just because you are old (or young)
shouldn’t mean there’s nothing you can do.
And all of this public-spirited assistance is
good for your career too. The World
Economic Forum recently wrote about the
importance of ‘skills-based volunteering’ or
SBV.
In a world where nearly half of jobs could
be potentially automated, either now or in
the future, it’s important to stand out from
the crowd and keep gaining skills that may
be useful in the labour market.
continued from page 3
continued on p18

From
Mark
I am writing this article shortly after hearing
the sad news that the evangelist Billy
Graham has died.
Billy Graham had a major impact on a
countless number of people's faith journey
throughout his 99 years on this earth.
When working in the North West I met all
sorts of people who would cite his mission
at Liverpool's Anfield stadium as a major
turning point in their faith journey.
Like so many, Billy Graham started his call
to evangelism by reaching out to young
people and with the mission organisation
Youth for Christ (pictured right). From those
early days, only God knew where he would
take him and the impact that he would
have.
Listening and reading to many news reports
and obituaries of Billy's life, the same
resounding themes always came through.
The first was that Billy's message was a
simple one and yet which always held true
to the Gospel; that we are sinners and that
we need God and that we must repent of
those sins and come back to God. The
second theme prevalent in his obituaries
was about his humble character. Although
he sat with Presidents, Monarchs and
celebrities, he also sat with poor people and
was always ready to listen.
Finally, in so many of the testimonies about
him, the third theme of his life which stood
out was his integrity. It's a sad thing to
recognise that only speaks badly of others,
but it has noted that Billy was one of only a
very small minority of public figures who
never had a scandal or questions to face
about his private life.

Mr. Graham preaching in the late 1940s.
Credit: Billy Graham Center

You can clearly see how Billy Graham's life
was shaped by the Word and Spirit of God,
and in Billy Graham we also how a life truly
modelled on the Good News of Jesus can
have such an impact on so many people.
How Billy Graham portrayed the Gospel by
his character and life, not just his words,
leaves a lasting challenge for us all.
What impact can we have on those around
us if we preach that simple message? God
loves us and wants us to know him. So deep
is that love that he sent his only Son to live
a life that was humble and of good
character, full of integrity and shaped by the
good news he preached, and then that same
Son died on the cross and rose again to save
us from our sins.
Mark
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Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Network/Internet Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Small Business Support
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com

News around the Cluster
sisters Lizzy
and Immy
from Offham
who came
fo r w a rd to
a s k D av i d :
“Will you in
the strength
of the Holy
S p i r i t ,
continually
stir up the
gift of God
that is in you,
to make
David kneels before the
Christ known
Archdeacon for the moment of
among all
institution and anointing.
whom you
ser ve?” He
promised Lizzy and Immy and all of us that
“By God’s help” he would do so.
The Archdeacon of Tonbridge read aloud
the Bishop’s licence and then instituted,
anointed and blessed David for service in
these parishes. As is common in such
inductions, David was then taken to the
front doors to be handed his keys (a symbol
of his stewardship of the care of the
buildings), taken to the bells to ring them,
thus indicating he had taken up his role,
and finally to his priest’s stall where Julie
took him by the hand and placed him in
position!
Speaking after the service, David was asked
if he felt any different. He said “I appreciate
it has been important for many different
people to see this take place but the job I do
on a day-to-day basis won’t change. Perhaps

David inducted as Vicar of West Malling
and Rector of Offham
On Thursday February 22nd, St Mary’s was
pleased to welcome our brothers and sisters
from St Michael’s, Offham and St Gabriel’s,
Kings Hill and our Archdeacon, the
Venerable Julie Conalty for a special service
to ‘induct and install’ David Green as the
new ‘Vicar of West Malling and Rector of
Offham’.
Regular readers will be aware that, in
December, we announced Rev David was to
be made ‘Vicar and Rector’ in late January.
Unfortunately that service had to be
postponed but with Her Majesty’s Letters
Patent in hand and able to read aloud in
the service, we were finally able to move
ahead.
David chose the same readings and hymns
that he had at his licensing service in 2011
when he was made ‘Priest-in-Charge’. They
provided an interesting mirror image to the
service that enabled us to both look back at
his six and a half years of ministry here as
well as the chance to look forward to all
that lies ahead.
The service was led by our new Archdeacon,
Ven Julie Conalty who preached the
sermon on the theme of unity (see Sermon
of the Month on p22).
David was asked to renew his vows of loyalty
to the Queen and to the Bishop of
Rochester and a series of people from our
three churches handed David various
symbols of ministry and asked him to renew
his pledges as a Minister. Perhaps most
moving of all were a couple of children 6

my halo will glow a bit brighter now!
Otherwise we simply move forward together
with unity of purpose as Julie said.”
For the uninitiated, what’s changed?
When David was appointed in 2011, he was
licensed as ‘Priest-in-Charge’ of our
parishes. While the job he has done for us
in these last six years has been identical in
almost every respect to that of a Vicar, this
formal ‘upgrade’ in his status as our
Minister does give him a better security of
tenure in his role, and it represents an
important step forward for our parishes.
Vicar, Rector - what’s the difference?
The difference is largely historical and has
to do with money. In the days when Tithes
were paid in England someone was entitled
to receive that money. Where a church paid
that tithe to the Incumbent, he was a
Rector. Where someone else got the tithe
and they had to appoint someone
‘vicariously’ to lead the churches on their
behalf, that person was called a Vicar.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
Last month I
wrote about
KCC’s bus route
consultation. I’m
delighted to say
that Kent County
Council have
listened to my
concerns, and
have decided
against consulting on whether to cut any
of the bus routes that had been proposed.
Keeping the bus services running are
absolutely vital in our community. I fully
understand the financial pressures that
KCC are under, but these buses act as a
life-line for all those who otherwise may
otherwise struggle to travel.
As you may know, the 70, 123 and 148
routes were amongst the ser vices
proposing to be cut. That would have
provided huge difficulties for many of the
residents of West Malling and Offham,
particularly for the elderly, and for school
children who rely on these services.
I know that our bus services are far from
perfect, and more needs to be done to
ensure that they work for everyone as they
should, but knowing that our services are
no longer under threat is a huge relief for
everyone.
The best way to get hold of me is on
email: tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk
or write to me at 130 Vale Road,
Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1SP.
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Who’s taking you to the

airport? Call now...
07763 677773

Now taking all major
credit/debit cards

01732 222224
info@jandlcars.co.uk

@

JandLCars

www.jandlcars.co.uk

Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
Can you help us restore and repair
the West Malling War Memorial?
2018 marks the centenary of the end of
the First World War. In this auspicious
year of remembrance, Rev David, St
Mary’s PCC and the West Malling Parish
Council are working together to mark the
anniversary by seeking to repair, restore
and generally ‘spruce up’ our West
Malling War Memorial.
The memorial is listed Grade II and is
technically the joint responsibility of both
the church and the Parish Council. It sits
on church land but, because it was
originally erected on the basis of a public
subscription, it is ‘held on a public trust’ by
the Parish Council.
Some of the stonework needs significant
repointing, the two brickwork pillars that
hold the heavy iron gates are in need of
repair, and the parts of the gate hinges
buried within the brickwork have rusted
badly (sometimes known as ‘Concrete
Cancer’). The brass list of names, or rather
the enameling of the names is also very
faded.
Rev David and other representatives of St
Mary’s are regular guests at the Parish
Council’s Amenities Committee and
together they have sought quotes for the
repairs, are seeking faculty permission from
the church and are now also applying for
grants.
The estimated cost of the works is around
£8,500. If we are to complete this work, all
of the money will need to be raised since it
is outside the scope of both parish council
and church budgets for 2018.

A huge crowd gathered in 1921 for the unveiling of
the West Malling War Memorial

The memorial was originally erected by the
people of West Malling who gathered in
1919 to decide how they should remember
their family members, friends and
neighbours who had fallen. A Committee
was formed and over the next two years,
they agreed the design and sought
permission to erect a “handsome cross of
Scotch granite”.
The memorial cost £525 0s 7d and all of
the money was donated by calling door-todoor on the people of West Malling and
asking them to ‘subscribe’ to the costs. Each
month, rich and poor alike made
contributions until there was enough.
Then, in May 1921, in a service jointly led
by Rev Lawson of St Mary’s and Rev
Prideaux of West Malling Baptist Church,
the memorial was unveiled.
It would be wonderful to think that, one
hundred years on from those events, the
people of West Malling would be willing to
show a similar care and sense of honour
and remembrance to the men who fell, all
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to Pauline and Dennis Bush, whose ashes
were laid to rest at St Mary’s in 2017.
Pauline was Doris’ daughter.
The next time you are passing, do go and
of whom once walked the same streets we
take a seat and enjoy the view and the peace
now walk upon.
and quiet!
If you would like to make a donation
towards the costs, please send a cheque St Mary’s history book reprinted
made payable to “West Malling PCC” to We have organised a digital reprint of the
The Vicarage, 138 High Street, West 1904 book A History of the Parish Church,
Malling, ME19 6NE. Please make it clear West Malling by Rev A.W. Lawson. Original
that you are making a donation to the War copies are quite rare and so we’ve had the
Memorial Repairs.
book digitally reprinted. You can buy a copy
Rev David would also be delighted to hear for £10. All proceeds go to the Capital
from anyone in our parish who would like Project.
to take a lead in helping to fundraise for Mothers’ Union
these repairs. If you have an idea of things
for Mothers and Others.
we could do, or are a good organiser, please
do get in touch. It does not matter at all On Monday 12th March we
whether you ever attend church or not. This look forward to welcoming
is something in which our whole Rev Jim Brown who is
community should be able to take part. You coming to officiate at our
can phone David on 01732 842245 or email Annual Service. The service
will be held at 2pm at St Mary’s,
him at david@revdgreen.org.uk.
West Malling and will be followed by tea
A new bench in the Churchyard!
and cake. All are welcome to come and join
A brand new bench arrived in the us in this service.
Churchyard this February in memory of the
Gail Crutchfield
late Doris Tanner.
In recent years, we’ve had the existing
three benches in the Churchyard
updated and replaced; each time funded
in memor y of particular former
residents of our parish. This bench is
the first new bench to be installed,
where no bench previously existed.
The bench has been sited near to the
southernmost wall of the south side of
our churchyard with a view facing back
towards the church and the footpath
through the churchyard. In the near
The new Doris Tanner bench
vicinity of the bench is a memorial stone

10

St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Mothering Sunday coming up
Mothering Sunday on 11th March is a time
to remember your Mother Church and
celebrate mothers and families everywhere.
At a Special All-Age Communion Service at
9.15 a.m. in Offham, children bring gifts of
flowers to be blessed during the service,
which they can then give to their mums.
Offham Lent Course
The
Lent
Conversations
continue on
Wednesday 7th
March when St
Michael’s gathers
together with our
friends at Offham
Methodist Church
for a series of
ecumenical
meetings to share
our
Lent
preparation for Easter, using the York
Course - “On The Third Day”.
7th March “Let him easter in us”
Led by Elizabeth Miller
14th March “Celebrating, praying Easter”
Led by Rev. Jim Brown
21st March “A risen Church”
Led by Rev. Brian Fortnum
We start in the Methodist Hall with a cup
of tea at 3.45 p.m., then listen to the CD at
4.00 p.m. giving a background introduction
to the topic for the day. Informal discussion
then follows, led by the group leader for the
day. We aim to finish by 5.00 p.m. The
York course handbook is made available so
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that you can study the topic a week in
advance if you wish to do so.
Please come and join us – all are welcome –
even if you don’t want to contribute to the
discussion, you can just come and listen.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Following the successful format used over
the last three years, our Annual St Michael’s
Offham Parochial Church Meeting will be
held on Sunday 22nd April after a short act
of worship at 9.15 a.m. and instead of our
usual Sunday service.
The intention in arranging things this way
is to increase attendance and engagement
with our annual meeting by making it
easier for people to attend. Please put the
date in your diary and come along to
worship God, to review the last year and
give thanks, and to look ahead together. All
are welcome to come and hear reports for
the year and to elect the Churchwardens
and PCC.
Offham Methodist Church
Our “Tea & Chat” continues on the first
Tuesday of the month – 6th March,
meeting in our church
hall from 2.00 till
4.00 p.m. You are
invited to come and
join us to meet old
friends and may be
make some new ones
over a cup of tea.

Offham Open House Offham May Day - date for the diary
May Day will this year be on Saturday 5th
May 2018 from 12pm-5pm. All the normal
This month’s
favourites plus some new ideas. Save The
meeting, will take
Date!
place on Thursday,
1st March. The
Offham Parish Council Annual Meeting
meeting starts at 10.00 a.m. Members are
The Parish Council will be
asked to bring along an object or picture
holding its Annual
that means a lot to them, and tell us all
Pa r i s h M e e t i n g o n
about it. It should make for an interesting
Friday 13th April from
discussion!
7.30 to 10.00 p.m. in
the Village Hall.
Offham Society
This is an open meeting for residents; it is
Monday, 5th March - 8.00 p.m.
not a normal Parish Council meeting. It’s a
in the Village Hall
great opportunity each year to raise any
“The Great War on
issues, concerns or ideas that you may have
the Western Front for our village.
the Somme, Arras and
Ypres Salient” - a
virtual battlefield
‘tour’ by Jim Barker McCardle (former
Chief Constable of Essex and before that
Assistant Chief Constable of Kent) based
on his experiences and knowledge as a
battlefield and military history guide. He
says that he will also bring along a full set of
uniform, deactivated weapons and a wide
range of artefacts to help bring it all to life.
If someone wants to dress up as a Tommy
they can! So it should be of interest to the
younger members of the village, too, who
want to find out more about the Great War.
Monday, 23rd April - 8.00 p.m.
in the Village Hall
AGM – join us for drinks and canapés at
7.30pm followed by “999 REV” when Rev
Jim Brown, former Vicar of East Malling
and now retired to Offham, will recount his
life experiences firstly working in the
Metropolitan Police and more recently as an
ordained Priest in the Church of England.

Malling Art Club
The Malling Art Club
both encourages and
promotes the amateur
artists within our midst.
We have 65 members and cover a wide
range of subjects where experts from all
painting disciplines demonstrate and give
advice on their particular techniques
whether it is watercolours, oils, acrylics or
line drawing.
This month’s meeting is on Thursday 29th
March from 7.45 to 10.00 p.m. in Offham
Village Hall when Keith Morton will
demonstrate and talk about portrait or still
life using acrylics.
If you wish to come along and sample one
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club
please contact our membership secretarydetails on the club website at
mallingartclub.co.uk.
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OFFHAM VILLAGE HALL

We need a
Bookings Manager!
Are you looking for a
rewarding, part-time,
volunteering role?
We have our weekday/night bookings all in the system,
so the focus is on finding someone to manage
private bookings on a weekend.
Enquiries usually come in by email with the occasional 'phone
call, and payment is primarily by BACS and paid at the time of
booking to our Treasurer.
We mainly have children's parties and the Mums and Dads are
a pleasure to work with, and we now have lots of repeat
customers which is lovely.
It would require someone who lives locally, as customers
return the key by dropping it through a letterbox.
As we are a small charity, there is no payment but your
expenses are paid. I have derived a great deal of pleasure from
doing it and I am sure someone else will too.
If you can spare a couple of hours per week
Please email: offhamvillagehall@outlook.com
or call me for a chat - 01732 605376
Valerie
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Lent Together at St Gabriel’s
During Lent St Gabriel’s has started a
church Lent project and Bible Study.
As a Church, during this season of
preparation and study, we will be
colouring giant Stations of the Cross
posters before and after church and also
at other times. The aim is to have them
all ready in time for use at our Easter
Services.
The pictures we are using have
accompanying Bible study material that
can be used by individuals or families
and form the basis of our Lent Group.
Why not join us for a different way to
journey through Lent.
Lent Together @ The Vicarage
Colouring and Bible Study
Wednesday's 14 & 28 March
1.30-3.30pm
Colouring, Pizza and Bible
Saturday 4-6pm

Some of the Messy Church members
tuck into their supper!

One of the Stations to be coloured, and (inset)
young and old colouring and studying together.

St Gabriel's Messy Church
After several years of experimenting with
similar ideas, in October 2016 St Gabriel's
officially launched Messy Church on
Kings Hill. Since that time we have
welcomed many people from across Kings
Hill and the Cluster joining us on a
Sunday afternoon for a service that
involves crafts, tea-time food and worship.
This popular and growing service is aimed
at all ages who want to explore their faith
through different activities. Sometimes it
is assumed that the service is aimed at
families and children only, but this is not
the case. The idea is to create a form of
worship that can be intergenerational and
offers an opportunity for all ages to
explore Bible themes in interactive ways.
Our next Messy Church is on Palm
Sunday, 25 March where we will be
exploring the Easter story, so why not join
us at 4 PM at the Discovery School.
14

1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
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Cluster Youth Group
according to Bethya Green, age 13
Over a year ago a cluster youth group
started for Year 7 and upwards and I
decided to go along! It is one Thursday a
month from 6.00 p.m. till 8.00 p.m. and so
much fun! We often cook or make
something to eat each evening and we play
games, and we look at all sorts of Christian
or religious aspects for that time of year.
Sometimes we look at Bible stories that are
relevant to what we are doing that night.
It is a safe place to laugh, make new
friends, have fun and learn about God.
Everyone is supportive of your views and
your decisions. One of my friends from
school comes with me every time and I
look forward to going with her, and

meeting up with
other friends from
our Cluster of
churches.
When we get
there the time
goes so quickly
that I am usually
sad for it to be
over!
It is one of my
Bethya Green
highlights every
month and I
would recommend it to anyone! So come
along and give it a go! You won't be
disappointed!

Cluster Youth Group

8th March - Mum’s the Word
29th March - Cluster Seder Meal
Second Thursday of every month 6.30pm-8pm.
Food, Fun and Faith
For all in school Year 7 upwards
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Holy Week and Easter
around the Cluster

St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
All St Gabriel’s services take place at the Discovery School, Kings Hill

Sunday 25 March, 10.00 a.m.
Sunday 25 March, 4.00 p.m.
Friday 30 March, 10.00 a.m.
Sunday 1 April, 10.00 a.m.

St Lawrence’s, Mereworth
Sunday 25 March, 9.30 a.m.
Thursday 29 March, 7.00 p.m.
Friday 30 March, 2.00 p.m.
Sunday 1 April, 9.30 a.m.

St Michael’s, Offham
Sunday 25 March, 9.15 a.m.
Friday 30 March, 9.15 a.m.
Sunday 1 April, 6.45 a.m.

Sunday 1 April, 9.15 a.m.

Palm Sunday,
including admission of children to Communion
Messy Easter
Interactive Easter
Easter Sunday Family Communion Service
including an Easter Egg Hunt
Family & Scout Parade Service
with Rev Pat Dickin
Maundy Thursday Seder Meal service
for the Cluster with Rev Pat Dickin
(please book ahead of time to come).
Meditations on the Cross
with Rev Pat Dickin
Easter Sunday Family Communion Service
with Rev Pat Dickin
Palm Sunday Holy Communion
with Rev Brian Fortnum
Good Friday Morning Prayer
with Rev David Green
Easter Sunday Dawn ‘Sunrise‘ Service
with Rev David Green
Outdoor service to watch the sunrise,
followed by sausages in a bun and a mug of coffee or tea!
Easter Sunday All-Age Holy Communion
with Rev David Green
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St Mary’s, West Malling
Sunday 25 March, 10.00 a.m.
Thursday 29 March, 9:30 am
Friday 30 March, 11.00 a.m.
Friday 30 March, 2.00 p.m.
Friday 30 March, 3.30 p.m.
Sunday 1 April, 8.00 a.m.
Sunday 1 April, 10.00 a.m.

St Dunstan’s, West Peckham
Sunday 25 March, 11.00 a.m.
Sunday 1 April, 11.00 a.m.

Palm Sunday Holy Communion
with Rev David Green
West Malling CEP School End-of-Term Service
The Good Friday Walk of Witness
beginning at St Thomas More RC Church
Good Friday Quiet Hour
X:plore Easter (crafts and activities for children)
Easter Sunday BCP Holy Communion
with Rev David Green
Easter Sunday All-Age Communion
with Rev Jim Brown

“Sunday 45”
with Rev Pat Dickin
Easter Sunday Family Communion Service
with Rev Pat Dickin

continued from page 3
All this is nothing new. Whether you call
these activities ‘pro-bono’, ‘skill-sharing’ or
‘civic entrepreneurship’, the challenge
before us is to give of our time and our
talents to improve society on a voluntary
basis, and with no financial gain.
It’s about more than just signing a petition
or making a donation. Sometimes you may
well contribute your skills and your time to
something already going on. I’ve already
mentioned a few things going on locally
that you could take part in.
But I would love to think I live in and serve
two communities where there is such a
groundswell for this kind of thing that
people are empowered to team up with
other neighbours, share their talents and
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entrepreneurially find their own new ways
to benefit ‘the common good’.
It might be public health, climate change,
education, account ability of local
government, the church, local services, care
of the elderly, mental health, the local
ecology and wildlife.
And don’t tell me you don’t have the time.
If you have time to sit in front of the telly
for more than four hours a week, you have
time to take an hour or a couple of hours
each week to make a difference!
So instead of giving something up for Lent
this year, could you take something on?
Make West Malling, Offham or Kings Hill
an even better place to live, and gain some
useful experience and
skills in the process?

From the
Parish Registers
Interment of Ashes
3rd Feb Joan Baker
22nd Feb Loriano Pasquini

St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
11th Feb Fleur Parker
11th Feb Molly Atkins
18th Feb Alysia Brinn
25th Feb Arthur Jennings
Funerals
2nd Feb Jacynth (Jacey) Greenfield
6th Feb Sylvia Edkins
26th Feb Joan Payne
26th Feb Vera Murray

St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Baptisms
4th Feb Olivia Messenger
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Get informed…
the Ryarsh quarry debate
Trio doesn’t often get involved in
local politics, but since we are
aware that a good number of
people seem to be unaware of
the current discussion around a
proposed quarry in Ryarsh, we
thought it was worth trying to
spread the word.
Kent County Council are
currently considering Ryarsh as a
The approximate site of the quarry, sandwiched
location for a sand quarry. The site, between the M20 (on the right) and the A20 (left).
on the western side of Roughetts
Road will be subject to 24 years of a n d
their
concerns
at
excavation and five years of restoration. ryarshprotectiongroup.com.
Lorries will be entering from the A20 and Our local MP, Tom Tugendhat has
then using Roughetts Road, when fully published his own response to the
loaded, to exit the site. The location that c o n s u l t a t i o n o n h i s w e b s i t e a t
will be dug up is a part of the Kent Downs www.tomtugendhat.org.uk.
AONB (Area of Natural Beauty) and
The reason why we’re covering this news in
includes ancient woodland, public
Trio is because St Michael’s, Offham is
footpaths and agricultural land and will
mentioned in KCC’s report as being
border directly onto homes on the road,
potentially affected by the proposals.
some of which are listed properties.
Furthermore, many residents of West
The Council have also identified a site in Malling and Offham will be regular users
Lenham as another source to fulfil their of the A20 and may find their journeys
soft sand requirements and a further 7 sites affected by any increase in traffic.
around Kent for sharp sand and gravel.
Whether you wish to argue in support of
Their requirement is for 5m tonnes of soft
the proposals, or against them, you have
sand, Ryarsh has 3.1m and Lenham has
until March the 29th to make your views
4m.
known.
Ryarsh Parish Council held a public
You need to send your letter to KCC
meeting at their Village Hall on the 29th
Minerals & Waste Planning Policy, 1st
January and over 300 people showed up to
Floor, Invicta House, Kent County
discuss the proposals.
Council, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX or
An Opposition Pressure Group has started you can email mwlp@kent.gov.uk.
up and you can find out more about them
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Sermon of the month
Ven Julie Conalty, Archdeacon of Tonbridge
at David’s Induction and Installation as Vicar and Rector,
St Mary’s, 22nd February 2018
Readings: Ephesians 2.13-end, John 17.20-end
‘That they may all be one…’
According to Jesus, all who love the name
of the Lord are welcomed and he wants us
all to be one with him and the Father. But
how on earth are we going to achieve that
sort of unity?
Fortunately, Jesus doesn’t suggest that our
unity is dependent upon our ability to agree
on everything or to find one systematic
theological worldview that we all hold in
common.
Bishop William Temple, Archbishop of
Canterbury, once said, "We meet in
committees and construct our schemes of
union. In the face of the hideous fact of
Christian divisions we are driven to this;
but how paltry are our efforts compared
with the call of God! The way to the union
of Christendom does not lie through
committee rooms, although there are tasks
to be done there, it lies through personal
union with the Lord so deep and real as to
be comparable with his union with the
Father."
Bart Simpson (yes that Bart Simpson) put it
another way by reminding everyone that
Catholics, Lutherans, Baptist, Episcopalians
and the rest are all part of the same religion
and that, as he put it, “the little stupid
differences are nothing compared to the big
stupid similarities”.
But what Bart missed was that the big
similarity wasn’t a matter of doctrine.
Rather, the “big stupid similarity” is the fact
that we are all equally and deeply loved by
God.

David is questioned on his vows at his
Induction, while the Archdeacon sits nearby.

Our unity doesn’t come from being part of
one worldwide church infrastructure. It
doesn’t come from ‘Churches Together’
agreements, or even from our diocesan,
archdeaconry or deanery structures.
The unity for which Jesus prays is deeper,
richer and more consuming than all of
those such things. The fact is that God in
Christ has brought us together into the
intimate unity of the family of God. Quite
simply, we are all God’s children.
However, if your family is anything like
mine, your day-to-day life is not marked
with constant good will and co-operation.
Anyone walking past my Vicarage hearing
my son and I shouting at each other will
know this. We disagree, we annoy each
other; basically we have conflicting needs.
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But we are family, and if love is at the heart
of our relationships, and forgiveness is
liberally applied, there is still a family unity
and loyalty which acts like a glue that holds
us together.
In my experience, the church as the family
of God has characteristics similar to other
family units but with infinitely more
possibilities for disagreement and
dissension. It is no wonder then that St
Paul saw the primary task of the church as
one of reconciliation.
But it is worth noting that to reconcile is to
bring into harmony and not into unison.
The musicians among you will appreciate
and know there is a dif ference.
Reconciliation does not erase differences; it
seeks to bring them into workable accord.
God has given us the responsibility of
declaring the Good News that, because
Jesus died for us all, we have already been
reconciled with God. And because of that
reconciliation with God that has already
taken place, we are therefore to be
reconciled to one another. That is the unity
for which Jesus prays.
So our calling begins with reconciliation,
calling people to share God's love, joining
with other Christian churches in declaring
the glory of Christ, living out the goodness

of God. But part of our oneness in Christ
also includes unity of purpose.
Church unity is not about sitting around
splitting doctrinal hairs or holding
Churches Together songs of praise services.
Rather, we will find unity as we work
together for the Gospel. It is about
planning strategies for ministering to the
needs of those around us - the poor, the
homeless, the sick, the refugee, the isolated,
the excluded, the vulnerable. If we share a
vision of how to respond to these needs and
work together to make that vision become a
reality, then we will, indeed, become One.
That is what our Diocesan vision ‘Called
Together’ is all about.
So the prayer of Christ for unity does not
compel us to rush to the negotiating table
in an attempt to reduce our Christian
differences. In fact unity is not even
something we can decide to do or work
toward. Being made one with Christ is
something that has already been
accomplished; it is up to us to accept it and
then begin to live it!
Our unity is a gift of God to us. It is part of
the saving work of Christ. Let us accept that
unity and reconciliation and work together
for the Kingdom of God.
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Why is the church
debating Downs Syndrome?
At the most recent Group of Sessions for
General Synod, the Synod voted
unanimously in favour of a motion which
called on the church to “value people with
Down’s Syndrome”.
The news of this vote was comprehensively
misunderstood on social media (and in some
mainstream media) as if the church had not
placed any ‘value’ on such people before.
Did we really need to have a debate to
decide on that kind of question? But to say
that was to misunderstand how Synod
works, or indeed the motion’s intention.
The motion had been prompted by the
availability now of non-invasive pre-natal
testing (NIPT) for Down’s Syndrome.
Something that, it is feared, will lead to an
increase in both the pressure placed on
expectant parents and the practice of
terminating a foetus purely on the basis of
having Down’s Syndrome alone.
The concern is not about of f icial
Government policy but actual practice,
which consistently appears to put pressure
on parents. The comedian, Sally Phillips,
who attends her local church and whose 11
year old son Ollie has Down’s Syndrome,
talked at a lunch-time Synod meeting about
friends of hers who had been approached
nine times during the course of their
pregnancy to discuss the possibility of a
termination.
As both the debate, the briefing paper, and
the fringe meeting with Sally Phillips made
very clear, the concern about NIPT is that it
is very hard to say, as a society, that we truly
value a group of people when you are
seeking to eliminate them.
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The comedian Sally Phillips
with her 11 year old son, Olly.

Despite the language in much public debate,
NIPT and abortion is not about ‘ridding the
world of Down’s Syndrome’. It is not a
disease. Effectively the Church is worried
that society is seeking to eliminate people
with Down’s Syndrome.
Seen in this way, Synod’s debate and
unanimous vote to “value” people with
Down’s Syndrome was about making a
public declaration to the Government and
to society at large that all human life is to be
equally celebrated, and that people born
with Down’s Syndrome are as much children
of God as any other person. Terminations
should not be offered on that basis alone.
The resolution also put pressure on
Government and relevant medical bodies to
ensure parents are given comprehensive,
unbiased information concerning the
c o n d i t i o n . T h e re s o l u t i o n f u r t h e r
encouraged dioceses and local churches to
review their activities and their welcome for
people with Down’s Syndrome; something
of particular relevance to us at St Mary’s,
West Malling.

Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace, published by Canterbury Press.

Real church signs (A ‘snow special’)
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
To most (sane) people the New Year starts
on 1st January, but in my world it’s
somewhere during the month of March!
I don’t have a precise day because the
garden will tell me when the New Year
begins. When I say the garden tells me,
what I mean is that I start to notice the first
real signs of life within it.
The biggest clue is most definitely the
daffodil, with its yellow trumpet head. It
really does bring the sunshine back. Also
awaking from their winter slumber are the
mainstays of every garden; the buds are
breaking on the shrubs and the perennials
are making their first tentative steps out of
the soil.
With daylight hours increasing (and the
temperature rising) I have sufficient time to
get the garden in good shape for the coming
months.
There really is plenty to get on with but it’s
important to focus on the jobs that need
doing now to give maximum benefit to the
garden by doing them right.
The bright coloured stems of the dogwood
(Cornus) during the winter months will only
be maintained if they are coppiced now.
Also the wonderful Smoke Bush (Cotinus)
with its vibrant purple leaves in the summer
would benefit from being pollarded and
Elder (Sambucus) will also prosper from this
hard pruning technique.
This may seem radical but the benefits will
be seen within months. Late flowering
Clematis (July onwards) should now be cut
back to about 60 cm from its base, or two
fat buds, whichever is the lower.

This may seem extreme but the profusion of
flowers come summertime will be worth it.
Be brave and you will be rewarded.
Most horticultural books suggest pruning
hydrangeas and (hardy) fuchsias this month
but I personally hold back until early April,
especially with fuchsias. There can be quite a
bit of die-back and I would rather wait for
the bud to break thus knowing where to
prune.
With the sun getting higher in the sky, the
temperature rising, moisture present in the
ground (and in the air) the lawn will now
start to grow.
However before you run out and give it its
first cut of the year, check over your
lawnmower and most definitely the mower’s
blades. Make sure they are sharp and
undamaged (stones in the lawn tend to
bend or take nicks out of them). Sharpen or
replace as required. Then and only then go
out and cut the lawn.
Oh but wait! Set the blades to the highest
level beforehand as cutting more than a
third off at this early stage will hinder its
health. I know it’s probably looking a bit
bedraggled but, cutting little and often is
much better for the lawn.
So there it is. My year has started in earnest
and for the next few months it will be pretty
much non-stop as I strive to get all my
gardens into the best shape they can be. I
hope I’ve inspired you to do the same.
Adam McKay

26

TRIO
Advertising Rates for 2018
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£10.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£15.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £30.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page

£50.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact Phil Coupland
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Calendar for
Sundays in March
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

