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From
David
Don’t tell the Liturgical Police but I have
kind-of-adopted our February All-Age
Services as a time each year to mark
Candlemas (even though it technically
would have been celebrated by the time
those services happen).
Candlemas marks the moment when Joseph
and Mary took the infant Jesus to the
Temple in Jerusalem to “present him to the
Lord” (Luke 2.22). Although Jesus and his
earthly parents were obviously Jewish and
the practices therefore different, there are
similarities between that episode in Jesus’
early life and the experience of parents in
our day and age who bring their children to
St Mary’s or St Michael’s for a Christening.
Each Candlemas now we invite the families
who have had a Christening in the last year
to join us at our All-Age Service in the
month of February for a special Candlemas
celebration of Baptism!
It gives us a chance to reconnect with those
families, see the children a few months on
as they begin to grow-up and celebrate these
wonderful miracles that God gives us, our
children.
Of course, over the years, as families come
back again and again, and as the children
grow and can understand in more detail, it
gives them a chance to learn more about
their Baptism and explore faith for
themselves. For many of us, most of us
p e r h a p s , we d o n ’ t r e m e m b e r o u r
Christening because we were so young when
it happened. So I think it’s important to
teach the children about what took place,
what their parents and godparents promised
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to do for them, and why all that matters as
they journey on.
In the six or seven years I have been here, I
have conducted somewhere in the region of
200 to 250 baptisms. A staggering thought.
As much as I enjoy celebrating with the
parents because all babies are unbelievably
special, there is also a sadness for me in the
fact that we simply don’t see those 200 odd
children in church on a regular basis. It
would be a nice, if somewhat chaotic,
problem to have.
In thinking about why we don’t see them, at
the heart of the issue I think there is
something of a theological mismatch going
on. What the parents think is happening
and what the church think is happening are
often different. What is said, promised and
prayed in a Christening is not necessarily
what the parents think they are saying.
Somewhere we are missing each other.
With West Malling Abbey now home to a
theological college, as it happens we have
five future Vicars on a “Mission Placement”
with me at the moment. I’ve asked them to
do a piece of work on Baptism and look
into our practice as churches. I’ve given
them total permission to pull apart what we
do, to criticise me if they think I’m failing
our families, and leave no stone unturned
in seeing what we can do to improve. They
will speak to the parents about their
experiences and expectations too, and try to
ponder the mismatch I sense is there.
It’s a piece of work that will obviously help
us here in our parishes but I think it will
also be useful thinking for them in their
continued on p17

From
Mark
I still remember the feelings of nervous
anticipation and worry every year around
Valentines Day. Would I receive a card? Did
anyone like me? What would happen if I
sent a card and it wasn’t well received?
I’m not sure if you ever had the same
feelings at all, or if you were one of the
pretty or popular people who always
received a card. Well sadly I have to admit
that I wasn’t and most years I never received
a card.
Of course like many of our modern
interpretations of traditional dates in the
Calendar, Valentines Day has become very
commercialized, and the pressure and hype
around the day can make many feel very
uncomfortable and sometimes even
rejected.
This year Ash Wednesday (the start of Lent)
coincidentally starts on Valentines Day. I
think it is quite that a day that the world
celebrates love is this year also the day that
we turn our eyes towards our preparation
for the time in which we mark God’s
ultimate act of love as Jesus died on the
cross. John 3:16 says “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.”
Whilst the world has transformed
Valentines day to focus on Eros, the Greek
word for romantic, erotic, passionate love.
But as Christians on Ash Wednesday, we
begin to contemplate the Greek word Agape.
A word for love which is all about
commitment and sacrifice.

But our response to that sacrifice must
always involve the demonstration of Christ’s
love to others. We read in 1 Corinthian 13
‘And now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of these is love.’
Late in January, I noticed that the
Government has launched the Loneliness
Project. It goes some way to showing the
scale of our challenge in this country if
Government feel that loneliness needs to be
addressed.
As Christians we have the opportunity to
show hope, love and companionship to
those who are lonely by demonstrating our
commitment to them whoever they are,
whatever age they are. Making time, being
present, showing interest and concern,
loving the people around us through
practical acts of kindness and service.
If you live near someone who lives alone, or
you know someone who does, this
Valentines Day, why don’t you make a
choice to focus on Agape instead of Eros?
Show them they are not forgotten,
demonstrate God’s love for them, check on
how they are and see if they would like a
chat.
Mark
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On-site Computer Repairs
Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Wired/Wireless Network Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Backup Solutions
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
Professional Foot Care
in the comfort of your own home
Treatment and removal of Corns,
Callus, Cracked Heels,
Hard Skin, Verrucas,
In-growing Toe Nails,
Thickened / Fungal Nails,
Nail Cu@ng and DiabeCc Care.
All treatments last 40 minutes
and end with a relaxing foot massage
Contact Sharon Williams
MAFHP MCFHP BSYA (AD. Reﬂex)
07974 953822 / 01732 674046
or email
sharonengland@sky.com

News around the Cluster
Date rescheduled:
David to be made “Vicar and Rector” in
a special February service!
Regular readers will be aware that, in
December, we announced Rev David was to
be made ‘Vicar and Rector’ in late January.
Unfortunately the service had to be
postponed! Offham’s patronage is in the
hands of the Sovereign and there wasn’t
sufficient time for Her Majesty to issue the
Letters Patent required.
The service will now take place on
Thursday the 22nd of February at 7.30 p.m.
All the congregations of our Benefice are
welcome to join together for that service as
we worship God and pray for David and his
family as he takes on this new role.
We are pleased to welcome Ven Julie
Conalty, the new Archdeacon of Tonbridge,
who will be with us to licence David Green
as the new ‘Vicar of West Malling and
Rector of Offham’.
When David was appointed in 2011, he was
licensed as ‘Priest-in-Charge’. While the job
he has done for us is identical in almost
ever y respect to
that of a Vicar,
this formal
‘upgrade’ in his
status as our
Minister does give
him a better
security of tenure
in his role and
represents an
important step forward for our parishes as a
whole.

The Start of Lent - Cluster Services
All Age ‘Messy Lent’ Cluster Service
Sunday 11 February 4 p.m.
St Gabriel’s Kings Hill will be hosting us at
the Discovery School on Sunday 11
February for a “Messy Lent” service with
pancakes, craft activities themed around
Lent and a service. Every one and every age
is welcome.
Ash Wednesday service with Ashing
Wednesday 14 February 10 a.m.
Pat Dickin will be leading a traditional Ash
Wednesday service on Wednesday the 14th
of February at 10 a.m. at St Lawrence’s,
Mereworth for anyone and everyone who
would like to begin Lent with an act of
worship and repentance.
Women’s World Day of Prayer
The theme for this year’s Women’s World
Day of Prayer is ‘All God’s Creation is Very
Good’ and there will be a service, using
material prepared by Christian women in
Suriname on Friday, the 2nd of March at
10.30 a.m. at St James the Great, East
Malling. There will be refreshments before
the service from 10.00 a.m.
Suriname is a beautiful
country. It boasts wonderful
forests and mountains and has
great rivers with impressive
rapids. It is a country rich with
f lowers and animals, and
provides enough food for all. In
this year’s service the women of
Suriname urge us to cherish God's exquisite
gift of Creation and to commit ourselves to
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caring for God's world responsibly, so that
we may pass it on, unspoiled, to future
generations.
As we pray with and for the people of
Suriname, we shall be part of a great wave
of prayer encircling the globe - starting as
the sun rises over Samoa, continuing as it
makes its way around the earth, and ending
some 36 hours later as the sun sets over
American Samoa. The service we are
participating in will have been translated
into over 60 languages and 1,000 dialects
and will be celebrated in 170 countries.
This is not a day of prayer just for women everyone is welcome to attend the service –
men, women and children.
Our local branch of Women’s World Day of
Prayer is also in desperate need of a new
Secretary, and if we can’t find one our
Branch will have to close. If anybody would
be able to take it, on please contact Issy
Macdonald, Celia Stevenson or Christina
O’Sullivan for more details.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
Kent County
Council has
l a u n ch e d t h e i r
consultation to
determine which
bus routes will be
cut, and which
they will continue
to support. It is
e x t r e m e l y
important that everyone responds.
We all know someone who relies on
buses. Whether it’s children trying to get
to school on time, or elderly members of
our community trying to get to their
hospital appointments, our bus service is
a vital part of our travel network. Buses
are incredibly important. The 4, 77, 148
and others all act as lifelines for those
who may not otherwise still have their
independence.
I have spoken to local bus companies and
encouraged them to respond to the
consultation, which they have assured me
they will do. Without KCC funding,
there will inevitably be a loss of services
and there is no guarantee that other
companies will take on these routes.
I am fighting to save our bus routes, but I
can’t do it without your help. Please
respond to the consultation on the Kent
County Council website by the 28 March
to ensure that we keep these vital links. If
you have any questions, please email me
at tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk.
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
In January, Rev David and a Working
Group of the PCC were pleased to
present proposals to both the regular
Church Congregations and the wider
West Malling community for a new
extension to St Mary’s, dubbed “The
Madge Rogers Room”.
Primarily to provide a dedicated space
for a Creche for our toddlers and a
Sunday School for the primary school
age children in our church, the
proposals envisage a south facing
extension that could be accessed either
through a new door in the south aisle’s
east wall or from the Churchyard.
Having such an extra space, with a toilet
and other facilities, will also be useful for
other meetings during the week, and we
hope it will enable both church and
community users to find a helpful space for
meetings and events.
On Sunday 21st January, Rev David used
his sermon slot to present the proposals and
both the 8am and 10am congregations were
asked to give their feedback and rate their
response on a scale of 1 to 10 where 10 was
the most positive and enthusiastic.
The congregations gave the proposals a
huge thumbs up with an average score of
9.26 out of 10. The lowest score was a five,
one six and the rest all eights, nines and
tens.
The following Saturday, we opened the
process up to the wider community and
were encouraged to see a good number of
people make time in their schedules to
come and view the plans. Rev David gave
another presentation and, again, everyone

A 3D rendering of the proposals for a new
extension to St Mary’s Church

was invited to provide feedback. The
average scores was a little lower but still
extremely positive. The average score was
8.8 out of 10 but no-one scored the
proposals lower than a seven!
Both the congregations and the wider
public had several good points to make in
the feedback and the Working Group are
taking on board the variety of feedback
received, including the need to allow for
refreshments in the extension (and not just
in church). As much as everyone liked the
amount of glass in the design and the light
and airy feel it will create, the Working
Group were also asked to think hard about
how to keep the south-facing room cool in
the summer months and to ensure security
and safety issues are properly dealt with.
The Consultations were the first of several
that will take place in 2018 as we continue
to formulate plans and work out what is
possible and how best to meet our needs.
We recognise too that some of the other
parts of the potential project may be more
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controversial as we look at the main body of
the church and how we can best re-order to
both preserve the history, and the awe and
wonder for worship, and yet also provide
crucial facilities like toilets, disabled access,
refreshment facilities and better heating.
The idea of calling this extension “The
Madge Rogers Room” comes from Madge
Rogers, formerly Churchwarden and also
Sunday School teacher at St Mary’s who
lived on Offham Road and left a significant
sum of money to St Mary’s in her will.
Together with the proceeds of the sale of
the Church Centre, Madge has given us a
great chance to realise some of our hopes
for the future. As someone who was a
Sunday School teacher for many years, it
seems especially fitting to remember Madge
in a room that will bless this and future
generations of children.

St Mary’s history book reprinted
We have organised a digital reprint of the
1904 book A History of the Parish Church,
West Malling by Rev A.W. Lawson. Original
copies are quite rare and so we’ve had the
book digitally reprinted. You can buy a copy
for £10. All proceeds go to the Capital
Project.
Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
On Monday 12th February
we l o o k fo r w a rd to
hearing Penny Nicholls
who is coming to tell us
about the work of Age
Concern. Our meeting
will be held in the Church
Tower at 2pm.

We are grateful to Offham School for giving
us a lot of toiletries for the Women’s
Refuge, as did some others who had seen
that our box in Church had been raided.
The staff at the refuge were very pleased to
have such a boost just before Christmas.
All are welcome to come to this next
meeting or any of our meetings.
Gail Crutchfield

Christmas in West Malling
It was another very busy Advent and
Christmas period in West Malling. Fields of
Life joined us for our Carol Service.
Together we were able to raise almost £700
on the night; the equivalent of three and a
half years of education for a girl in a
Primary School in East Africa!
West Malling Community Choir and The
Heart of Kent Hospice hosted Christmas
Concerts too. The Hospice were able to
raise somewhere in the region of £4,000
towards the work of the Hospice from their
event, which is a tremendous amount.
One of the big highlights this year in
Advent was the ‘Come and Sing! Handel’s
Messiah’ event on Sunday the 10th of
December. We welcomed recent West
Malling resident Jamie Meaders as our
Maestro for the afternoon and he rehearsed
a 100 plus choir for a few hours on the
Sunday afternoon before they delivered an
enthusiastic rendition of the Christmas
portion of Handel’s Messiah to a supportive
audience.
Rev David was one of a number of people
who admitted to having never sung Messiah
before and it was great to see a real mixture
of accomplished, experienced singers and
those who just wanted to give it a go. David
certainly loved the experience and is
continued on p17
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St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Offham Lent Course
Offham’s Lent
Conversations
begin
on
Wednesday 21st
Februar y. St
Michael’s will join
together with our
friends at Offham
M e t h o d i s t
Church, and
welcome anyone
else who wishes to
join us, for a series
of meetings to share our Lent preparation
using the York Course - “On The Third
Day”. We start in the Methodist Hall with
a cup of tea at 3.45 p.m. and then listen to
the York Course CD at 4.00 p.m. The CD
gives background and inspiration for the
topic of the day and we then have informal
discussion, led by the group leader. We aim
to finish by 5.00 p.m.
The resurrection is the Big Story that
turned a little Jewish protest movement into
a world-transforming religion, yet by Easter
Monday we’ve almost forgotten about it and
are planning our summer holidays! How
can we re-capture the explosive power of the
resurrection that had such impact around
the world? How can we live in the glow of
resurrection and be an Easter people?
On the course CD Simon Stanley puts
questions to Rev Prof Tom Wright, former
Bishop of Durham, Paul Vallely, journalist
and broadcaster, Rev Ruth Gee, former
President of Methodist Conference, and
Bishop Libby Lane.
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Offham Open House
This month’s
meeting, will take
place on Thursday,
1st February at 10.00
a.m. at Suzanne
Young’s House, 23 Pepingstraw Close. Ann
Kneif will give a talk on The Women’s
Land Army and look at the life of those
working in the Women’s Land Army
during World War Two; the jobs they were
expected to do and their own thoughts on
their work and recreation.
Offham Methodist Church
Our “Tea & Chat” continues on the first
Tuesday of the month
with scheduled
meetings on the
6th of Februrary
and the 6th of
March. We will be
meeting in the Church
Hall from 2.00 p.m. until 4.00 p.m. You are
invited to come and join us to meet old
friends and may be make some new ones
over a cup of tea.
Offham Picture House
The Offham Picture House will be opening
its doors again on Saturday 3rd February,
when we are starting with something to
cheer up February - 'Wonder Woman'!!!
On Saturday 3rd March we will see 'Their
Finest' and on Saturday 7th April 'Dr.
Strange'.
These movies are all recent releases and we
think they will look great on our super size

screen. All the usual
extras - movie meals
and refreshments. For
3rd February, please book by Tuesday, 30th
January with Eddie at the box office offhamcinema@icloud.com.
As always, we look forward to seeing you
and sending you home with a smile on your
face.

each month at Offham Village Hall
commencing at 7.45 p.m. We cover a wide
range of subjects where experts from all
painting disciplines demonstrate and give
advice on their particular techniques
whether it is watercolours, oils, acrylics or
line drawing.
This month’s meeting is on Wednesday,
22nd February from 7.45 to 10.00 p.m. in
Offham Village Hall. Stephen Cheeseman
Offham Village Hall
will talk about “Movement in
The Village Hall Committee are once again Watercolours”.
holding a Race
We also hold a successful summer
Night
on
exhibition, painting in monthly sessions,
Saturday, 17th
and painting workshops where members
Februar y in
can gain experience under the watchful eye
Offham Village
of expert tutors.
Hall at 7.15
If you wish to come along and sample one
p.m. for a 7.30
of our meetings, we charge £5 per guest or
p.m. start in aid
visitor, or if you wish to join the Club
of Village
please contact our membership secretaryProjects.
details on the club website at
Tickets are £10
mallingartclub.co.uk
per person,
If you have interests in art why not come
which includes
a F i s h a n d The riders are at the start line along to one of our meetings to see if we
can bring out the budding artist in you.
Chip supper.
and ready to go!

Bring your own
drinks. The
Race Night is a ‘pull along horses’ event
with lots of participation needed! 36 village
‘jockeys’ required! Tickets are available
from: Wendy Williams on 01732 841501.

A look back at Christmas in Offham
It feels a long time ago now, but St
Michael’s was able to enjoy a wonderful
season of Advent and Christmas services in
2017 to mark the occasion with regular
congregation and the wider village
community.
Malling Art Club
Richard King once again teamed up with
The Malling Art Club
our regular Director of Music, Stewart
both encourages and
Biggs, the King family and guest singers to
promotes the amateur
provide a choir for our Carol Service. The
artists within our
pews were packed once again for this
midst. We welcome
new members that have an interest in special treat in our annual calendar as we retold the Christmas story in Bible readings
furthering their passion for painting.
We have 65 members and monthly and sang a selection of Christmas Carols,
meetings are held on the last Thursday of both the familiar favourites and interesting
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less well-known. Richard and the Choir
sang several pieces as well to both entertain
and inspire.
The Christingle Service was once again
full of children, parents and those who
enjoy the format as we told the Christmas
story with an impromptu Nativity which
involved dressing up any and all children
who wanted to take part. Rev David then
got out his big Christingle (see photo) to
explain some of the symbolism of the
increasingly popular Moravian import.
The climax of
the service was
an opportunity
for all the
children to line
up in the
Chancel, light
their own
Christingles and
sing Silent Night
and Away in a
Manger with all
the lights off
and only the
Christingle
candles and the
fairy lights to
The children line up in the
Chancel to sing Away in a Manger, illuminate the
dark church. A
holding their Christingles.
magical moment
each year.
Just before Christmas, we were pleased to
help pack out The Kings Arms on the
Green in Offham for an evening of mulled
wine, mince pies and raucous singing which
included everyone’s favourite Carols and a
few Christmas songs like The 12 Days of
Christmas, Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer and
I’m dreaming of a White Christmas.
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Rev David gets out his over-sized Christingle
to talk with the children. Advent 2017.

Poetry
Performance

Commuter
Sketchbook
in transit, in reflection

by

James Miller
7:30pm 24th
February 2018

Free Admission
(voluntary contributions)

Offham Village
Hall ME19 5NY

News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
A look back at Christmas
History was made for St Gabriel’s this
Christmas when our church’s first ever
Midnight Communion took place on
Christmas Eve. In previous years, it has
been difficult to arrange without yet
having a church building of our own but
we took the plunge this year and it was
good to see all those who came; a good
mix of visitors and regular St Gabriel’s
members.
Alongside that historic moment,
Christmas started for St Gabriel’s with
the second Carols around the Christmas
tree in Liberty Square (see photo).
Hundreds of people from the community
joined our local schools and the Salvation
Army singing carols and watching the
lights as they were switched on by the
Mayor of Tonbridge & Malling, our new
Archdeacon Ven Julie Conalty, the
District Commander of the Salvation
Army and our local MP Tom Tugendhat.
The tree was adorned
with stars decorated by
the children from the
schools of Kings Hill.
Our Messy Church
and Christingle
service on Christmas
E ve c o n t i n u e d t o
attract a growing
number of people
from the community
too.

The Liberty Square Christmas Tree
on the night of Carol Singing, December 2017

St Gabriel's Men’s Group
It was great to see all those who could
make it last Saturday for the Men’s Curry
Night. The plan for 2018 is currently being
formed and ideas include another meal
out, Curling, a Board Games evening, a
w a l k o r h i ke s o m e w h e re ( m ay b e
Bedgebury or Ightham Mote start to
S e ve n o a k s f i n i s h) ,
maybe a 24/48 hrs
away somewhere?
If you would like to
join the Kings Hill
Men’s Group, please
feel free to contact Rev
Mark (contact details
on p2) to join the
email list. You’re very
welcome to come and
to participate as and
when you can.

Messy Church & Christingle
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1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AcCviCes, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
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Cluster Youth Group
In January 2017 the Cluster Youth Group
was launched with a Pizza Night. One year
on and the group is still welcoming new
members, and we have done a mix of
activities across the year. Meeting on the
second Thursday of every month from 6.30
p.m. to 8.00 p.m. every session includes
food, faith and fun. As well as the regular
meetings we have also joined diocesan
youth 1Won events including bowling and
midnight ice-skating. We also took part in
the Cluster Seder Meal on Maundy
Thursday last year.
If you know someone in school year 7 or
above, who would like to join the group
please put them in touch with Rev Mark
Montgomery or Karen Webber from St
Gabriel’s (see p2 for contact information).

Members of the Youth Group enjoying
one of their recent activities together.

Cluster Youth Group

8th February - Don’t stop, stopping
8th March - Mum’s the Word
29th March - Cluster Seder Meal
Second Thursday of every month 6.30pm-8pm.
Food, Fun and Faith
For all in school Year 7 upwards
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continued from p10
working with Jamie to put on Faure’s
Requiem around Easter.
The Christmas Eve/Christmas Day period
was very busy because Christmas Eve fell on
a Sunday this year. It meant that the Sunday
morning had its usual run of services at 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. themed around the fourth
Sunday of Advent.
In the afternoon, we switched gears with
the two Christingle services in which the
Sunday School did a fabulous Nativity play
and Rev David was on hand to explain the
Christingle to all the children and adults
who came. The two services at 3.30 p.m.
and 5.00 p.m. were both very busy and we
were able to raise nearly £1,000 for the
continued from p1
future ministries, whichever church they
end up serving. Wherever they go, they’re
going to be doing plenty of Christenings
after all.
It’s not all about theology and expectations.
One of the biggest issues for parents is time
and busyness. Many parents tell me that
they would like to be in church more often
but all sorts of things get in the way.
Football, rugby, swimming, ballet clubs,
special music exams or one-off events. For
some families, they have to cope with
grandparents living at a distance. For some,
weekends are the times when the children
to go to see Dad or Mum if there has been a
divorce. Sundays are the time to travel and
see family.
Life is busy. I get that. I have three children
too and I understand the pressures. But
what I say to all our families on a regular
basis is to “find a rhythm that works for
you”. I can guarantee that, for any family
seeking to take seriously their Baptism vows,
life will always throw things at you. But if
17

Children’s Society from ever yone’s
generous donations.
At Midnight that evening, David led the
first Communion of Christmas Day. You
can read his sermon from that service in
our ‘Sermon of the Month’ feature on page
20.
Then, the following morning, services took
place at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. as usual to
celebrate Christmas Day. The children came
armed with one of their favourite Christmas
presents to show everyone and space was
given over in the service to a ‘Show and
Tell’ so that they could show us what they
found under their Christmas Tree and talk
about why they liked it so much.

you don’t make time for the things that are
important and carve them into the diary
and into the rhythm of your week or your
month or year, if you don’t make time for
the things that really matter to you, they
won’t happen. It’s as simple as that.
Whether it’s eating together around the
table on an evening, or making time to have
fun together, holidays, birthdays, special
events at school and, of course, attending
church and giving the children a chance to
explore faith, to explore God. If you don’t
protect that time and make it part of the
rhythm, 101 things will always be there to
distract you or get in the way. Distract you
and obstruct you they will.
Wouldn’t it be amazing if every single one
of those 200 plus children started finding
their rhythm and their place in our
churches? It would be chaotic, messy, busy,
fabulous, vital, demanding, wondrous,
stressy, incredible and brilliant!
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From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
10th Dec Rose Reeves
28th Jan Harvey Murrison
Funerals
21st Dec John Austin
28th Dec Harry Fuller
4th Jan Doris Spice

St Michael’s, Offham
Baptisms
21st Jan Fleur Stephens
Funerals
22nd Jan Michael Blackburn
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Baptisms
21st Jan Yasmin Clark
Funerals
24th Jan Leilia Thawaits
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A book recommendation
for Lent
Whether we are comfortable calling
yourself a Christian or not, Lent has
remained part of our popular
consciousness in this country. A time to
give something up, take something on, a
chance to detox, or reflect or prepare. An
annual opportunity to take stock and see
how you’re doing.
This year, why not read a book? Perhaps
we can even suggest a book to read.
Resilient by Sheridan Voysey is a book of
90 readings designed in such a way that
you have to slow down and take the book
slowly. Read a little bit every day, just like
a Lent devotional, and allow the picture to
build over time.
As Sheridan points out, some days we
wake to a world of crystal skies and bright
possibilities. Other days the rain is pelting
our windows and thunder rattling our
roofs. How can we stay strong when the
storms of life hit? When a spouse leaves? A
client sues? Unemployment strikes? Illhealth lays us low? Our dreams fail? Is it
possible not just to weather these trials,
but to bounce back even stronger?
After facing his own fierce storm, Voysey
tried an experiment. He would read Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount every day for a
month. That experiment continued into a
second month, then a third, as he
discovered Jesus’ astounding invitation for
weak people to become strong, little
people to become great, and for all of us to
find resilience by putting these radical
teachings into practice.

There are six sections: Your Invitation,
Your Calling, Your Relationships, Your
Practices, Your Choices and Your Resilient
Life.
Each reading starts with a verse, usually
from the Sermon on the Mount, a page
and half of contemplation using a real life
example, or one from the Bible, and then
two questions to ponder and answer at the
end.
Rich with stories and deep with
insight, Resilient is a journey of 90 readings
designed to recalibrate your callings,
relationships, spiritual practices, and life
choices — helping you to find resilience.
Available from all good bookstores now.
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Remembering God:
Faith in a Time of Dementia
ST BENEDICT’S CENTRE
8TH FEBRUARY 2018
10am- 4pm

£30
inc. lunch &
refreshments

When we can no longer remember God, will God remember us?
And if so, how might we be called to respond?
James Woodward, Principal of Sarum College and Coordinator for
the Centre of Human Flourishing, will explore what it means to be a
Christian at a time when the number of people living with dementia
is rising rapidly.
A day for clergy and lay ministers who are looking for tools to guide
their prayer, thinking and ministry, and whose faith has been stirred
or challenged by their encounter with people with dementia.
Bookings via
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Spaces limited to 35
CMD Grants available

…a place apart

www.stbenedictscentre.org
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Sermon of the month
Rev David Green,
at Midnight Communion, St Mary’s, 24th December 2017
Readings: Isaiah 62.6-12, Luke 2.8-20
There are few things in our modern world
that are so hopeful and also hopeless as a
football fan!
Every August/September time, the new
season begins every team has zero points
and every football fan might think to
themselves “this is our year”. The first game
of the season, everyone at the stadium is
bright and the sun is shining and
everything seems possible.
The world is full of hope and life and joy
and expectation. And then the other lot
score the first goal and the hope starts to
evaporate.
And for those of who are us suffer the curse
of with living with football fans, it must all
seem so hopeless. I mean if you support
Gillingham, or Maidstone, or even
Charlton, or West Ham, or Tottenham,
realistically, what hope have you got?
As soon as the big boys wade in - the megamoney… you might as well get your coat.
And yet we go anyway.
England fans every World Cup year start so
full of expectation and end up so
disillusioned. But we go anyway, we hope
anyway, we cheer anyway, because this time,
it might be our time.
When you think of Shepherds in this
Nativity story, forget your images of
children with tea-towels on their heads.
And forget shepherds as gentle men in flat
caps whistling at sheep dogs. The shepherds
who met Angels would have been quite
different.
These shepherds basically lived outside
most of the time. It was hot and dusty in

the day, cold and dark at night, and
sometimes even wet. The rain was about as
close as any of them got to a shower or
bath, let alone a shave: hairy, dirty, smelly
men. They lived lonely lives with only their
fellow shepherds and sheep and goats for
company.
And if you visit the Middle East today, you
can still shepherds herding their flocks of
sheep and goats. It’s a practice that
continues even now, keeping both together
in the same herd at the same time.
In those days, these shepherds were not just
smelly loners. They carried weapons and
they knew how to use them. Their task was
to fight off nasty animals like bears or lions
that would come looking for an easy meal
amongst the sheep. They grazed sheep over
everyone else's land, and were prone to get
stroppy if you argued. They were very poor
and could not care less what people thought
of them. And they could drink for Israel.
In short, they were rough, tough,
uneducated, heavy, unkempt, smelly,
occasionally violent, proper blokes. Some
people might even say they were thugs.
Israel had all sor ts of hopes and
expectations in those days. They saw
themselves as a chosen race, God’s own
people… a light and a witness to all nations.
They trusted that promise and they believed
it as ardently as any football fan believes
good things for their team at the beginning
of the season. If not more so.
And yet, for the most part, they saw
precious little to justify their hope. They
were beleaguered, downtrodden. In the
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time that Jesus was born Israel was occupied
territory, living under a foreign ruler and
foreign army, their way of life was constantly
threatened and compromised.
And those Shepherds were, for the most
part, not even allowed to be part of that
conversation. Outsiders, unclean, uncouth,
rough, tough, poor. And yet, even if there’s
not much time for hope when you live hand
to mouth as they did, I bet they had their
hopes and dreams nonetheless.
I wonder what hopes are in your heart?
Even those ones that you see precious little
sign of ever being realised. Where are those
hopes?
Are they close by, always there, active parts
that make you you? Things that motivate
you and hopes which you work towards?
Perhaps even daily.
Or have you buried them down deep? Not
even daring to hold them too tightly,
because you fear the pain of never seeing
them come to pass?
I hope…
I hope for a world in which my kids can
flourish. I worry about the politics of this
country and the world; Trump and North
Korea, Climate Change, the Middle East,
Brexit. I worry about what sort of cost will
be on university education by the time my
kids are old enough to go, and if they go will it be worth it? Will they get a job that
pays well? Will they be safe and secure? I
hope for good health… and I worry about
the NHS. I am concerned for my parents,
and for my wife’s parents. They’re not
getting any younger and neither am I.
Life can be very fragile. I see it frequently
when I help families with funerals, and I’m
now in that so-called sandwich generation,
caring for my parents as well as for my kids.

I hope too for my churches to be full of life.
Vibrant communities of faith and hope
where, on a daily basis, we seek to serve the
needs of people around us and show the
teaching of Jesus in our actions and our
words.
I know too that’s a high standard to aim at,
especially when our society doesn’t seem to
much care about faith, or even about
character… values, a moral compass.
But I hope nonetheless.
And I hope for England to win a World
Cup! Sometime, anytime, just once even…
before I go to glory. Please God, let me live
to see such a day!
“The hopes and fears of all the years are
met in Thee tonight…”
Isn’t that what we sing at Christmas?
When the Angels sang and those thuggish
dirty, smelly Shepherds watched with their
mouths on the floor. Did their hopes and
fears find a meeting, a satisfaction, a
realisationin a child, lying in an animal’s
feeding trough?
I don’t imagine that very many of us are
keen followers of Major League Baseball in
the USA. But the Chicago Cubs are
famous, very well reputed in the States,
for being historically bad, for losing… a lot.
Between 1908 and 1945, the Cubs came
close a couple of times but in 1945 the
Cubs lost [the] that World Series and for
the next 71 years they never even got a sniff
of that championship game let alone
winning it.
Generations of Chicagoans had lived and
died without ever seeing the Cubs win a
World Series. It lived long in their memory
and in the psyche of fans, ownership,
players and coaches.
But then in October 2016, something quite
extraordinary happened.
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The Chicago Cubs won the World Series.
For the first time in 108 years, the Cubs
were champions. And as you might
imagine, the Cubs fans went ballistic.
Wrigley Field, where the Cubs play their
home games, became a centre of celebration
and extraordinary community festivity.
And in amongst all of that, on the outer
brick wall of Wrigley Field, their home
ground, a fan wrote a message of thanks in
chalk.
Gradually more and more messages began
to show up. Some fans brought step ladders,
others perched on each other's shoulders to
find space enough on the wall to scrawl a
message.
Kids wrote their names, because there is
nothing better for a 7-year-old than being
told you can write on something you can’t
normally write on.
And when people were done with their
message, they left the chalk on the
pavement for someone else to use.
In all of that spontaneous community
outpouring, the thing that I noticed most of
all was the number of people who decided
to write on the wall, the names of loved
ones who had died… (mostly men, but also
women). Life-long Chicago Cubs fans who
had lived their entire lives, season-uponseason, and never seen their team reach
their promised land.
On a day like that, with such long-held
hope never realised for faithful fans who
had never seen their dreams come to pass, it
was their children, and their children’s
children who made sure that those people
were not forgotten. That their hope was not
in vain. They made sure they became part
of the celebrations too.
It was a clear demonstration in our modern
world that hope still matters. That faith

matters. I know we might sit here as Brits
not much caring about Baseball and say “it’s
just Baseball”. But for those Chicagoans…
baseball is not just baseball. For a football
fan, England winning the World Cup is not
just football. For a parent, university fees are
never just university fees. For someone
who’s sick, the NHS is never just the NHS.
For a woman hoping to fall pregnant, that
pregnancy test is never just a pregnancy test.
They are about life. They represent the
hope that, when life feels dark, every
human heart hungers for light. When
nothing seems to be happening and your
soul feels like a desert, it’s about finding
living water to drink.
It’s.. all… about... hope.
It’s about the most unlikely group of smelly,
hairy Shepherds living on the fringes of
society doing a job that few people wanted
to do, being the ones chosen to receive a
message for all Israel and for the world.
“And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace, good
will towards humankind.’”
It is my prayer this Christmas for myself,
but also for you and for all whom you love
and care about, that we may live lives full of
faith and hope. Hope for a brighter and
better day in the world we know and
inhabit.
And I pray that in the person of Jesus
Christ a baby born to be King, sure, but
more than that, a man who said “come to
me, all you who are weary” and said “I am
the light of the world, whoever follows me
with not walk in darkness but have the light
of life...”, I pray that in him, this Christmas,
you may be filled once again with hope.
Amen.
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Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and can be found in the book How to avoid the Peace, published by Canterbury Press.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
As we enter February most of us feel there is
no end to winter, whatever winter we've
encountered. Be it torrential rain, heavy
snowfall, bitterly cold wind or just grey day
after grey day without any sign of the sun.
But not me! There are glimmers of colour
arriving in our gardens which warm my
heart. The winter Aconite is a purer yellow
than any winter sun, the Snowdrop is
graceful and pure, whilst the Crocus starts
to fill our lawns with whites, yellows and a
warm mauve that will make you take a
second look. Then there is the real show
stopper, the Hellebore. It has a range of
colours that really cuts through the grey
murk. I have three largish plants under my
apple tree (they've been there for five years
now), one is crimson and the other is such a
deep purple that it's virtually black. They
look fantastic after a covering of snow!
I personally need to be outdoors when the
weather allows, as there are plenty of tasks
that need to be done before Spring arrives
and to ensure a bountiful harvest of fruit
and flowers.
Perhaps apart from leaf clearing, I love all
aspects of gardening but my favourite task is
winter pruning. It’s the knowledge that a
rejuvenating prune will herald more growth,
thus more buds, more flowers and fruit!
Roses have a special place in my heart and
I'm lucky to be able to tend to two rose
gardens as well as dozens of climbing roses
in the gardens that I tend. Now is the time
to prune to them to get the best out of these
wonderful plants.
Why now? Well, the cold weather has

made them dormant so any hard pruning
won't send them into a growing frenzy only
to have the soft growth burnt by a frost.
How much do I prune? I can take off up to
a third. I look at the oldest stems and cut
them down to ground. It may sound drastic
but remember roses only flower on new
growth.
If it is a climber then as new growth appears
it is more plyable and can be trained as a
lateral. In turn that will mean the sap
doesn't rise to the top and it will give you
flowers along the whole stem. That's why
your roses only have flowers 10ft in the air!
If it's a shrub rose then by taking out the
old stems, you will allow better air
circulation and help fight pest and diseases.
What else? Make sure the fallen leaves are
picked up from around the plant and give it
a good layer of organic matter. This will
stop any of last year’s diseases from going
back into the soil.
This technique can be performed on any
shrubs that flower after June (Spirea and
Continus are good examples).
So as you look out of your window just
think. If you could spare a hour or two in
your garden doing this now, what extra
delights you'll enjoy when the sun does
eventually return.
What's that? It's cold? It's windy and wet?
Well there's a gardeners saying: “there's no
s u c h t h i n g a s b a d w e a t h e r, j u s t
inappropriate clothing!”
Adam McKay
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TRIO
Advertising Rates for 2017
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£8.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£14.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £25.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page:

£44.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact Phil Coupland
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Calendar for
Sundays in February
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

