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From
David
Nick Saban is recognized as one of the best
coaches in university American Football. He
has won five national championships. In his
career, his teams have won nearly 80% of
the games he has coached; a great record.
His defining and highly successful
philosophy is what he calls “The Process”.
Instead of asking his players to focus on
winning the next game, he asks them to
focus on what the next action is. The next
drill. The next play. To Saban, it’s not the
outcome that’s important, it’s the “process”.
In his own words:
“We try to define the standard that we want
everybody to work toward, adhere to, and do on a
consistent basis... being responsible for your own
self-determination, having a positive attitude,
having great work ethic, having discipline to be
able to execute on a consistent basis, whatever it
is you’re trying to do, those are the things that we
try to focus on, and we don’t try to focus as much
on outcomes as we do on being all you can be.”
Saban has recovered something that I think
our nation has sadly lost, and that loss is
never more apparent in the UK than in the
run-up to Christmas. To our considerable
detriment, we have become all about the
end goal.
We all have goals. We want to write a novel,
go on a diet and lose a stone, become an
entrepreneur, retire early, have children.
Sometimes the goals are easier to realise - we
want to celebrate a lovely Christmas with
family and friends, sparkly lights, turkey and
trimmings, fizz and maybe a Carol or two.
But if we live life from goal to goal, we can
fall into the trap of only being happy when

we reach that desired end. If all you want is
a wife, it feels ‘less than’ until you get what
you want. Romance, getting to know one
another, enjoying the friendship? Love is
cheapened and we treat it cheaply.
Sometimes our goals aren’t within our
control. I can’t make someone publish my
book. If the outcome doesn’t meet my
expectation, if I’m all about the goal, I will
feel disappointed. I end up either aiming for
things I know I can guarantee (so I am never
disappointed) or I don’t try at all.
Sometimes we aim arbitrarily. We want to
lose a stone, and then get disappointed
when we only lose 9 pounds. We are robbed
of the joy which should have been ours.
But if we focus instead on the “Process”, we
get to enjoy the journey. Furthermore, if
and when the goal is reached, there isn’t an
enormous anti-climax because it was never
entirely about the goal anyway.
So ignore Christmas Lights in November,
John Lewis TV adverts and Black Friday
deals. Eliminate the clutter! Embrace
Advent! Welcome the “Process”! Prepare in
that traditional and ancient sense that our
forebears understood and we have lost.
Christmas will come. It starts on the 25th of
December. But the message of Advent and
one that will serve you well with your New
Year Resolutions too, is that it is the journey
that matters. Don’t fret for end results.
Enjoy your Advent and, when it comes, may
“the Process” bring you greater blessing this
Christmas!
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From
Mark
Wait, stop, pause!
I am sure we all know those frustrating
journeys that seem to delay us. You know
the ones where every traffic light seems to
turn red just when you approach it?
Of course, these journeys normally happen
when you are in a rush, a little bit late for
an appointment, or trying to catch that
train that you left the house just a little bit
too late to definitely make easily.
Those journeys normally become full of
anxiety and frustration, as you know that
you need to be somewhere but time is
running out. Those pauses or stops at traffic
lights can become really frustrating and
annoying, and you normally arrive at the
destination feeling more fraught than you
should.
But what if there was another way?
At this time of year, of course, the same
thing happens with Christmas.
There are two views on Christmas. There
are those who just can’t wait to get there
and those who have had enough of it by the
1st of December!
There are those who will get frustrated
because they are desperate for Christmas to
arrive so that presents can be opened, family
can be gathered, friends can be enjoyed.
There are also those, on the flip side, who
can’t wait for it to be over. Like those traffic
lights that delay your hurry when you are in
a rush, everything that seems to prolong the
wait just gets annoying.
But what if there was another way?
What if we used the pauses as useful

prayer time? During Lent, we observe a
period of waiting and preparation to get
ready for the big festival and celebration of
Easter Sunday.
As a church we observe a similar period of
Advent. Unlike Lent where traditionally
people fast and give something up, Advent
doesn’t have that same sense of abstinence.
But Advent is a time of waiting and
preparation for the coming Christ
nonetheless.
It’s a waiting that can be a frustration, but
there is also usefulness and value in that
waiting. Time to pause in the busyness of
preparations for Christmas, time to prepare
our hearts and minds for what is about to
come is never wasted.
Throughout December there are services
and activities around our group of churches
that will allow you to pause in the run up to
Christmas and re-focus on the real meaning.
From the Advent Study group, Advent
Carols, through to the ser vices on
Christmas Day.
Many of our churches are open during the
day too, and at times you could just step
into your local church building to pause for
a few moments and to pray?
Like the traffic lights that turn red, I pray
that you will find ways of stopping this
Advent and Christmas and in so doing give
yourself a chance to focus on the real
meaning of the season.
Mark
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On-site Computer Repairs
Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Wired/Wireless Network Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Backup Solutions
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk

For the freshest and most beautiful trees,
come and buy directly from us,
the growers.

£5 off a tree with this advert
Wreaths – Stands – Lights – Decorations
Choose your tree for cutting at weekends
Grotto open weekends starting 25th November
Live Reindeer, Children’s play area, food area,
train ride, and more!

Open 7 days a week from 11th November
Email: info@kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk
Tel: 01622 843780 Fax: 01622 843410
www.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk

Gravelly Bottom Road,
Kingswood, ME17 3NU

IT’S CHRISTMAS KEEP IT REAL

Advent & Christmas services
around the Cluster
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
All St Gabriel’s services take place at the Discovery School, Kings Hill

Sunday 24 December, 10:00 am
Sunday 24 December, 4:00 pm
Sunday 24 December, 11:15 pm
Monday 25 December, 10:00 am

St Lawrence’s, Mereworth
Sunday 3 December, 5:00 pm
Saturday 16 December, 5:00 pm
Sunday 17 December, 5:00 pm
Wednesday 20 December, 6:16 pm
Sunday 24 December, 9:30 am
Sunday 24 December, 5:00 pm
Sunday 24 December, 11:00 pm
Monday 25 December, 9:30 am

St Michael’s, Offham
Sunday 17 December, 4:00 pm
Tuesday 19 December, 8:00 pm
Thursday 21 December, 8:00 pm

Morning Worship at the Discovery School
Messy Nativity and Christingle at the Discovery School
Children to come dressed as a nativity character, or
we can find an outfit for them so that all can take part.
Midnight Communion at the Discovery School
All-Age Communion
The Young (and Young at Heart) are encouraged to bring
one of their presents with them to ‘show and tell’!
Advent Carol Service
with Rev Pat Dickin
Children’s Nativity and Carol Service
Nine Lessons and Carols
The Empty Chair Service
for those grieving and for whom Christmas will be hard.
with Rev Jim Brown & Betty Earl.
Family Communion for Christmas Eve
with Rev Jim Brown
Christingle
with Betty Earl.
Midnight Communion
with the Archdeacon of Tonbridge, Ven. Julie Conalty
Christmas Day Family Communion
with Canon Alan Vousden
Christingle Service
St Michael’s Carol Service
with Richard King & friends Guest Choir
Carols in the Pub
at the Kings Arms, Offham

continued over the page
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St Michael’s, Offham (continued)
Sunday 24 December, 9:15 am
Advent 4 Holy Communion
with Rev David Green
Monday 25 December, 9:15 am
Christmas Day All-Age Communion
with Rev Jim Brown
The Young (and Young at Heart) are encouraged to bring
one of their presents with them to ‘show and tell’!
St Mary’s, West Malling
Saturday 2 December, 2:00 pm
Wednesday 6 December, 7:00 pm
Sunday 10 December, 2:00 pm
Sunday 24 December, 3:30 pm
Sunday 24 December, 5:00 pm
Sunday 24 December, 11:15 pm
Mon 25 December, 8:00 am
Mon 25 December, 10:00 am

St Dunstan’s, West Peckham
Sunday 17 December, 8:00 am
Sunday 24 December
Sunday 24 December, 3:00 pm
Monday 25 December, 9:15 am

Christmas Fayre
with Raffle, Stalls, Tea, Cakes, Bakes and more.
St Mary’s Carol Service
in conjunction with and raising money for the
Fields of Life charity, working in Africa.
Come and Sing! Handel’s Messiah
Rehearsals from 2 till 4.30, performance at 5.00 p.m.
Christingle Service with Nativity
Christingle Service with Nativity (repeated)
Midnight Communion
with Rev David Green
Christmas Day BCP Holy Communion
with Rev David Green
Christmas Day All-Age Communion
with Rev David Green
The Young (and Young at Heart) are encouraged to bring
one of their presents with them to ‘show and tell’!

Holy Communion
with Canon Alan Vousden
No morning service
Christingle
with Canon Alan Vousden
Family Communion
with Canon Jean Kerr
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News around the Cluster
Exploring Benedictine Worship
at West Malling Abbey
Prayer. It’s become the elephant in the
room for most of us Christians, right? At
church it looms large. There’s plenty of talk
about it, but if you’re honest you just don’t
know where to begin, and, worst of all,
you’re absolutely convinced that everyone
apart from you is doing it all the time!
As so often happens, the more people talk
about something, the less they actually seem
to be doing it. A recent survey found that a
third of Christians never pray, 36% never
attend church, 60% never read the Bible.*
These st atistics may provide some
reassurance if we are struggling, but the
situation is far from ideal.
So, how do we stop talking about prayer
and start doing it? How can we go about
deepening our Christian knowledge and
experience, our faith? Fortunately, great
minds have been working on this for rather
a long time. St Benedict in the 6th century
drew up a system of short daily prayer
services, known as offices, which are still
used today by the Benedictine nuns of West
Malling Abbey.
Join me at the St Benedict’s Centre this
Advent for three fun, practical evenings
exploring how the daily office can help us
to stop struggling and start enjoying daily
prayer, Bible reading and fellowship in the
midst of our often chaotic lives.
Debbie Bambrick

EXPLORING BENEDICTINE
WORSHIP
ST BENEDICT’S CENTRE
MONDAYS 7PM- 9PM
4TH-18TH DEC 2017
Open To All
£25 Includes refreshments
www.stbenedictscentre.org
email: bookings@stbenedictscentre.org.
tel: 01732 353651

David to be made “Vicar & Rector” in a
special January service
On the 28th of January 2018, normal
Sunday services will be suspended and one
service will be held for the Benefice at 10.00
a.m. at St Mary’s, in West Malling.
We are pleased to welcome Ven Julie
Conalty, the new Archdeacon of Tonbridge,
who will be with us to licence David Green
as the new ‘Vicar of West Malling and
Rector of Offham’.
When David was appointed in 2011, he was
licensed as ‘Priest-in-Charge’. While the job
he has done for us is identical in almost
every respect to that of a Vicar, this formal
‘upgrade’ in his status as our Minister does
give him a better security of tenure in his
role and represents an important step
forward for our parishes as a whole.
All the congregations of our Benefice are
welcome to join together for that service as
we worship God and pray for David and his
family as he takes on this new role.

*www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/14/churchengland-christians-never-read-bible-survey-finds/
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Pat Dickin unavailable over Christmas
Eagle-eyed Christmas service planners may
have noticed that our friend Rev Pat Dickin
is mostly absent from the rota for West
Peckham and Mereworth over Christmas.
Unfortunately, Pat requires medical
treatment in December which necessitates
some time off afterwards for proper
recuperation. We would ask everyone to
respect her privacy and give her and her
family appropriate space while she focusses
on some necessary R&R. Pat hopes to be
back in action for the Cluster Service on 7
January.
Help Pilsdon when you shop
Pilsdon has been selected to be one of the
Tesco's Bags of Help charities at the West
Malling store during November and
December. Please consider supporting
Pilsdon by putting the blue tokens you
receive at checkout into the Pilsdon box in
store. They could receive £1000, £2000 or
even £4000 if they receive the most tokens.

Tom Tugendhat MP writes for Trio
As we approach
C h r i st m a s a n d
New Year, it’s a
good time to look
back on all that's
happened, and
everything we’ve
achieved together.
My working life
has changed this
year in two elections. First, I asked for
your support to continue as your voice in
Westminster, and I’m hugely grateful for
your continued confidence. I have also
been elected by other MPs to chair the
Foreign Affairs Select Committee. That
is a lot more work, but one thing stays the
same and that is my dedication to the
community in West Malling, Offham and
Kings Hill.
To ensure I continue to earn your
support I have been focussing on issues
that matter to us all over the past year.
We need buses to take kids to school and
help people get out of the house. That’s
why I’ve been l working hard to fix the
network. I am pleased that progress is
being made, but there is more to do and I
will work with bus companies, schools
and the council to resolve problems.
Next year I’ll continue fighting for better
transport links for everyone. I’m sure that
together we’ll see improvement.
I hope you all have a wonderful and
relaxing Christmas and New Year.
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas and Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable and fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER and SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE and
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
For some time now, a Sub-Group of St
Mary’s PCC has been working on plans
for a re-ordering of our church building.
The congregation have had several
chances over the last couple of years to
hear early ideas and contribute to the
thinking, and in January 2018, we
anticipate the next step when we host
f u r t h e r m e et i n g s fo r b ot h t h e
congregation and the wider community.
At this stage, the first focus will be on
the proposal for a modest extension to
be situated on the south-side of the
church over (what is currently) the boiler
house. It is the one part of the project
that will need planning consent as well as
faculty permission, and so it’s important
that work on this aspect of the proposals
moves ahead so that we can work on other
elements while that particular aspect
navigates the necessary planning consents.
“The Rogers Room” (as the Sub-Group
have been calling it) is primarily about
providing a place for a Creche for our
toddlers and a Sunday School for the
primary school age children in our church.
Since the Church Centre was sold in 2015,
the children have been having to make do
with meetings at the Vicarage and with a
Creche in church but neither is ideal.
Having such an extra space will also be
useful for other meetings during the week
and it will a provide a highly conducive
space which will be available for other
community groups to use as well.
The idea of calling this extension “The
Rogers Room” comes from Madge Rogers,
formerly Churchwarden and also Sunday

Photo of St Mary’s from the Witham Matthew
Bywater Collection, taken in July 1891

School teacher at St Mary’s who lived on
Offham Road and left a significant sum of
money to St Mary’s in her will. Together
with the proceeds of the sale of the Church
Centre, Madge has given us a great chance
to realise some of our hopes for the future.
As someone who was a Sunday School
teacher for many years, it seems especially
fitting to remember Madge in a room that
will bless this and future generations of
children.
On page 12, you can find out about a new
printing of the 1904 history book about the
church. In reading that book, and as is also
clear from the photograph above taken in
1891, the church has a long history of
change through several re-orderings.
Each time such a reordering has taken
place, the common thread has been that the
people of West Malling have sought to
enable mission and ministry amongst their
community by reconfiguring the building to
meet the challenge.
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Continued on page 23

St Mary’s history book reprinted
We have organised a digital reprint of the
1904 book A History of the Parish Church,
West Malling by Rev A.W. Lawson. Original
copies are quite rare and so we’ve had the
book digitally reprinted. You can buy a copy
for £10 at the Christmas Fayre or thereafter.
All proceeds go to the Capital Project.
Mothers’ Union
for Mothers and Others.
We enjoyed Margaret’s interactive talk on
Remembrance last month and look forward
to meeting up for our Christmas Lunch at
Spadework on Monday 11th
December between 12
p.m. and 3 p.m.
Sadly our toiletries for
the Women’s Refuge box
was raided recently, so
please give any donations to
a member of M.U. who will pass them on
to me or to Marion. It would be good to be
able to take another load to the Refuge
before Christmas, so if anyone can buy an
extra bar of soap or toothbrush or any other
items when you are doing your shopping it
would be appreciated.
Gail Crutchfield

If you want to sing Carols this Christmas
You can find out more about Christmas
services on pages 6 and 7. However, there
are other things happening too.
West Malling Community Choir
WMCC are hosting a Christmas Concert
on Sunday 3rd December at 5pm at St
Mary’s. In conjunction with the choirs of
two local primary schools, More Park RC
Primary and West Malling CEP school. It
should be a magical concert. Tickets from
any choir member, from the schools or on
the door.
Handel’s Messiah, 10 December
See page 19 for details of how you can take
part in a special ‘Come and Sing’!
Heart of Kent Hospice
HOKH are hosting a fundraising Christmas
Carol Concert on Wednesday 13th
December at 7pm at St Mary’s. Drinks and
canapés will be served half-way through the
evening. Entrance is free but HOKH ask for
a donation from everyone towards their
very valuable work.

12

St Michael’s Offham
News and Muse
Christmas Services at St Michael's
Sunday, 17th Dec at 4.00 pm
Traditional children’s Christingle Service.
An afternoon candle-lit service for all the
family with carols, a family-friendly talk
from our Vicar and Christingles for all the
children.
Tuesday, 19th Dec at 8.00 pm
Parish Service of Lessons & Carols
An evening candle-lit service of Christmas
readings and carols with guest Richard King
and friends leading a special choir to
complement the congregation’s singing! A
good tip is to bring a torch if candle-lit carol
singing sounds like it may be hard to read.
Sunday, 24th Dec at 9.15 am
Advent 4 Holy Communion Service
and the following morning
Christmas Day at 9.15 a.m.
All-Age Holy Communion
Children, young and old, are encouraged to
bring one of their presents with them to
‘show and tell’ as part of a special Eucharist
for Christmas Day.
Also to note
‘Carols on the Green’ in the Kings Arms
pub is on Thursday the 21st at 7.30 p.m.
Come and sing carols and classic Christmas
songs with a glass of mulled wine.

Offham Open House
Offham Open House
meet on Sunday 3rd
December at The
George
in
Trottiscliffe at 12.30
for 1.00 p.m. sit-down when partners are
also invited.
The next meeting in the New Year will be
on Thursday, 4th January 2018 at 10.00
a.m. for our AGM at the home of Inas AlMurrani, Blue Hills, North Meadow.
Further information from Committee
Members.
Then on Thursday, 1st February 2018 Ann
Kneif will give a talk on “The Women’s
Land Army”. A look at the life of those
working in the Women’s Land Army during
World War Two, the jobs they were
expected to do and their own thoughts on
their work and recreation. The meeting
starts at 10.00 a.m. and will take place at
Suzanne Young’s House, 23 Pepingstraw
Close.

Your Methodist Church here in Offham
We invite you all to come and celebrate
Christmas in song on Friday 22nd Dec at
7.30 p.m. Carols around
the Christmas Tree
in the Hall with
coffee and mince
The Children’s Society
pies and poetr y
Linda Graham would
readings for the
be grateful if Children’s
season.
Society collecting box
Sunday, 24th Dec at 11.00 a.m.
holders could bring
their boxes to church during December for Service with carols and readings, led and
opening.
read by members of the congregation
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Christmas Day, 25th
Dec at 10.30 a.m.
Coffee from 10.00 to
10.30 a.m. and a Christmas Thanksgiving
Service from 10.30 to 11.00 a.m.
As in previous years we are collecting gifts
of chocolates and biscuits which we like to
donate to “Homeless Care” in Maidstone to
pass on to homeless and vulnerable people
in the town. These should not be wrapped
but otherwise as you would give to a friend
(bring to Offham Methodist church or one
of our members by 17th December please).
A Christmas Special Tea & Chat takes place
on Tuesday 5th December and then in the
New Year on 2nd January from 2.00 till
4.00 p.m. in the Methodist Hall. All are
welcome to meet new and known friends,
come for the whole or just part of the time.

Offham Society
The Offham Society
Trivial Pursuits evening
was once again a great
success with 13 tables
sold in advance of the
event and a wonderful time had by all.
Suzie Williams and Sue Young did a
splendid job in running the quiz, ably
assisted by Marion at the quiz master’s table
ensuring that it all ran like clockwork.

Suzie, regaining the cup from Patrick
Bligh’s ODDS team. They also won a bottle
of bubbly with which to celebrate.
In a tightly fought quiz, the winning score
was a creditable 105
points after six rounds;
the runners up were
Colin Ellis’s team with
104 points, followed by
Patrick Bligh’s ODDS
with 98½. Con Brio
regained the cup
having first won it in
2010, which was very
appropriate as this year The Quiz Night Cup
marked 30 years since
the Offham Society
Trivial Pursuits started in the year of the
hurricane - 1987. Many thanks also go to
the Committee Members who once again
prepared the excellent ploughmans food for
the evening.

St Michael’s prepares for new organ
Following the difficult but necessary
decision to seek the removal of St Michael’s
old Thomas Jones 20th century organ, Rev
David, the Churchwardens and the PCC
were delighted to see a great response from
the community to our appeal for funds to
buy a new instrument.
With permission from the Diocesan
Chancellor obtained this Autumn, the old
organ was removed in September and the
new organ installed at the end of
November. It was used for the first time on
the Feast of Christ the King with the
opening hymn sung that day being “Rejoice
the Lord is King”.
Offham Society Quiz Night
The new instrument is a Wyvern Minuet
in full swing
224 digital organ with 24 speaking stops!
The winning team was Con Brio, and their Come along this Advent or coming
captain Mike Rowe received the cup from Christmas season to hear it in action!
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News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Advent Bible Study Group
As we approach Advent, our Advent Bible
Study Group will be meeting for the first
time on Tuesday, 28th November to
journey through advent together through
Bible study and prayer (details below).

St Gabriel's Mens Group
Our next meeting will be a curry night
followed by a trip to watch The Last Jedi!
Date and time to be confirmed but it will
be mid-late December. Speak to Mark for
more details.
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1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Ac3vi3es, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
17
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Come and Sing!
Handel’s

MessiaH

Sunday 10 December
at St Mary’s Church, West Malling

Join Maestro Jamie Meaders for a seasonal selection
of choruses and solos from Handel’s Messiah.
Enjoy Jamie’s energising and engaging rehearsal technique
from 2.00 till 4.30 p.m. followed by a performance
with chamber orchestra at 5.15 p.m.
We welcome family and friends who would like to come and listen to
the performance at 5.15 p.m. There will be a retiring collection.
We will be serving mulled wine and mince pies
at the end of the concert.
Singing places must be reserved by Friday 1 December 2017
pick up a form from church to book your spot
or email alexjmeaders@gmail.com.
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From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
19th Nov Arabella Olajide
St Michael’s, Offham
Baptisms
5th Nov Charlie Wilson
Funerals
21st Nov Patricia Patullo

Cluster Youth Group

14th December @ 35 Chestnut Close, Kings Hill
Second Thursday of every month 6.30pm-8pm.
Food, Fun and Faith
For all in school Year 7 upwards
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Sermon of the month
Rev Dave Baxter, West Malling Baptist Church
at the Service of Remembrance, St Mary’s, 12th November 2017
Readings: Deuteronomy 17.14-20, 1 Timothy 2.1-6a
May 1940 was a time of great crisis for the
British Empire and for the whole civilised
world.
On the 10th May Hitler had launched his
blitzkrieg against the Low Countries and
France. By the end of the second week in
May the French defences had been broken.
German Panzer forces led by Rommel and
his 7th Panzer Division burst through and
with lightning speed began a rapid advance
across France and Belgium.
Rommel’s armoured pincer movement was
threatening the British Army with
encirclement and our forces were being
obliged to withdraw.
Back at home Mr Churchill feared that it
would be his hard lot to announce the
greatest military disaster in our long history,
whilst on the 27th of May the German
High Command went so far as to boast that
‘The British Army is encircled and our
troops are proceeding to its annihilation.’
Taking stock, Mr Churchill said, ‘I thought
– and some good judges agreed with me –
that perhaps 20,000 or 30,000 men might
be re-embarked. The whole root and core
and brain of the British Army seemed about
to perish upon the field or to be led into
ignominious and starving captivity.’
All seemed about to be lost. But in that
context, Britain had a godly King.
His Majesty King George VI requested that
Sunday the 26th of May that year should be
observed as a National Day of Prayer. In a
stirring broadcast, he called the people of
Britain and of the Empire to commit their
cause to God.

The scene outside Westminster Abbey was
remarkable. Photographs show long queues
of people who could not even get in, the
Abbey was so crowded. So much so that the
following morning the Daily Sketch
exclaimed, ‘Nothing like it has ever
happened before’.
In our reading from 1 Timothy today, we
read the words “I urge then, first of all, that
requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone – for
Kings and all those in authority, that we
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness.”
From this passage I just want to highlight
three things:
Firstly, I believe prayer makes a difference.
There were three miracles at Dunkirk. For
some reason, Hitler overruled his Generals
and halted the advance of his armoured
columns. Second, a storm of unprecedented
fury broke over Flanders on Tuesday 28th
May grounding the German Luftwaffe.
Third, a great calm, such as has rarely been
experienced, settled over the English
Channel during the days which followed.
As a result of these three miracles, on the
4th June Mr Churchill made a statement to
the House of Commons in which he said
that ‘335,000 men had been carried out of
the jaws of death and shame to their native
land.’ He referred to what had happened as
a ‘miracle of deliverance’.
So prayer makes a difference.
Secondly, good Leadership makes a
difference.
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The call in this passage is to pray for Kings
and all those in Authority.
Britain in 1940 was blessed by its
Leadership. Mr Churchill and King George
VI - good Leadership makes a difference.
I thank God for the leadership that is
present here today with us. I want to thank
you for your service. I want to say that good
leadership makes a difference. We were
blessed in 1940 in Britain by its leadership
and I encourage us all to pray for our
leaders today. May God give you strength,
courage, wisdom and compassion.
So prayer makes a difference, good
Leadership makes a difference and thirdly,
ultimately, Jesus makes the difference.
At the heart of Remembrance Sunday is the
notion of Sacrifice. We stand together in
giving thanks for those courageous men and

women who have laid down their lives for
our freedom. We remember their sacrifice.
We live in the freedom of their sacrifice.
But this afternoon I want to point you to
the sacrifice of Jesus that Timothy mentions
in verse 5. Christ Jesus laid down his life for
you and me, he gave his life as a ransom.
The sacrifice of Jesus deals with our sin, the
sacrifice of Jesus fills our lives with peace,
the sacrifice of Jesus demonstrates his love
for you, the Sacrifice of Jesus offers us the
gift of eternal life.
So there we have it… prayer makes a
difference, good Leadership makes a
difference, and, ultimately, Jesus makes the
difference.
On this day of incredible sacrifice I point
you to the sacrifice of Jesus.

St Mary’s re-ordering
and the Rogers room
Continued from page 11

One can definitely make the argument
that our church remains active and in use
after hundreds of years because it has
always evolved.
In 1904 my predecessor, the Rev A.W.
Lawson was honest about the building’s
shortcomings at that time but he also
touched on the issue of our feelings when
things change.
He wrote: “To the uninitiated [our
church] was anything but beautiful… the
interior was bare and beggarly beyond
description. The round chancel arch of
brick and cement, the long windows with
their iron frames, the flat expanse of
white-washed ceilings, the galleries
supported on iron pillars, produced

feelings of dismay and depression in those
who had learnt to associate the House of
God with ideas of beauty of form and
richness of decoration; and yet, though
the gaunt building seemed to strangers so
unlike what a place of worship ought to
be, it was naturally full of hallowed
associations to those who had worshipped
within its sacred walls for years. To them
it was the parish church which they had
learnt to love; and we can sympathize with
the regretful feelings of some, when they
saw it taken down…”
There is a similar challenge before us
today. A great number of people can see
the issues we have and we are in the
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process of speaking honestly and discussing
them openly.
Both within the congregation and without,
a number of issues affect different people.
The heating system means that January can
be perishingly cold in church for services,
for the elderly in particular they effectively
have to decide not to attend church during
certain months. Especially because of the
lack of toilet facilities, which also affects
parents and young children.
For community events as well as church
gatherings, there’s no properly safe way to
prepare drinks and other refreshments. We
all make do as best we can, but there’s so
many things from toddler groups to lunch
clubs to community meetings that are
hindered, or indeed completely prevented
by the lack of proper facility.
Such community-based activity is also not
helped by our seating system. Pews can be
uncomfortable for concerts at Music at
Malling and they can’t be moved sensibly in
a way that would enable a toddler group or
a lunch club.
Of course, there are other things that would
be nice to see added or restored. I’m
personally keen to see the West Door
restored and re-opened so that Brides can
enter the church on their wedding day in
the traditional manner, and Standards can
be paraded from the West Door on
Remembrance Sunday.
I’m also very conscious that we lack any
kind of memorial in the church to RAF
West Malling and the role that the
servicemen and women stationed there
played in the defence of this nation during
the war and in the years after.
But in all this honest assessment of our
situation, like Rev Lawson at the turn of the
20th century, I am also very conscious that
while we need to move forward with care

and a listening ear for those people in our
community for whom the existing set-up is
“full of hallowed associations”. As Rev
Lawson said, for many of us it is “our”
parish church and one we have come to
love. Our spiritualities become entwined
with the building in which that faith and
spirituality is expressed and care must also
be taken to neither change for change’s sake
nor lose any sense of the ‘beauty of form’
and ‘richness of decoration’ that Rev
Lawson aspired to create in his re-ordering a
century ago.
There remains a long road ahead and many
steps to take and it remains vitally
important that we seek to hear and reflect
in our planning the views of clergy, lay
ministers, our regular congregation,
children and parents, the elderly, our local
school, our partners in ministry like our
local Funeral Directors, local residents
regardless of whether they attend worship,
heritage bodies and the diocesan advisers.
In January, there will be three key meetings.
Firstly, a chance for the Parochial Church
Council to discuss the plans, second the
regular congregation will be invited to a
special meeting.
Then on Saturday the 27th of January at 10
a.m. we will be hosting a meeting for the
wider community and you are all warmly
invited to attend, to review the work so far
and give us your thoughts on the Rogers
Room.
At the moment, that extension is the focus.
There will be time and future consultations
to see other parts of the plans as they
develop and comment upon them.
However, we hope you will join us and help
us re-shape our building for the future of
divine worship in this place and the future
health and well-being of us all.
Rev David Green
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Cartoon Church

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times
and is taken from ‘The Dave Walker Guide to the Church’, published by Canterbury Press.

Real church signs
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In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
I’m not known for my generosity at
Christmas time. Samantha and I don’t have
children although we have Monty, our
chocolate Jack Russell, and I’m sure he will
get spoilt rotten. I tend to give token
presents to friends and family but then I do
have six sisters, five brothers and 35 nieces
and nephews!
But this is all about to change! I’m going to
bestow you, dear reader, with gifts; a
gardener’s gold, frankincense and myrrh!
Some gardening tips that I’m sure will have
you enjoying your garden more.
Firstly if you wish to buy gardening tools for
the gardener in your home then buy the
best you can afford. You get what you pay
for in the horticultural world. My secateurs
are Felco no. 8 and they cost around
£50.00. But I keep them sharpened and
clean and they are as good as new, eight
years after I brought them. Meanwhile a
£9.99 pair from a DIY store did well to just
about last the Summer.
I have a wonderful non-bend fork and a
`bog standard` fork, the difference in price
was £20.00. The non-bend fork is still going
strong after five years but the cheaper fork
lasted seven months. One quality tool is
better than a dozen broken ones.
I won’t profess to have the knowledge of the
three wise men but, my one piece of
horticultural wisdom is that not everyone
can be a gardener, but anyone can garden.
The difference is only usually patience.
Yes, there are pruning techniques that seem
to mystify the majority, and us gardeners
seem to talk about plants in a foreign

language. In my opinion, it is patience that
is the difference; waiting for the right time
to prune instead of when that shrub
eventually gets in the way of your path once
too often. It takes patience too to sow seeds
and waiting 28 days for them to germinate,
then another 14 days until the true leaf
appears to prick them out, and another 28
days or so to nip the growing tip off. It
means the flowers or fruit take longer to
arrive but you get a bushy and more
vigorous plant in the long term.
Then, of course, patience is needed to wait
until the end of May to plant out bedding
and not at Easter time when the plants go
on sale! You need patience too when a new
plant doesn’t seem to be growing as well as
you like. It may well be settling its roots in.
It may take until next year for it to show
you what it can do.
And lastly what would I buy the budding
gardener in your home? It has to be a
camera and a diary to take photos each
month of the borders (helpful in many ways
especially bulb planting), and to record
tasks as they are done and thoughts as they
come. Who knows? A new enthusiastic
gardener may result!
It just leaves me to say thank you for your
kind comments during the year and to wish
you all a happy festive season and a brighter
more colourful New Year!
Adam McKay
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Advertising Rates for 2017
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£8.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£14.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £25.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page:

£44.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact Phil Coupland
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk

Calendar for
Sundays in December
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

