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From
David
Westminster, Manchester, London Bridge,
Grenfell Tower, Finsbury Park. An election
in which the winners feel like they lost, and
the losers feel like they won. Oh, and a
weakened Government must not enter the
most important international negotiation
we’ve had since the Second World War.
“Keep calm and carry on” doesn’t quite
seem enough to me at the moment. “A nice
cup of tea” helps, but only goes so far.
In the Lectionary this Summer, our focus
will be in Matthew’s Gospel and in chapter
5, perhaps the most famous of them all, I
find Jesus’ blessings giving wisdom for the
current age.
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit’. This is a
time to acknowledge dependence from the
place of prayer, rather than make pompous
pronouncements. There are issues here that
are way beyond trite or simplistic solutions.
‘Blessed are those who mourn’: we need to
mourn with those who mourn for no other
reason than because we stand with those
who suffer.
‘Blessed are the meek’: a crisis can bring out
both the best or the worst. Meekness has no
agenda: it listens, seeks wisdom and neither
shouts nor screams.
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness’: There are so many crying for
justice at the moment, but legitimate
demand for justice must not be diverted
into revolt and disorder. Anger and revenge
will help no-one.
‘Blessed are the merciful’: as J John has put
it “to be merciful is the authentic and caring

desire to put others first and seek their
welfare.” I’m encouraged by every story of
human kindness amidst the tragedies, but
there needs to be more and it needs to
persist when the cameras have gone.
‘Blessed are the pure in heart’: our motives
when there is call for change can be
complex. We must be sure that in what we
say and do, we are truly seeking the welfare
of others and not serving ourselves.
‘Blessed are the peacemakers’: perhaps the
most distressing element of these times is
the sense of disunity; of factions, of
communities talking in increasingly bitter
terms of ‘them’ and ‘us’. Our world needs
brave, humble, meek peacemakers.
And finally ‘Blessed are those who are
persecuted because of righteousness, blessed
are you when people insult you, persecute
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of me.’ The last and longest of
the Beatitudes is the sting in the tail. To do
these things, Jesus says, is no easy path to
popularity and acclaim. Putting yourself on
this path will cause enemies to rise up;
those who trying to solve our problems in a
very different way.
To be a peacemaker is to be assured of being
mistrusted, hated and attacked by both
sides. Jesus, lived out what he taught. He
knew what he was talking about.
Hat-tip to J John,
whose words
inspired and gave
shape to this article.
Read more of his work at canonjjohn.com
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From
Mark
My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I sometimes wonder if the Psalmist lifted his
eyes to the hills in desperation or
exasperation. Certainly, the answer - that
‘our help comes from the Lord’ is relevant
not only for those of us who believe, but it’s
relevant also for those who suffer regardless of whether they follow God or
have no faith at all.
Throughout the One Love Manchester
Concert, faith abounded and artists from
across the globe spoke publicly on stage of
Jesus. It was the local churches, alongside
other faith groups, who responded quickly
on the ground at Grenfell Tower.
It’s become common in times of tragedy to
hear people say “our thoughts and prayers
are with” those who died and those who
suffer. But sometimes, perhaps oftentimes,
we are actually called to be God’s hands and
feet in times of difficulty; to be the answer
to our own prayer.
In our local area, the shape of our response
can be various; a meal brought to the door
to save at least one worry that night, taking
the children’s washing so they have clean
uniform in the morning, or a phone call of
interested concern to those in need.
Sometimes, a blank space is all we think we
have. But with the Lord’s help and in his
strength, we can give ourselves to help
others. Even in the moments when we think
we have nothing we can give.
Mark

Blank Space
I very nearly left this space in the magazine
blank, with the very familiar words that
young people are seeing in recent exam
papers:
‘This page has been
intentionally left blank’
Why?
Sitting down to write this article, I struggled
with what to reflect or talk about. Since the
last article, where I wrote about the terrorist
attack in Manchester so much more tragedy
has happened; more terrorist attacks, the
Grenfell Tower Fire, a local incident on
Kings Hill just this last weekend, and in all
honesty I am overwhelmed.
So much tragedy, so many lives lost, people
made homeless and it seems that as soon as
one thing happens and we are just coming
to terms with it another thing takes place.
So amongst all this tragedy, where does our
hope come from? Does it come from the
huge response of people wanting to give
items and money to the families who lost
everything in the Grenfell Tower Fire? Or
the massive response at the One Love
Manchester concert put together with
Ariana Grande and many other pop stars
alongside?
The opening verses of Psalm 121 read like
this:
“I lift up my eyes to the hills —
from where will my help come?
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On-site Computer Repairs
Established IT Company Offering:

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
Wired/Wireless Network Support
Virus Removals
Data Recovery
Backup Solutions
Contact James now for all your IT needs
Tel: 01622 663435

Mob: 07738 422438

E-Mail: sales@maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
Web: www.maidstonepcrepairs.co.uk
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Advertising Rates for 2017
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£8.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£14.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £25.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page:

£44.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact Phil Coupland
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk
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Special:
Children & Communion
In the churches with
a large proportion of
children (Mereworth,
Kings Hill, and
increasingly Offham),
many of the children
are aware of being
e xc l u d e d a n d i n
s o m e c a s e s h a ve
begun to ask questions as to why they
cannot receive. This is particularly the case
where some families have joined us from
other church denominations where the
participation of children in the Eucharist is
commonplace.
The Diocesan guidelines for “admitting
Children to Communion before
Confirmation” was discussed at the Cluster
Council meeting around twelve months
ago. The Cluster representatives took this
information back to their respective PCC/
MLT groups who further discussed it and
all agreed they wished to explore their
options further.
To make this change, the Bishop of
Rochester must be asked for permission to
move ahead. Before permission is sought
happens, each PCC needs to discuss the
matter and agree whether they wish to move
ahead or not. Before they can do that, the
guidelines stipulate that the entire church
must have followed a sermon series to
enable everyone to learn more and make up
their own minds.
Each church will receive teaching on the
following four subjects between 25 June and
the end of July:

The Admission of Children to Holy
Communion before Confirmation
In late June and early July, all five churches
of our local Cluster will be following a
special teaching series on Sunday mornings,
investigating our options for the potential
admission of children to Holy Communion
before Confirmation.
The admittance of children to communion
is now a well established practice within the
Church of England. Baptized children who
have not yet been confirmed, and who are
not yet ready and desirous to be confirmed,
may be admitted to Holy Communion
provided various conditions are satisfied
and the Parish Church has carefully made a
decision to allow the practice.
The ability to admit children before
Confirmation has been around since the
1970s and, in some parts of the Church of
England, is increasingly the norm. In our
contexts here, there are certain parts of our
Cluster where providing the flexibility to
enable children to participate in Holy
Communion is a real mission imperative.
Having discussed it as local Clergy between
David, Mark and Pat Dickin at Mereworth
& West Peckham, there is a logic to all five
churches considering the matter at the same
time; not least in regard to those times
when we gather as a Cluster for worship.
Over a year ago it was discussed at Deanery
Synod, where it became apparent that most
churches which surround our local cluster
are already well established in the practice.
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Holy Communion in the early church;
✤ Jesus and children;
✤ Issues of justice;
✤ Jesus and mealtimes.

how old we are,
and one that will
never be complete
for any of us this
side of the
Kingdom.

✤

How does it work in practice?
Having concluded that Confirmation
should properly signify the beginning of
adult membership of the church rather
than the end of childhood membership, a
PCC can agree that baptized children in, for
example, year 3, 4 or 5 (7 to 10 years old)
could be invited to consider whether they
wish to be admitted.
Those that wish to do so are invited to a
preparation course, and following successful
completion of that course of study, a special
service is held where they are admitted for
the first time - similar to ‘First
Communion’ in the Catholic church.

Will children take
it seriously?
Children respond to the mood and
atmosphere around them. The experience
of many churches is that the vast majority of
children take their lead from the way the
adult members of the congregation behave
as they receive the bread and wine.
Receiving Holy Communion is a very
powerful moment, and the power is
certainly not lost on children – in fact they
have an openness to the Holy which many
adults find hard to recapture.
How will the Vicar know
who can receive?
A record must be kept of all the children
who have been admitted to Communion
before Confirmation, and the parish clergy
will have been involved in preparing the
children for admission.
Continued on page 16

Can children understand fully?
Children are certainly able to understand
the origin and specialness of sharing bread
and wine. However, if we are trying to judge
how deep an understanding anyone has, it
is worth noting that a deeper understanding
of the mystery of the sacrament is a
lifetime’s work for all of us, regardless of

Space Academy Summer Club, Ryarsh (11-13 August)
Calling All Earthlings! You are invited to join other astronauts at Space Academy
2017, to discover how God was faithful to Daniel and his friends as they tried to live
for him in a foreign land. It was so different it was like being on another planet! Our
three day holiday club is going to be full of fun, craft, creativity, learning and mess! If
you're ages 4-11 years old, you're welcome to join us at Ryarsh Church Hall, on the
11th, 12th and 13th August 2017. The club will be FREE OF CHARGE and run from
10am - 15.00pm.
On Sunday 13th August, our Astronauts shall lead the way in the form of a family
service followed by a picnic, which all are welcome to join. If you would like to know
more information or to sign up please contact Freya Briley on 07749597243 or
freya.briley@hotmail.co.uk. Space is limited so book quick before they all go!!
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Adam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
•
•
•

Expert Pruning
Ideas & Inspiration
Plant Advice/Supplies

Friendly, reliable & fully insured
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)
Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796
adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

VINER & SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

FUNERAL DIRECTORS &
MONUMENTAL MASONS
All locations covered
PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE &
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU
Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

News from St Mary’s
West Malling
Teddy Bear Zip Wire thanks
Our thanks to everyone involved in the
Teddy Bear Zip Wire in June. We raised
£245.03! The
cake stall made
£146.03 and the
rides made
99.00.
Many
thanks to
everyone who
came to help.
All the money
A local Teddy makes their
raised will go to
dash to the ground in 2016
Relief in Need,
our vestry
charity supporting local people who find
themselves in need of assistance.

Ladies Meal, 6 July
The next Ladies Meal will be on Thursday
6th July at 7.30pm at the Swan, 35 Swan
Street, West Malling, ME19 6JU. Two
courses for £16.50, or 3 courses for £19
from the set menu.
Contact Jill Rutland 01732 843248,
jill.rutland@hotmail.co.uk, if you would
like to attend.
Open Garden for Parkinsons UK
Sue O’Neill is hosting an Open Garden on
Sunday 2 July from 1.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.
at her home, 254 London Road (near
Songhurst Caravans) on the A20. A small
charge will be made for tea/coffee and cake
and all donations raised will go to
Parkinsons UK Maidstone Branch, in
memory of Ron.

Mothers’ Union
Earlier this year I persuaded Nick that it
would be a good idea to cycle the London
100 event together to
celebrate our 70th
birthdays. He got a free
place in the ballot and so I
asked M.U. if I could cycle
for them.
You can sponsor me either
online via justgiving.com (search for Gail
Crutchfield) or I have paper forms for those
who prefer to give offline. Many thanks if
you are able to contribute.
Following our visit to Aylesford Priory last
month, we are looking forward to visiting
the Betts’ farm in Offham on Monday 10th
July for a guided tour.
Gail Crutchfield

Open Gardens Scheme, 4 June - thanks!
Our sincere thanks to all those home
owners and visitors who took part in the
National Garden Scheme (NGS) in June.
Went House, Town Hill Cottage, 1&2 New
Barns Cottages and 2 New Barns Oasts all
opened their garden gates to support the
NGS’s nominated charities with a donation
also to St Mary’s Church. £796.65 was
raised for the church.
Church Recipe Book - 2.0
Although there was a bit of a hiatus, the
Church Recipe Book is still going ahead
and we need a lot more contributions.
Please send any favourite recipes to Gail at
gcrutchfield@btinternet.com.
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Social events - dates for
the diary
You may like to note the
following dates for fundraising social
events at St Mary’s. We plan to host a
Quiz night on 6th October and a
Christmas Fair on Saturd ay 2nd
December. Mark them in your diary.
The Children’s Society Box Collection
The annual
opening of the
Children’s Society
boxes took place in
June with our huge
thanks to Jill
Rutland for the organising. While there
are still some boxes to come in, a total of
£380 has been raised so far.
The Children’s Society works with those
of all faiths and none, as they seek to fight
child poverty and neglect in the United
Kingdom, and help all children in our
nation to have a better chance in life. You

can find out more about their work online
by visiting childrenssociety.org.uk

New help for the War Memorial
Last month we advertised for a new
volunteer to help tend the War Memorial
garden on a regular basis. Our thanks to
Angela Collins, who has volunteered and
will take over from the 1st July.
The Parish Council and St Mary’s are
hoping to set in train some restoration
and repairs for the War Memorial in the
coming year; hopefully in time for the
centenary of the end of the Great War in
November 2018.
It is highly likely that some fund-raising
and grant applications will need to be
completed to raise several thousand
pounds to carry out the works. If you are
interested in helping with raising the
necessary finances, please contact Rev
David Green, on 01732 842245 or email
david@revdgreen.org.uk in the first
instance.

Biblical Language Classes
From 29th September 2017, St Augustine’s College of Theology will offer
classes in Biblical Hebrew and New Testament Greek.
Elementary (beginner) classes will run on Fridays from 09:15 – 10:15 and
Intermediate classes from 16:15 – 17:15. They will run for 10 weeks with
a break for half term during the Michaelmas and Lent Terms at St
Benedict’s Centre, Malling Abbey.
The cost is £100 per term and is discounted to £75 per term for Licensed
Ministers (lay or ordained).
For further information and an application form, please contact Bea
Clifford, Academic Registrar at b.clifford@staugustinescollege.ac.uk or on
01732 252656.
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St Michael’s Offham
News & Muse
Lazy Jazz raises funds and spirits
for church repairs
On Sunday 25 June, Offham was blessed
with ideal weather for the Lazy Sunday Jazz
event in the Cosgrave Field. Around 160
adults (plus numerous children) were very
well entertained by the David Silk Jazz
band, while they tucked into picnics and
enjoyed one another’s company. Although
the sunshine held throughout, it just
started to drizzle a little as the band
completed their final set.

Some of the crowds gathered for picnics
and the jazz on Sunday 25 June

The event was organised by the Offham
Society to raise funds to support the
Quinquennial Repairs at St Michael’s
Church. The repairs, which are now finally
underway (see also page 12), will deal with a
number of timber and masonry repairs and
replace the gutters and install a new
soakaway to ensure rainwater is carried away
properly from the building itself. We will
hope to bring you news of the amount
raised in the next magazine in September.

David Silk Jazz Band
entertaining everyone at Lazy Sunday Jazz

Village Service, 2 July
This year’s 13th annual Village Service
takes place at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday 2nd
July. The Village Service is an annual
celebration of village life for all residents of
Offham and those connected with our
village organisations, including those
working on the farms.
This year’s theme will be “The Story of a
Village Church”. As well as featuring the
current refurbishment work, assisted by the
Heritage Lottery Fund; there will be
contributions from the School and other
local organisations, and a look into our
building’s past and the people who made it
what it is today. The retiring collection at
the service will be shared between St
Michael’s Church and a local charity.
Offham Methodist Church
“Tea & Chat” continues
on the first Tuesday of the
month. This time Tuesday
4th July. We meet in the
Methodist Hall from 2.00 til
4.00 p.m.. Forthcoming dates are 1st
August and 5th September.
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An evening of
(cob)nuttiness
Tuesday 26 September at
8pm in the Village Hall
** note this is an omission from the previously
printed programme**
Along with hops and cherries, cobnuts are
one of Kent’s iconic products. Come and
hear one of the country’s leading
producers of homegrown cobnuts.
Alexander Hunt will give a talk about how
he grows sixty different varieties on his
farm and uses them to make a wide range
of products including biscuits, preserves
and soap, all with samples on the night.
Offham Open House
The July meeting
will be on
Thursday 6th July
when we will meet
for a trip to
Crowmarsh House,a n i n s p i r a t i o n a l s m a l l c o u r t y a rd
Mediterranean style white garden nestled
in the heart of Wateringbury. It has a
parterre with box topiary, lonicera nitida
hedging and mind your own business
paths, fig and olive trees, wisteria, raised
beds with perennials, water features,
antique statuary and chimney pots.
Later in the month on Saturday, 22nd July
for a Summer Event we will go to Ightham
Mote for a “Saturday Night is Music
Night” - sit back and relax or dance the
night away with live music from
Masterclass - a professional 3 piece band
who perform music dating from the 50’s
and 60’s up to the present day. Bring
along your picnics, blankets and chairs
and enjoy an evening of summer sun.
Drinks tent available. 7:00pm to 10:30pm
and the cost is £10.00 per person.
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One 4th August 2017 we will visit Tudeley
Church to see the famous Marc Chagall
windows. We start at the church at
10:45am for refreshments with a guided
talk by Daphne Males at 11:15am. We will
meet on The Green at 10:00am for
departure at 10:15am.
The September meeting on 7th September
2017 will be a Coffee Morning and Quiz at
10:00am which will take place at Wendy
Williams’ house, 19 Pepingstraw Close.

Quinquennial Repairs update
Work is now underway at St Michael’s to
carry out the repairs. By the end of June,
the new soakaway had been dug and
installed with a new channel connecting
the gullies around the church to the
drainage. The scaffolding is all up and
masonry repairs are ongoing. In July, the
masonry and timber repairs should be
completed before the internal plaster
repairs and re-decoration are completed
before the end of August.

Registered Charity Nos: 216401 and SC037717
Pictures by John Challicom &Tom Hull - posed by models

News from
St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
Fathers’ Day BBQ brings plenty of
warmth for Dads!
St Gabriel’s took advantage of the
opportunity provided by Fathers’ Day to
celebrate Dads with an All Age & Parade
Service and a BBQ to follow.
It was a swelteringly hot day to be standing
over a barbecue in typical Dad fashion, but
During All-Age Worship for Fathers’ Day
a good number of people were on hand to
there were activities to explore
explore what it means for God to be our
Father, and how we can celebrate Lee-Evans Partnership will be meeting with
fatherhood in good, loving dads around us. the Ministry Leadership Team and they are
also keen to meet with others who are
A lot of fun was had by everyone too!
interested in taking the building project
forward. If you are interested in committing
to the group (especially but not limited to
those who having experience in fundraising
or buildings), please let Mark know.

St Gabriel’s enjoys the Fathers Day BBQ
after the All-Age Service in June

Nick Lee Evans explores our
building options
During the month of June, St Gabriel’s also
hosted a visit from Nick Lee-Evans,
Architect with the Lee-Evans Partnership.
Nick was on hand to join the congregation
in worship and see how we do things and
then spoke with the congregation regarding
a new church building and what type of
building we need and how we would use it.
He really appreciated all the thoughts and
feedback as he develops his ideas and
drawings.

Preaching Series in July
In late June and July, St Gabriel’s is
beginning look at the teaching behind the
p r a c t i c e o f a d m i t t i n g ch i l d re n to
Communion before Confirmation. This
will be a teaching series where we will
explore the issues through a biblical
perspective. Please bring any questions,
thoughts, worries, concerns etc with you
over the series and you will have the
opportunity to ask them. You can find out
more about Children and Communion on
page 6 and following.
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Confirmation
There will be a deanery
Confirmation Service taking
place on Sunday 1st October
2017.
Confirmation is a public
declaration of your faith and
seen as many as a significant
A candidate is ‘confirmed’
step in their faith journey.
by the Bishop during the Confirmation service.
For those who were baptised as
infants and for whom faith was
Karen and Suzanne in Peru
declared by their parents at that point, raising money for Uganda!
confirmation provides an opportunity for
Regular readers may be interested to hear
themselves to declare that they believe in
how Karen and Suzanne got on in Peru. In
God and wish to follow him and lead their
the next magazine in September, we hope
life as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
to bring you news and photographs. In the
In most circumstances, confirmation is meantime, you might like to know that the
available for those aged 12 or older and amount raised by Karen and Suzanne for
there is no upper age limit!
Fields of Life was £1,115. Fields of Life help
As in previous years there will be a to construct water holes for communities
confirmation preparation course in the in Uganda in order to provide them with
Cluster to help those who are interested in much needed clean water.
being confirmed to think it through for You can find out more about their work
themselves.
online by visiting fieldsoflife.org.
If you are interested in being confirmed or
want to find out more please speak to
Mark

1st Kings Hill Girls Brigade
Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Ac3vi3es, fun and games
for girls from 4 – 18
Discovery School, Kings Hill

Come and join us!
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Upcoming Events
Live music with Jet Black Bees
Friday 25th August

Outside on the terrace from 8pm

An evening with Lizzie Ball & Friends
Thursday 21st September

Music at Malling festival

Tickets on sale from the 1st June at musicatmalling.com
THE

97-99 High St, West Malling ME19 6NA
01732 843257
www.thefarmhouse.biz
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Children & Communion
(continued)
Continued from page 7

What happens if a family subsequently
moves to a parish which doesn’t admit?
In practice, this has not proved to be a
difficulty: the incumbent of the parish in
which the child has been admitted simply
provides a letter to their new incumbent
requesting that they continue to receive
Communion. The principle, supported by
the House of Bishops, is that no one who
has been admitted to receiving the
sacrament should ever subsequently be
denied it.
What about Confirmation?
Confirmation has traditionally been given
two meanings: as a ‘gateway’ to receiving
Communion; and as an act of adult
commitment to the faith. For those
confirmed at 11, 12 or 13, the second of
these meanings has rarely worked. But if it
is no longer linked to receiving
Communion, those churches that carry out
this practice have learnt from experience
that Confirmation tends to take place later
when the children are a little more grown
and at a time which is far more appropriate
for an adult act of commitment. It tends to
make the sole remaining purpose of
Confirmation more clear and meaningful
for those who then take up the option.

for admission then they must be baptised
before they are admitted.
What if children do not want to be
admitted to Communion before they are
confirmed?
Consent is vital at all levels in admitting
children to Communion. No one must feel
that they are being forced into the practice.
The parish as a whole must be supportive,
and so must any family whose children are
going to be involved. But most importantly,
the individual children must make a free
choice to be admitted. It may well be that
some children in a particular church ask to
be prepared for admission, and some do
not.

What happens if everyone doesn’t agree
to the change?
It is rare to have complete agreement on any
development in the Church – or any other
large organisation for that matter. It is not
necessary to have 100% agreement in the
parish for admission to go ahead.
However, the church’s PCC should only
make an application where they are
confident that there is substantial support.
Admission should not be a practice that
disappears from the life of a parish if the
Vicar or a few enthusiastic families move
elsewhere. For this reason the Bishop will
want to see the voting figures when a PCC
What about unbaptized children?
agrees to go forward with admission, and
No one who is not baptised can be the Bishop will want to be reassured that
admitted to receive Holy Communion. If there is a reasonable majority in favour and
an unbaptised child wishes to be prepared a g ro u n d s we l l o f s u p p o r t i n t h e
congregation before they grant permission.
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From the
Parish Registers
St Mary’s, West Malling
Baptisms
24th June Florence Gandell
Weddings
3rd June
Jonathan Edwards
& Hannah Bradburn
10th June David Warner
& Lisa Iannidinardo
Funerals
9th June
14th June

St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
None
St Michael’s, Offham
Interment of Ashes
9th June
Frances Grierson

Dawn Noden
Josephine (Josie) Knight
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Sermon of the month
Rt Rev Ian Brackley,
formerly Bishop of Guildford
on Trinity Sunday.
Readings: Isaiah 6.1-6, John 16.5-15
On this Trinity Sunday, in which we mark
and celebrate our belief in one God, who is
three persons - Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
we turn to the Scriptures for instruction.
And yet we find a people wrestling perhaps
just as much as we do.
They recognize that language has it limits,
though God does not. They recognize the
absurdity of tr ying to def ine the
indefinable, and describe the indescribable
and yet they still try.
What we see in Scripture is that there is an
imperative to communicate, to proclaim, to
publish abroad His wonderful name. In the
Scriptures, we hear of and meet a God who
reaches out to the world and seeks to draw
near to us.
As human beings, we are drawn to
understand who we are and what we might
become. We recognize that there is a world
out there, a Creation that is so much
greater than ourselves - so infinite, so
wonderful. Do we have any significance or
part to play in all this? Is it all chance that
there is life on this planet? A pure fluke? Or
is there some ultimate purpose and destiny
to our lives?
We have our questions and we want
answers; answers that will satisfy our
intellect, our understanding, our
experiences and our human emotions. We
want answers that will respect our integrity
and make sense of that integration of body,
mind and spirit that we perceive ourselves
to be.
But part of that human experience has also
been to recognize that there is something

more than just
ourselves in this
universe.
As one sociologist put it some years ago
“man recognizes that there is a rumour of
angels.” There is something that seems to
be around us, ahead of us, beyond us, and
yet present to us. Human experience has
called this phenomenon “God”.
Ancient stories, ancient cultures told their
stories of how they perceived this God to
be. And not surprisingly these stories were
affected by their experience of life, the
geography of where they lived, its climate
even, as well as their culture, and their
history.
Christianity is built upon its Jewish roots,
imbibing the experiences and images of a
people who had a rare encounter with God.
We heard in that first reading of an
extraordinary vision that Isaiah had in the
temple during worship; when he found
himself called and commissioned by God to
be a prophet. We’ve just sung the words
“Bright the vision that delighted once the
sight of Judah’s seer”. We sing, just as we
seek to understand such a personal and
deeply terrifying call and demand.
Yet our Christian adulation is focused upon
contemplation of a particular life in which
the relational nature of God was made
manifest. Not indeed as some theoretical
idea, but as an account of how that life had
been created and sustained. The life of Jesus
gives not a proposition, but a question. A
question that is presented most clearly in
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Mark’s Gospel: “where does this man get
these things from?”
It was clear to those who knew Jesus that he
was unequivocally human. “Aren’t his
brothers and sisters here with us?” they
asked. And yet, Jesus made so many lives
that he touched so completely different that
they spoke also of the divine.
What created the puzzle was that Jesus
stressed that it was indeed as an ordinary
human being that he did and said these
things. It was as “the Son of Man” that he
used as a way to refer to himself. Not as an
Angel, or a Star, or even as a prophet. But
then, he insisted that what was being done
through him was the work and action not
of himself, but of God. In such a renewed
intimacy of effect that he could speak of
God and saw God as “Abba”, his Father.
St John’s Gospel, which we heard in our
second reading this evening, pictures for us
this intimate relationship of Jesus with his
Father. And he promised that this
relationship would also be an experience
shared by his disciples. They too could
come to know the immediacy of God, as he
already knew it.
That is exactly what they did experience; in
that transfiguration of life which is the
Spirit. Being present to Jesus, as indeed
continuously to the whole creation,
initiating, prompting, encouraging his life.
And that is the nature of our God as
Christians have experienced it; the
economy or work of God in creation, the
redemption and the sanctifying of life. But
this is not some abstract idea for us as
human beings seeking meaning for our lives
in relationship with God.
It is to realise that in the very social nature
of God’s own being, the interior dynamic of
God’s own nature, is a sense to extend and
reach out beyond itself in creation, in
redemption and in catching connection

with human life.
But the real point is that this understanding
of God is not an argument. It is an
invitation. It is an invitation to realise
within ourselves a corresponding nature of
community, of love and of self-giving which is the image of God in you and me,
who are the product of his creation.
God shares life and his nature with us. God
summons us into that life to share it.
I don’t know how many of you may be
familiar with an icon, a religious painting
called ‘The Trinity’ by the Russian artist
Anton Rublev. It’s a representation of a
story from the
Book of Genesis
where Abraham
meets three
strangers, who
turn out to be
Angels, or in
some of the
texts, God
himself.
Being a good
middle-eastern
Rublev’s icon
patriarch,
of Abraham’s guests
A b r a h a m
entertains them.
As you would. He prepares a meal for them.
They sit, in this painting, on the three sides
of the table. The fourth side of the
painting, at the front of the picture is left
open and we, who view the picture, the
icon, are the guests who are to be invited
into this vacant space. We are to enjoy
fellowship with the one who created us, the
one who redeemed us, the one who
transforms our lives. Can this be true?
Would God want to eat with us, who have
shown him such lovelessness?
continued on page 21
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Summer Holiday
Reading
With no Parish Magazine published in
August, a good number of us may be taking
a summer holiday before September rolls
around. So with that potential holiday in
mind, our local team of Clergy were asked
to provide some book recommendations as
you load up your Kindle or stuff a
paperback in your suitcase this Summer!

Watching the English
by Kate Fox
“Recommended to me by
members of our church, I
took this book away with
me last Summer and it was
particularly enjoyable to
read of the quirks of our
people group whilst I was
sitting under a parasol in the
laid-back surroundings of a French beach.
Fox carries out an anthropological study on
her own compatriots and seeks to discover
why we are such a peculiar people. A useful
and amusingly-written investigation which
frequently caused me to smile at the wellobser ved patterns of behaviour she
describes. When you can see yourself, your
family, friends and parishioners in the
descriptions, it’s hard not to think that
she’s got a lot of it just right.”
James Hudson Taylor
by Dr & Mrs Howard
Taylor
“Hudson Taylor is one of
my all-time favourite
Christian heroes. He was an
incredible man who

eschewed the missionary norms of his time
a for more radical and inclusive approach
that broke the mould for all who followed
him.
His was a perilous journey into the
u n k n ow n a s h e re j e c t e d ‘ m i s s i o n
compounds’ and a westernisation of the
local culture. Instead, Taylor adopted
chinese dress, learnt the language and lived
amongst the people he was trying to reach,
depending entirely upon God to provide
the workers and the funds required. He did
more to share God’s love in the farthest
corners of China than any person before or
since. An inspiring story of adventure and
faith.”

What’s so amazing about grace?
by Philip Yancey
“Why do Christians hate so
much?” So asked President
Bill Clinton to the author
P h i l i p Ya n c e y . T h e
comment spiked Yancey
into an examination of the
concept of grace and how it
is central to the gospel of
Jesus and yet so many
churches seem to ignore grace while instead
seeking to exterminate immorality.
With a mixture of stories, parables and
honest reflections, Yancey has written a
book that has won many prestigious awards.
It is even now part of the expected pre-study
reading list for ordinands preparing to study
for the ministry at theological college!
Highly recommended.”
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Continued from page 19
Some words of George Herbert give us our
answer:
Love bade me welcome;
yet my soul drew back,
guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love,
observing me grow slack
from my first entrance in,
drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning
if I lack'd anything.
'A guest,' I answer'd, 'worthy to be here:'
Love said, 'You shall be he.'

Real church road signs

Tweet of the month
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'I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,
I cannot look on Thee.'
Love took my hand and smiling did reply,
'Who made the eyes but I?'
'Truth, Lord; but I have marr'd them:
let my shame go where it doth deserve.'
'And know you not,' says Love,
'Who bore the blame?'
'My dear, then I will serve.'
'You must sit down,' says Love,'
and taste my meat.'
So I did sit and eat.
George Herbert (1593-1632)

In the Garden
with Adam’s Gardens
Now that the summer months are upon us
it always amuses me when friends, family
and the general public say to me “I’d love to
be a gardener” and “It must be wonderful
working in the sunshine?” It does seem that
they think that we gardeners work only six
or seven months a year! There is a lot of
hard work before you can ‘smell the roses’.
It does make me chuckle.
The reality is that the summer months for
us gardeners are not that glamorous. It’s not
much fun turning a compost heap with the
sun’s rays beating down, and all that rotting
matter can turn even the most cast iron of
stomachs, let alone hedge cutting and the
barrel loads of waste that goes with it.
Manual work in the mid-day sun can really
take it out of you.
Don’t get me wrong, I wouldn’t swap my
work for an air-conditioned office! Far from
it. I made a lifestyle change years ago and
have never looked back; earning a living by
doing what I love is brilliant.
Gardening to me is about bringing out the
potential of a garden and at this time of
year most gardens are just in need of a little
TLC and not the working of the soil that
helps them evolve into the pleasure they
are.
Most jobs consist of dead heading, lawn
mowing and, of course, weeding! The
benefit of the strong sun is you can just hoe
off the tops of annual weeds and they will
shrivel up and die, plus that organic matter
will rot back into the soil and give benefit.
If you have a pond then blanket weed can
be a problem as water temperature rises.

So pull it out with either a rake or bamboo
stick but leave it on the side of the pond to
allow all the pond life a chance to get back
in the water; a day should be enough. Then
add it to the compost heap (if you have
one).
Unless we have a wet summer (don't blame
me if we are, I wrote this in May) then grass
growing will stall but make sure you don’t
have the mower blade too low as this will
result in a straw coloured lawn. I would
recommend a height of 4-5 cm. This will
keep your lawn looking lush. Also, make
sure your mower blades are sharp in order
to cut cleanly. Dull blades can shred grass
and cause discoloration at the tips because
frayed grass blades lose moisture easily.
If you have summer bedding then they
should be looking pretty good by now but
it’s imperative that you start giving them a
well-balanced feed. Tomato feed is a good
choice as the compost in the hanging
baskets and pots will be running out of
nutrients. Giving your bedding plants a
weekly feed on top of the daily watering
regime that should be in place by now will
keep the plants in the best of health.
So, whilst you’re lying on your sun lounger
wondering whether to dead-head your
hanging basket now or after finishing that
Gin and Tonic, spare a thought for me and
the fact I am doing a good impersonation of
a French Foreign legion soldier! But don’t
feel sorry for me, I’m as happy as I could be.
Adam McKay
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TRIO
Advertising Rates for 2017
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£8.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(1/4 page)

£14.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm £25.00 / edition
(1/2 page)
Full page:

£44.00 / edition

Reduced rates for 10 editions. Limited
space available. First come first served.
Deadline 25th of every month. For
further details, contact Phil Coupland
✉ adverts@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk
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Calendar for the Summer
St Gabriel’s Church, Discovery School, Kings Hill
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Worship and the Word
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Parade and All-Age worship
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s Church, Offham
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All-Age Service
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Mary’s Church, West Malling
Sundays

8:00 am

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (Common Worship)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Mondays
Tuesdays

7.45 pm Bell Ringing practice
10.00 am Morning Prayer

Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling Community, Water Lane, West Malling
Sundays

4.00 pm Open House Tea
6.00 pm Holy Communion

Wednesdays

12 noon

Holy Communion

Offham Methodist Church, Teston Road, Offham
Sundays

11.00 am Worship

